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	Meeting Title:
	Pan-London Project for safeguarding children across culture and faith Operations Group

	Date:
	11th October 2010

	Time:
	1.30 – 3.30pm

	Location:
	London Councils

	Chaired by:
	Christine Christie, London Councils Children’s Services

	Attendees:

	Emma Aiyere, Bexley
	Karen Walkden, Barnet
	Simon Deakin, Merton

	Justin Bahunga, AFRUCA
	Sue Matthews, Brent
	Kay Bell, Safeguarding Children Adviser

	Christine Christie, London Councils
	Mor Dioum, VCF
	Aqualma Murray, Haringey

	Amanda Harry, Greenwich
	Kellie-Ann Fitzgerald, Newham
	Elaine Ryan, SafeNetwork

	Mark            , SafeNetwork
	
	

	 Apologies:
	
	

	Leethen Bartholomew, Hackney
	Karen Neill, Richmond
	Claire Whetstone, Enfield

	David Pearson, CCPAS
	Jane Dykins, Refugee Council
	Angela Bent, Enfield

	Monawara Bahkt, Tower Hamlets
	
	

	Points of discussion


1.
Introductions and apologies
1.1
Apologies received from David Pearson.

2.
Notes form the previous meeting & matters arising
2.1
Action still to be progressed: Christine to draft & circulate the outline of the final report as a template for boroughs to gather and report information on their projects.

ACTION:  Christine to draft & circulate the outline of the final reports from the borough projects.
ACTION:  The Group to comment to Christine on the online survey by the 19th October 2010, after which the link will be circulated to the Development Officers.
3.
Update on Safe Network project 
3.1
The Safe Network is supporting three areas of activity in London. Elaine and Mark are working on one element. Their focus is what the LSCBs are doing to assist the third sector to safeguard children. Models include community partnership appointments, integration into the LSCB and activity outsourced to the local voluntary action group.
3.2
Elaine and Mark are using an ‘organic community development’ approach. They are working with four boroughs – Camden, Islington, Hackney and Tower Hamlets. Early feedback is that communities feel ‘embattled’ and isolated, also that there is a need for promotion of a concept of ‘a London citizenship’.
3.3
Elaine and Mark are asking the same focus group questions at the Pan-London project.

ACTION:  Group members were requested to take a Safe Network pack and identify local groups who could benefit from using it. Group members to email Mark with the number of Safe Network packs they want sent to them.

ACTION:
Elaine and Mark are available to come and talk about it till the end of October. 
Please contact Mark on: abdirahman222@hotmail.com
ACTION:  Group members can register on the Safe Network website: http://www.safenetwork.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx  and receive a regular newsletter.
ACTION:
Emma and Elaine to co-ordinate focus groups to ensure that the Pan-London and Safe Network projects are approaching a range of communities/groups and not approaching the same group.

ACTION:  The Group agreed that Christine should make their contact email details available to Elaine & Mark.

3.4
 Elaine and Mark will complete the Safe Network project by December 2010. They were invited to contribute it’s findings to the April 2011 conference.
4.
Update on each borough-based project 
4.1
Barnet: the supplementary schools are engaged. Pascal from CONTINU is identifying issues to be addressed. Norwood are keen to be involved.
4.2
Brent: the project has been agreed and is commencing.
4.3
Enfield: the contract is agreed and AFRUCA are ready to start.
4.5
Hackney: Leethen was not at the meeting.
4.6
Haringey: areas of work include mosques and supplementary schools.
ACTION:  Aqualma to contact David Pearson at CCPAS.

ACTION:
Kellie-Ann to send Christine the Mosque Safeguarding handbook for circulation to the group.
4.7
Merton: the activity on disproportionality in referrals might benefit from a discussion with Southwark who have been addressing a similar issue. Supplementary schools may also be an area of activity. 
ACTION:  Simon to contact Paul Angeli at Southwark.

4.8
Newham: expertise is going to be needed to address faith and spirit possession issues.
ACTION:  Kellie-Ann to contact David Pearson at CCPAS.
4.9
Tower Hamlets: Monawarra was not at the meeting.

5.
Progress on focus groups and interviews
5.1
Christine spoke at the Development Officer’s meeting about the project and received good feedback, particularly about Emma’s visits to the LSCBs. These to continue in the coming months. Emma was concerned that too few completed forms have been submitted.
ACTION:  Christine to remind Development Officers of our request to complete the focus group table and the audit forms.

6.
Discussion

6.1
The Group agreed to devote discussion time in the next meeting to the issue of child sexual abuse in BME communities.
7.
Future meeting dates 
7.1
The Group agreed to hold monthly meetings on Mondays at 10am – 12pm at London Councils, 59½ Southwark Street. The dates are:
· 8 November 2010

· 13 December 2010

· 10 January 2011

· 14 February 2011

· 14 March 2011

· 11 April 2011

Page 3 of 3
Christine Christie 14.10.10


[image: image1.emf]