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	Meeting Title:
	London Board subgroup for safeguarding children across culture and faith

	Date:
	20th October 2010

	Time:
	15.00 – 17.00

	Location:
	London Councils

	Chaired by:
	Andrew Fraser (Enfield LSCB)

	Attendees:

	Mike Scott (London Board)
	Elizabeth Hall (Methodist & CofE Churches)
	Christine Christie (London Councils)

	Dominic Bascombe (Victoria Climbie Foundation)
	Andrew Fraser (LB Enfield)
	Justin Bahunga (AFRUCA)

	Elaine Ryan (Safe Network)
	John Carroll (Met Police)
	Mark Abdirahman (Safe Network)

	Constantia Pennie (African Caribbean Evangelical Alliance)
	Kay Bell  (Safeguarding Adviser)
	Serena Thomasino (LB Lambeth)

	Points of discussion


1.
Minutes of last meeting and matters arising
1.1
The notes were approved by the group, with the amendment that Kay Bell was present at the last meeting.
1.2
Project Ocean was presented at the Development Officers’ meeting. John Carroll updated the group that the data collection exercise has been completed and the analysis is underway. The mapping will follow from the analysis.
ACTION:  Christine to check whether the forced marriage links are now on the London Board website.
ACTION: Christine to check whether the CCPAS dvd was distributed to all the LSCBs.

2.
Pan-London Safeguarding Children Culture and Faith Project 2010/11
2.1
Christine Christie updated the group on the projects, which have commenced; and the focus groups and interviews with LSCBs. There is an online survey with the focus group questions for use by anyone to contribute to the Pan-London Project. The link is: www.surveymonkey.com/s/faithandculture. The survey content is available on the London Board website.
2.2
The Project Operations Group meets monthly at London Councils and the next meeting will devote a proportion of time to discussing ‘what do we mean when we talk about “safeguarding children ” in BME communities’.

2.3
The London Board has agreed to host a conference in April 2011 with Trust for London at which interim findings from the project will be presented. Trust for London will launch their final report on the Children’s Rights project they have been funding which focuses on spirit possession issues in Black African communities in London. More in formation on the project is available at www.londscb.gov.uk.
ACTION: Christine to send Elizabeth Hall the focus group questions.
ACTION: John Carroll to make the link with the London Project and the MPS Projects Violet and Azure.
3.
Safe Network

3.1
Elaine Ryan and Mark Abdirahman described the Safe Network project and their progress. They are working with faith groups who need training and support to fully develop their safeguarding children systems and practices. The project is time limitied – ending in December 2010; and it aims to build on work that has already been done (not duplicate). Mark presented the Safe Network Safeguarding Children Pack.
3.2
Mark presented the Safe Network Safeguarding Children Pack. It can be used for both faith-based or secular organisations, and also with a range of age groups. It is complimentary to the CCPAS dvd. Anyone can register on the Safe Network website: www.safenetwork.org.uk/ ; to receive both the free Newsletter and also gain access to a free safeguarding children helpline.

The group discussed the fact that community groups/organisations most often want a template for a safeguarding policy. Elaine and Mark invited the group to contact Mark if they are aware of a group who could benefit from receiving a Safe Network Safeguarding Children Pack, training and advice within the next month: adirahman222@hotmail.com (07946 133 427).
3.3
The Safe Network is running focus groups using the same questions as the Pan-London Project.

ACTION: Christine to put the Safe Network link on the London Board website.
4.
New law to criminalise the branding of children as witches
4.1
Justin Bahunga tabled a paper setting out AFRUCA’s reasons for promoting a new law to criminalise the branding of children as witches. See the separate paper.

4.2
The group discussed the context, recent media information, cases known to group members and the pros and cons of responding to the issue of spirit possession with or without a law criminalising the branding of children as witches. Discussion included the issues of ‘branding’ as an abuse in its own right and also the fact that once a child is branded as a witch s/he is vulnerable to abuse in the activities undertaken to exorcise the evil spirit.
4.3
The group view was that the existing legislation is sufficient to prosecute the branding of children as witches successfully. This is however not well enough supported by a thorough understanding of the complexity of the cultural context of ‘spirit possession’, the impact of ‘branding’ on children and their families and the law in the UK. There needs to be a better awareness of these issues for the communities, police, cps, other agencies and the police.
4.4
The group considered the six bullet points setting out AFRUCA’s position (in the paper) and felt that there was common ground in several of the points, which might be redrafted should the group want to make a joint statement with AFRUCA. (See redrafted position statement in separate paper.)
5.
Olympics update

3.1
Mike Scott updated the group on the work of the London Board’s Olympics subgroup. The papers from Olympics meetings and research are available via: www.londonscb.gov.uk/olympics. There was a discussion about the usefulness of case examples to assist people to understand what the risks to a child might be and what services will be required to respond appropriately.
ACTION: Mike will circulate the Olympics paper on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults to all the LSCBs.
ACTION: Mike to bring case examples of situations in which children might need safeguarding to the next meeting.

ACTION: John Carroll to ask Palladin to provide case examples.
6.
Future meeting dates (all at London Councils, 59½ Southwark Street)
· 23rd February 2011     (14.00 – 16.00) 
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