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LETTER TO LORD LAMING
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preventing good safeguarding practice from becoming standard practice
everywhere, for example in deciding whether an application should be made
to take a child into cara? Is the right balance being struck between the
cormect application of processes and the needs of the child?

3. WWhat specific actions should be taken by Govemment and national and local
agencies to overcome these barriers and accalerate systematic
improvements in safeguarding practice across the country?

On 22 October, | announced tha terms of reference for the stockiake of Local
Safeguarding Ghildren Boards (L3CBs). One of the key issues being considered by
this stocklake is the independence of LSCB chairs and whether the statulory
guidance on this in Warking Togelher lo Safeguard Children needs lo be revised. |
also announced a study of Serious Case Reviews in order lo idenlify whal more can
be done to improve the quality, consistency and impact of Serious Case Reviews as
part of the overall system for safeguarding children and young pecople. |would like to
bring both these piecas of wark within the framework of your repart.

It will of course be important that your report is informed by a wide range of views
and experience and | know that you will be seeking views from key national and local
stakeholders as you consider the issues. | will ensure you have all the professional
suppaor, and resource, you need to complete this task,

| ook forward to receiving your report, with recommendations for action, early in the
new year.

Ve are laying a copy of this letter in both libraries of the house.

Yours sincerely,

ED BALLS MP
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GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

ACPO Association of Chief Police Officers

BBC British Broadcasting Corporation

CAF Common Assessment Framework

CAFCASS Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service
CLG/DCLG Communities and Local Government

CPD Continuing Professional Development

CscCl Commission for Social Care Inspection

CWDC Children’s Workforce Development Council

DA(FCY)  Domestic Affairs (Families, Children and Young People)

DCS Director of Children’s Services

DCSF Department for Children, Schools and Families
GP General Practitioner

GSCC General Social Care Council

ICS Integrated Children’s System

JAR Joint Area Review

LGA Local Government Association

LSCB Local Safeguarding Children Board

MP Member of Parliament

NHS National Health Service

NQSW Newly Qualified Social Worker

NSPCC National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
PCT Primary Care Trust

PLO Public Law Outline

RCGP Royal College of General Practitioners



SCIE
SCR
SHA
SOLACE

SWTF
UN

GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

Social Care Institute for Excellence
Serious Case Review
Strategic Health Authority

Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and Senior
Managers

Social Work Task Force

United Nations
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Jenny Lawrence
Sharon McHale
Anne Mason
Benjamin Nicholls
Katharine O'Brien
Victoria Saunders

Advisers to the Report

Ann Baxter Director of Children’s Services, London Borough of Camden
Jacky Tiotto Senior National Adviser, Improvement and Development
Agency (IDeA)
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