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London Child Protection Committee 
Strategic Intelligence Group for Customs and Rituals Related 
Child Protection Issues 

Terms of Reference
Aims

The Strategic Group aims to improve the safety and protection of London’s children who suffer from abuse and neglect which is connected with customs and rituals which are harmful and against the law of the country. Children who are particularly vulnerable are children who are:

· At risk of or subject to, pseudo-religious practices

· At risk of or subject to, forced marriage or female genital mutilation (fgm)

· Trafficked

· Privately fostered
· Missing from home, care and/or education
Objectives
The Strategic Group will seek to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people in relation to Faith and Culture issues in London by:

a) Providing a policy lead for London on harmful customs and rituals requiring a child protection response;

b) Promoting strategic collaboration on customs and rituals related child protection issues between all relevant agencies and communities in London;

c) Developing a London knowledge and evidence base on customs and rituals related child protection issues;

d) Promoting a multi-agency and community response to customs and rituals related child protection issues; 

e) Contributing to national policy on customs and rituals related child protection issues.

and by promoting the confidence and capacity of local Safeguarding Children Boards, and their member agencies to:

a) Identify (map) the groups/communities, agencies and individuals in their locality who practice customs and rituals which may be harmful to children and against the law of the country
b) Seek to build links with those groups/communities who are currently relatively or completely isolated from local child protection networks;

c) Develop a common understanding in these groups/communities of what constitutes child abuse and neglect;

d) Achieve a common understanding of the roles and responsibilities of the different local groups/communities, agencies and individuals; and
e) Improve collaborative working between local groups/communities, agencies and individuals by:

· Agreeing joint-working protocols
· Developing local forums and holding local training and awareness raising events
· Facilitating more detailed and earlier sharing of information on individual cases
· Facilitating more sharing of ‘soft information’ about potential abuse or abusers

______________________________________________
Membership
DS Chris Bourlet – Head of Metropolitan Police, Child Abuse Investigation Command
Hannah Miller – Director of Social Services, GLADDS Children’s representative & LCPC

Caroline Boswell – Head of Children’s Unit, GLA
Nick Johnson – Director of Policy and Public Sector Commission for Race Equality 

Colin Green – Head of Safeguards Unit (DfES)

Debbie Ariyo – Director of AFRUCA

Safron Rose – Divisional Director, NSPCC
Kay Scudder – Senior Crown Prosecutor, Southwark Trials Unit

Beatrice Norman – Senior Nurse Manager Paediatric Services, North Middlesex University Hospital 
Constantine Pennie – Head of Children and Youth Commission, African Caribbean Evangelical Alliance UK
Jane Dykins – Head of Children’s Section, Refugee Council 

Marcia Da Costa – Chair IAG Safeguarding Children Met Police IAG & Vice Chair Met Police Diversity IAG

Sharon Shoesmith – Director of Children’s Services, LB Haringey
John Simmonds – Director of Policy and Research, BAAF

Matthew Webster or other – representing the Senior Director of Policy, IND
Daksha Mistry – Head of Violent Crime Strategy, Home Office 
Benefits Agency

Christine Christie – LCPC Manager

· Plus reference groups
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