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	Meeting Title:
	Safeguarding Children Across Culture and Faith

	Date:
	19 October 2011

	Time:
	14.30 – 16.30

	Location:
	London Councils 

	Chaired by:
	Andrew Fraser, Director of Children’s Services, Enfield

	Attendees:

	Andrew Fraser, Enfield
	Elaine Ryan, Barking & Dagenham
	Kay Bell, London Councils  

	Hilary Walker, Methodist Church  
	Constantia Pennie, ACEA
	Daniel Beswick, UKBA

	Apologies:

	Michael Mackay, Newham    
	Sue Inwood, Met Police
	David Pearson, CCPAS

	Rebecca Baumgartner, UKBA
	Marcia Da Costa, Met Police
	Kay Scudder, CPS

	Shirley Maginley, NSPCC  
	Elizabeth Hall, Methodist Church    
	Winnie Lacey, Croydon

	Vicky Washington, Met Police
	Rachel Takens-Milne, Trust for London
	

	
	
	


1. Welcome and introductions

2. Three consultation documents previously circulated:  
· Safeguarding Children Culture and Faith Guidance

· LSCB Culture and Faith Strategy Guidance

· Final Safeguarding BME Children Training Toolkit
Action:  All members of this group should be encouraged to feed back their comments to Ian Dean by 24th October; in addition group members should also seek views from their local areas and community groups (where possible) in order that there is a good opportunity for input into the final version of these important documents.
3. Transfer of responsibility for Project outputs from the Operations sub group

The project outputs will be launched at the conference on 5th December (including the above documents).  There is however much follow up to complete and thus it was agreed that the transfer for the project will come back under the auspices of the Culture and Faith Group.

Action:  KB to ensure representatives of the Operation Group to be invited to the next meeting to give a short presentation on the project outputs and next steps 
4. Update on national working group on Religion, Witchcraft and child safeguarding

KB provided update.  Group originally set up by Children’s Minister.  It aimed to identify further where there are problems in addressing safeguarding concerns in some faith communities and identify solutions to these.  Following discussion it was agreed that it was important for the Culture and Faith group to remain closely aligned to the national working group as there were likely to be clear opportunities to take forward proposed solutions and to feed in to the group – particularly where there was evidence of good practice or available research.  It would also be important for Andrew Fraser to know what the Minister may say at the conference on 5th December to ensure Andrew’s presentation mirrored this.

Action:  Ian Dean to update Andrew Fraser in relation to the forthcoming conference and detail for his presentation

Action:  KB to keep Culture and Faith group regularly updated on progress of national working group.   
5. Update from London Regional Safeguarding Adviser

KB gave update.  Essentially two of the London RSAs are working full-time in Havering and Newham to add capacity at senior levels and to help offset the budget deficit created by the closure of GOL.  The London Board was engaged in developing a sector-led improvement model that would see the London RSA’s being involved in more targeted work with boroughs.  KB is already engaged in some of this work with one borough.  It is anticipated that if there is further Government funding, the opportunity to continue to identify and spread good practice will also be part of the new model. 

6. UKBA

It was acknowledged that the UKBA did not get fully involved in issues related to culture and faith as their role was very much about addressing immigration issues.  However it was agreed that the issues raised today and also the use of the toolkits would be important for the UKBA to take on board.  DB agreed to raise the issues with UKBA training division.

7.    Date of Next meeting

       2.00-4.00pm, 7th December, 2011, London Councils  

