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NOTES OF THE LONDON CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14 JULY 2004 AT OFFICES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF LONDON GOVERNMENT, 59½ SOUTHWARK STREET, SE1 0AL

CHAIR: BARRY QUIRK

Present

Barry Quirk
Chair

Ian Angus
MPS

Chris Bourlet
MPS

Mark Brangwyn
ALG

Paul Fallon
LB Barnet (GLADSS rep)

Hilary McCollum
ALG

Paul Robinson
ALCEO

Nigel Thompson
CSCI

Introductions and apologies


1. Apologies were received from Ros Ayling, John Powls, Hannah Miller, Christine Christie, Peter Spindler and David Armond.

Note of the last meeting and matters arising


2. The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. It was noted that under item five, the serious case reviews do not make a link with amending the Pan London Procedures.  
Action: The work programme would be updated to reflect this.

ACPC funding


3. The MPS have put forward a funding proposal for ACPC’s; the ALG will receive a lump sum and distribute the money equally to ACPC’s and will manage the programme in conjunction with the LCPC, make recommendations to LCPC and organise payments to agreed schemes, monitor progress and report annually to the Met Police and LCPC.

4. The MPS have made available £250,000 in 2004/2005; £5,000 for each ACPC,  £30,000 to assist the LCPC to progress the work plan, and the balance for distribution against bids considered by the LCPC.  Preference would be given to pan London and cross borough initiatives. A draft letter from Peter Spindler to ACPCs outlining these changes was circulated for comment. The Police will consider contribution for future fiscal years in light of recommendations made by the ALG. The committee approved the proposal. 
Action: The MPS and ALG to meet to agree a contract.
Action: The MPS to write to ACPC Chairs and DSS.

5. The LCPC agreed to consider funding for Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs). London NHS will be asked to consider its future policy with a view to resolving the problems and enable the NHS to contribute to LSCBs. 

Action: Agenda item for October LCPC 

London Child Protection conference


6. The proposed programme for the LCPC conference in December was circulated. It was agreed that the conference should include a session on how safeguarding children boards should ideally function, learning from emerging London models. The London Domestic Violence Forum is keen to have a session on domestic violence. Other suggestions included the adults/children’s services interface, and supporting parents with high/complex needs (mental health, drug or alcohol dependency). 
Action: LCPC Support Team to progress

London Safeguarding Children


7. It was proposed that the LCPC should reform itself as the London Safeguarding Children Committee. Local ACPC’s are realigning to take on the broader safeguarding agenda and the LCPC should lead by example in modelling itself as a ‘safeguarding committee’ with a strong focus on child protection. GLADSS’ preference would be for the committee to stay as the LCPC for at least 18 months, giving ACPC’s time to reconfigure, and in the mean time keep focused on the child protection agenda, which is in danger of becoming marginalised. It was agreed to issue a consultation paper with a view to the LCPC agreeing the future shape of the London agenda in time for launching at the annual conference.
 

ACPC/MAPPA links


8. Work is in progress, and a report on progress to date was circulated on behalf of John Powls (NOMS). This will be discussed at the next meeting. 
Action: Agenda item for October LCPC

Making London Better for All Children and Young People


9. The GLA asked that the LCPC contribute to the GLA Children and Young Person Strategy by gathering data on the number of disabled children who may be at risk of child abuse in London.  ‘Disability’ is not generally recorded for children on the child protection register.  
Action: GLADSS to consider this issue and report back

10. The GLA is also setting up a sexual exploitation forum. The ‘State of London’s Children’ report, due for publication in November will include data on key issues, including sexual exploitation. Sexual exploitation is not addressed on the child protection registers. 


11. The MPS are running a pilot with Camden and Islington to develop a Service Model for enhancing the multi-agency response to sexually exploited children. 
Action: MPS to report on progress. 


Child Abuse Investigation

12. The Met Police Specialist Crime Directorate ‘Child Protection Command’ was established in 2002, providing a single command structure for child protection teams in London. Work has continued and MPS investigate suspicious infant deaths and child abuse on the Internet. The MPS unit is now the ‘Child Abuse Investigation Command’ and it will consult the LCPC on a statement outlining their remit for publication on the Internet. 

Licensing

13. The ALG will work with boroughs regarding the implications of the 2003 Licensing Act – Licensees’ responsibilities to safeguarding children who access licensed premises.  

Police Complaints Commission

14. The Independent Police Complaints Commission’s decision on the discipline issues emanating from the Climbié Inquiry is due to be reported on 6 July 2004. The MPS Press Statement will be widely distributed.

Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 6 October 2004 at 2.30 pm.

