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Safeguarding Children AT RISK OF SEXUAL ABUSE
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Tink Palmer

Tink Palmer is the Director of Stop it Now UK & Ireland. She has been in social work practice since 1973 and gained her professional qualifications in 1975. She has worked with children and their families for the past thirty three years. In the past twenty years she has specialised in child sexual abuse and is an experienced clinical and forensic practitioner, manager, policy maker and strategist. She has written widely on issues pertaining to the sexual abuse of children, including children abused via the new technologies, and is a member of various government committees and steering groups. She is a board member of the Internet Watch Foundation, Chair of the ECPAT Board of Trustees, a member of the Home Office Task Force for Internet Safety, the Government’s Sexual Violence Stakeholder Advisory Group and of the Home Office Steering group for Vulnerable and Intimidated Witnesses, including children. Tink is also a specialist advisor to the Victims of Violence and Abuse Programme, which is a Department of Health initiative directed by Professor Catherine Itzin.
Dr Cecilia Kjellgren, BSW, PhD Cand
Dr Kjellgren has more than twenty-five years experience of work around the assessment and treatment of victims of sexual abuse within social services and child protection. In addition, she has spent the last fifteen years assessing and treating adolescent sex offenders and, with colleagues, has shaped an interview model for the assessment of adolescents who sexually offend. 
Ten years ago, Dr Kjellgren began post-qualifying multi-disciplinary university training for professionals working with child abuse cases, and she is frequently engaged as a lecturer within universities and other training programmes for different professional groups. She has also been a member of the board of ESSAY (European Society working with Sexually Abusive Youth), and the Chair of the Nordic Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (NASPCAN).

Dr Kjellgren is currently running research projects at Lund University, Sweden, on sexually offending adolescents and plans to present her PhD thesis in early 2009. The research includes epidemiological studies of prevalence and risk factors as one outcome study of a clinical sample followed up four years after risk assessment. She is the author of a number of Swedish papers on the subject of child sexual abuse, and has also published a report in English (Young people who sexually offend, 2001, published by the National Board of Health and Welfare - all available at www.sos.se). One of Dr Kjellgren’s scientific articles is also available in English - Kjellgren, Wassberg, Carlberg, Långström & Svedin (2006),
“Adolescent Sexual Offenders: A Total Survey of Referrals To Social Services in Sweden and Subgroup Characteristics”, published in Sexual Abuse; A journal of research and treatment, 18:357–372.
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Libby Fry
Libby Fry is currently Assistant Director, Children’s Services at Barnardo’s London Sub Region and manages a range of children’s services, including the north and south London child sexual exploitation services. Having qualified as a social worker in 1974, in the run up to the introduction of the Sex Discrimination Act, Libby has developed policy and practice to increase the safety of girls across a wide range of settings including managing estate based youth work; the London Gypsy and Traveller Unit and Barnardo’s Young Women’s Service.
Julie Henniker
Julie Henniker is the manager of the AIM (Assessment Intervention Moving on) Project which since January 2000 has developed and implemented policies, procedures, assessment models and a range of interventions in respect of children and young people who display sexually harmful behaviour and their families. The project works on a multi-agency basis across 10 local authorities in Greater Manchester, training and supporting frontline managers and practitioners.

Julie’s background is in local authority child protection work, before moving on to NSPCC  and specific work with adults who sexually offend and children and young people who sexually harm, on both a groupwork and individual basis.

She has undertaken research for the Youth Justice Board, mapping responses and services to young people who sexually offend. She has also contributed to the Youth Justice Board’s Effective Practice paper in relation to this group and has co-authored a number of chapters on the subject.
Jeff Chasen

Jeff Chasen serves as President and Chief Operating Officer of The AGOS Group, LLC. AGOS is a risk management consulting practice, working with educational institutions, public entities, and other nonprofit (as well as for-profit) organisations throughout the United States and internationally. 
Jeff assists clients in developing preventative programs, including online, hotline, and live training components. He also heads up AGOS’ crisis management team, assisting clients in facing or anticipating negative situations ranging from the catastrophic to the combative. 
Previously, Jeff served as Senior Counsel to the Bermuda-based School, College, and University Underwriters, Ltd. (“SCUUL”), and Director of Claims Administration and Senior Claims Counsel for United Educators Insurance Risk Retention Group, Inc. Before that, he was a trial lawyer in private practice.

Sharon W. Cooper MD, FAAP


Sharon Cooper is the CEO of Developmental and Forensic Pediatrics PA, a consulting firm which provides medical care, research, training and expert witness experience in child maltreatment cases as well as medical care for children with disabilities.  She works regularly with numerous national and international investigative agencies on Internet Crimes against Children cases.  

Dr. Cooper spent 21 years in the Armed Forces, retiring as a colonel, and has worked in both the civilian and military arenas in child abuse and developmental paediatrics for several years.  She holds a faculty position at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill School of Medicine and the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland.  She is an instructor at the Army Medical Education Department Center and School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, where she provides multidisciplinary training in all forms of child maltreatment to health care providers, law enforcement, attorneys, judges, therapists, chaplains, and social workers.  

For the past several years, Dr. Cooper has served as a consultant to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children where she teaches about the victim aspects of Internet crimes against children and sexual exploitation through prostitution of children and youths.  Recently, she has joined the training team for the International Center for Missing and Exploited Children to provide similar information in international venues.  Dr. Cooper has lectured both nationally and internationally in well over 300 conferences for the US Department of Justice, the FBI, the North Carolina District Attorney’s Association, several Attorney General’s conferences in various states in the US, the American Academy of Paediatrics, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Interpol among others.  She has published chapters in texts, and is the lead author of the first comprehensive textbook on the medical, legal, and social science aspects of child sexual exploitation and Internet crimes against children.  

Dr. Cooper has provided congressional testimonies regarding compliant victimisation of youths who are exploited through Internet technology.  She is also a member of an international Expert Working Group on Children and Young Persons with Abusive and Violent Experiences Connected to Cyberspace hosted by the Council of the Baltic Sea States and the Swedish Children’s Welfare Foundation.

She is a board member of several organizations and is a member of several professional groups including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children, the International Association of Forensic Nurses, and the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect.  












