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	Meeting Title:
	Pan-London Project for safeguarding children across culture and faith Operations Group

	Date:
	8th November 2010

	Time:
	10.30 – 12.30pm

	Location:
	London Councils

	Chaired by:
	Kay Bell for Christine Christie, London Councils Children’s Services

	Attendees:

	Emma Aiyere, Bexley
	Kay Bell, Safeguarding Children Adviser
	Leethen Bartholomew, Hackney

	David Pearson, CCPAS
	Monawara Bahkt, Tower Hamlets
	Aqualma Murray, Haringey

	 Apologies:
	
	

	Justin Bahunga, AFRUCA
	Karen Neill, Richmond
	Claire Whetstone, Enfield

	Christine Christie, London Councils
	Simon Deakin, Merton
	Angela Bent, Enfield

	Karen Walkden, Barnet
	Nasheen Singh, Merton
	Mor Dioum, VCF

	Sue Matthews, Brent
	Kellie-Ann Fitzgerald, Newham
	Amanda Harry, Greenwich

	Points of discussion


1.
Introductions and apologies
1.1
Apologies received from Christine Christie and Justin Bahunga.

2.
Discussion on child sexual abuse in BME Communities

2.1
It was agreed to postpone this topic as neither Kellie-Ann Fitzgerald nor Justin Bahunga were present today to lead the discussion.

Action:  for next meeting’s agenda

3.
Notes of previous meeting – agreed

3.1
Actions from previous meeting:
· Safe Network Project – Emma has not yet been in contact with Elaine to co-ordinate focus groups as information not yet received.  

· Aqualma to make contact with Bob Pull from CCPAS

· David Pearson reported that he had now retired as Chief Executive of CCPAS but was continuing to undertake specific responsibilities.  It was likely that Claudia Bell would attend with David at future meetings of this group.  To be confirmed.

4.
Update on each borough-based project

4.1
Tower Hamlets – undertaking work on Framework for Cultural Competence.  This is being jointly led by Health and the borough.  Work is cited as part of LSCB work with Muslim Families.  

Monawara also informed the group that the borough is looking at the Assessment Framework as tasked by the Munro Review and will report back in January (Integrated Pathways Support) Family Well-being Model.  Information is available through Tower Hamlets LSCB website.  Will be hosting a seminar on faith and safeguarding (date to be circulated).
4.2
Haringey – Aqualma has recently met with 10 small churches that were keen to be more engaged on the safeguarding agenda.  Looking at the two hour foundation training.  Part of the consultation comments included whether the training could be available in their own languages, they wanted to be listened to and were pleased to see a reduction of children from their communities being taken into care.  Aqualma is also considering Training the Trainers course to deliver training to specific faith groups.

4.3
Hackney – Turkish/Kurdish community is main focus for project.  Training of young people to undertake consultation within their own communities to identify support needs.  Hackney will support the young people to run focus groups and write reports if needed.  Meeting planned on 9th November.  

Hackney also abolishing timescales for Initial Assessments and look to have assessments as a continuous process (Munro is also looking at this as well as the role of independent reviewing officers).  Hackney is using the signs of safety model (Australian).  

Action:  Leethen will circulate around the group.

4.4
Bexley – Young Mother’s Project.  Project has not yet started, but has engaged a group of professionals to look at safeguarding.  Bexley are also encouraging their schools to look at safeguarding as part of their PHSE lesson plan.  
Action:  Emma will bring copies of this to the next meeting.  

5.
AOB

5.1
The Group discussed the merits of hosting a London Faith Leaders Seminar and the potential for a London-wide sign-up to a position statement on the branding of children as witches.
6. Future meetings

6.1
All at London Councils, 10am – 12pm on: 

· 13 December 2010

· 10 January 2011

· 14 February 2011

· 14 March 2011

· 11 April 2011
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