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Smarter Adults—Safer Children™ Program 

Handout for Participants


Introduction

Caring adults must protect children.

Discussion Questions: Of the three groups—parents, children, and other caring adults—which group has the most impact when they begin protecting children?

Which group is ultimately responsible for the protection of children?

Child sexual abuse is a societal ill that threatens our children.

Discussion Question: Do all adults have a stake in preventing child sexual abuse, including preventing the abuse of other people’s children?
No child is immune to child sexual abuse.

Discussion Question: Why are all children at risk?
Step One— Learn more about child sexual abuse.
Child sexual abuse is any sexual activity with a child—whether in the home by a caretaker, in a daycare situation, in a foster residential setting, or in any other setting, including on the street by a person unknown to the child. The abuser may be an adult, an adolescent, or another older child.

Discussion Questions: What are some examples of sexual abuse that do not involve sexual intercourse or sexual touching by an adult? 

After learning more about abuse, are you now afraid to have any form of physical contact with a child?

Perpetrators of child sexual abuse are like other people, with the exception that they have committed the crime of child sexual abuse.

Discussion Question: What are some misconceptions about perpetrators of child sexual abuse?

Perpetrators of child sexual abuse exhibit warning signs.

Discussion Question: What warning signs do perpetrators exhibit when they are preparing to commit or are in the process of committing child sexual abuse?

Victims of child sexual abuse exhibit warning signs of mistreatment.

Discussion Questions: What are some physical warning signs a child may exhibit if the child is being sexually abused?

What are some behavioral warning signs a child may exhibit if the child is being sexually abused?

Step Two—Take action to safeguard children from child sexual abuse.
To prevent abuse, all caring adults must make a commitment to safeguard children from child sexual abuse.

Discussion Question: What are some questions you should ask yourself when observing an adult or older child who is interacting with a child?

To help prevent sexual abuse, caring adults must communicate with their children.

Discussion Questions: What are some reasons that children are reluctant to report that they are being abused?

How can a caring adult overcome the obstacles that keep children from reporting sexual abuse?

Step Three—Report any suspicion of child sexual abuse to the 
proper authorities.
When they suspect or reasonably suspect abuse, caring adults must take action.

Discussion Questions: What are some fears that keep caring adults from reporting child sexual abuse?

Why is it important for caring adults to overcome these fears and to take action?

When should a caring adult take action to prevent abuse?
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