[image: image1.png]



41/47 Hartfield Road

Wimbledon

London 

SW19 3RG

Tel: 020 8545 6000

Fax: 020 8545 6001

Appendix 3                                                                                        23rd August 2005

To: 
London SHA Children's Leads

Re:
London Child Protection Committee (LCPC) Protocol for Working with Sexually Active Children & Young People up to 13 years old

As you are aware LCPC has produced a ‘new’ clarification to the position for children at risk who are ‘engaged’ in inappropriate sexual activity. The legal position is clear; children under 13 years old by definition are not judged to be able to agree to consensual sex.

The Department of Health is reviewing the national position in relation to the guidance and we expect them to make a statement in the near future.

In the meantime our strong advice is that children’s protection issues must take precedence. Therefore if any clinicians are concerned about a child they must raise this in the first instance with a child protection named or designated clinician who will advise them on the appropriate way forward.

These two requirements are not mutually incompatible, family planning and sexual health advice still needs to be given but clinical judgement needs to be demonstrably used for child protection as well as treatment.

I understand that there has been some debate but we must find the pragmatic way through this and put children’s protection and treatment first.

I know that there are anecdotal stories circulating about other agencies acting in an inappropriate manner, I would be grateful if any evidence for this is recorded and sent to the appropriate CPC for investigation.

This is not a significant difference to current practice – individual clinicians are still asked to ‘notify’ their child protection leads to discuss what action, if any, needs to be taken for any child under 13 years old.

LCPC are happy to provide training and support. If the system changes regarding the protocol and pending Department of Health statement this will be circulated by normal routes.

Yours sincerely
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Julie Dent

Chief Executive
Chair: James Cochrane        Chief Executive: Julie Dent
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