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	Meeting Title:
	LSCB Development Officers Meeting

	Date:
	26th January 2010

	Time:
	2pm – 4pm

	Location:
	59½ Southwark Street

	Chaired by:
	Howard Baines (Merton)

	Minutes by:
	Angela Bent (Enfield)

	Attending:

	Tessa McNally (Barking and Dagenham)
	Sue Matthews (Brent)
	Jason DeBono (GOL)

	Kevin Bartholomew (GOL)
	Winnie Lacey (Croydon)
	Ian Dean (London Board)

	George Hawthorn (Kingston)
	Helen Elliott (Barnet)
	Melissa Friedberg (Islington)

	Mike Scott (London Board)
	Suzanne Elwick (Waltham Forest)
	Yemi Ebulu-Eyuruntari  (Newham)

	Apologies:

	Liz Allen (Bexley)
	Yvonne Onyeka (Bromley)
	Terry Ellis (Camden)

	Veronica Mythen (Greenwich)
	Sarah Peel (Haringey)
	Alice Peatling (Havering)

	Nargis Ahmed (Hounslow)
	Jonathan Williams (RBKC)
	Shirley Walker (Lewisham)

	Monawara Bakht (Tower Hamlets)
	Jo Bevan-Taylor (Westminster)
	

	Points of discussion


1.
Welcome and introductions

· The group noted the apologies.

2.
GOL – Kevin Bartholomew/ Jason DeBono

· Kevin Bartholomew gave an update to changes at GOL.  Jo Green has now left and interim arrangements are in place.

· Jason outlined support GOL can offer to LSCB’s.  On 4th March 2010, seminars will be held for LSCB chairs.

· In February 2010, there will be training for SCR authors, this will be unique to London and between 20-30 candidates have been accepted.

· There will be a seminar held in March on Children in Care. New seminars are being identified.


ACTIONS: If any development officers have ideas for seminars they should let Ian know.

· Analysis of Child Deaths - The DCSF have written to GOL, asking them to look at how well panels are going.

· Mike updated the meeting to work between London Councils and GOL on the LSCB annual report to Children’s Trust Board.  Guidance notes on how to do an annual report are on the website (www.londonscb.gov.uk). It can be amended and will be dependant on Working Together.

ACTIONS:  Any feedback to be e-mailed to Mike Scott

3.
LSCB Funding survey – Ian Dean

· Following a request by the London Chairs to look at the funding of LSCB’s a survey was completed.  Discussion took place on the findings.  There was a large variation on the contributions to the LSCB across the boroughs and some disparity to the income and expenditure.  It was also felt that it would be useful to know the size of the boroughs and population of children.

ACTIONS: ID to clarify some queries with the respective boroughs and ask boroughs who did not respond to participate.

4.
2008 LSCB development officers survey – potential update – Ian Dean

· Ian led a discussion on whether there should be a repeat of the 2008 survey on the responsibilities of development officers across the boroughs.  It was felt this would enable to compare against the previous survey and this would be useful.  It was also suggest that the format is made easier to complete.

ACTIONS: Ian Dean and Howard Baines to discuss and circulate a format.

5. Training sub group update 

· Ian gave an update on the training sub group.   The training group have been focusing on basic child protection training for any agency.  They are currently finalising the programme and it will circulated and then presented to the London Board for ratifying.

· The group is also devising Terms of reference and will be reviewing Competence Matters pending the final Working Together.  

ACTIONS:  Update to be given at next development officers meeting.

· NHS London are working on a training strategy and linking with the LSCB training group.

ACTIONS: Draft strategy to be circulated.

· The SAFE network gave a presentation to the training group on their training resources.

6.
Safeguarding and role of the voluntary and community sector

· There will be a ½ day regional roundtable event on 18th March 2010 aimed at exploring some of the key challenges for all partners.  It will focus on sharing emerging practice, reviewing the needs of the voluntary and statutory sector and creating local and regional solutions.

· There was a discussion of the target audience, as there is a limit of 40-50 people and if it should be more focused.

· There was a discussion over the relationship between the voluntary communities and LSCB’s and whether the role of the lay person for the board could be to be a champion for the community and voluntary groups.

7.
Assessing children/families affected by individuals viewing child sexual abuse images on Internet 
Howard Baines
· A multi agency task group had been created to look at developing a procedure around assessing children affected by adults viewing child sexual abuse images on the Internet.  The group used the original guidelines from Essex who also assisted with putting the document together.  The guidelines are more focused for social workers undertaking assessments.  The final draft was circulated and is being presented to the London Board.  It is proposed that it is run for a year then reviewed.  It is not statutory guidance so it will be up to each Local Authority to decide whether to use it.

· It was recognised this is a complicated area and that assessments need to be carefully planned.  

· Discussions took place on how best for LSCB’s to promote/ and whether the document should be put on the London board website. The overall view was this should happen.    Jason DeBono (GOL) queried if Becta/Ceop had been shown the document due to their strict guidelines on what information is publicly available. 

· There was discussion over the title and the use of the wording Individuals as opposed to adults.

ACTIONS: It was agreed the document would be sent to Lucy Faithfull foundation.

8.
Future chairing arrangements 

· Howard has been chairing the development officers meeting a year and is now leaving Merton, which means there is a need for a chair and vice chair. It was raised the current vice chair could assume the responsibility, pending any additional volunteers. 

ACTIONS:  Ian Dean and Howard Baines to circulate request.

9.
London board update 

· Ian circulated the work programme of the board – any comments to be made to Ian. Main highlights

· FGM resource pack has been launched

· Gangs procedures completed

· Lead members work – induction and refreshers course being run.  2 sessions held November/ December.  Feedback so far it the course has been useful. Presentations will be on website. Mike will update which boroughs have already attended.

· 3 regional advisors have been appointed – Barking and Dagenham, Kensington and Chelsea and Hillingdon will be housing them.

AOB

Helen Elliott asked if any boroughs were collating child sex exploitation stats on ICS.  

ACTION: feedback to Helen welcome.

Helen asked if other boroughs had done anything about children champions as there had been difficulties in defining the role.

ACTION: feedback to Helen welcome.

10.
Date of next meeting: 

· Thursday 22 April 2pm – 4pm 

Chair to be confirmed and Bexley next in line to minute.
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