“I’ve been engaged since I was seven years old.  I’m used to the idea now.  I guess there’s nothing that can be done about it.”

“We have to be perfect – be everything the mother-in-law wants, be everything the parents want, be everything the husband wants, be everything!”

“I can’t leave.  They will only find me and then things will just be worse.”

“It is very disheartening to see my daughter growing up not with my value system but with someone else’s.”

If people decide that they want to move to this country then they should follow the beliefs of this country.  If they don’t like the way we live they should go back.

Family honour is a major factor.  There is a perceived need to strengthen links with uncles, aunts, or cousins back home and put on a show of unity for the wider community.

“Even after my suicide attempt….I experienced quite a few professionals whose approach to it all is just to go back to your family… I even had one that told me to get married.”

“I owe it to my parents not to taint their honour.  They gave me life and brought me up.  How can I hurt them?”

“One minute I was being allowed to go to school and was allowed to wear what I wanted and then the next I was told to wear traditional clothes and stay at home.  I just didn’t understand.”

Parents only force their children into marriage for their own protection

“I was told that there was only one way back to England and that was to go through with the marriage.”

Are forced marriages increasing or is it our perception that has changed?

I couldn’t believe what they were doing.  They were telling me that this was for my protection.  But I felt it was wrong.  Why cut me?  I just didn’t understand.  I thought that only boys were circumcised.

If I do anything what will happen to my brothers and sisters.  What will people think about me.  It just isn’t worth it.

They kept burning me and telling me that I was wrong.  It’s like they felt that I had been possessed and that there was nothing better than getting this thing out of me.

