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Strategic Intelligence Group Update
The Community Partnership Project
The Community Partnership Project Report has been finalised for launch at the London Board’s Safeguarding London’s Children conference on 13th December. Jeannette Pugh and Pastor Jean Bosco Kanemeysha have agreed to launch the report at the conference.
The Report was seen by the Children’s Minister in early July, she was very pleased with the Project outcomes; as agreed under the funding arrangements, DCSF would like to disseminate the learning from project across the country.
Extension proposal
With the end of the Community Partnership Project, external funding ceased and those boroughs who have continued the Community Partnership Adviser posts are doing so with their own money, in some cases because they appointed late.
The extension proposal – funding for a post to support a continuing London focus on joint-working between statutory services and local community and faith groups to safeguard children and collaboration in this work across London –  was put to the Minister in early July. It received a good response and a meeting is scheduled for 31st October between Christine Christie & Jeannette Pugh to progress this.
Future of the Strategic Intelligence Group
The Community Partnership Project has confirmed the need for a continuing focus on joint-working between statutory services and local community and faith groups to safeguard children. 

At its October meeting the Strategic Intelligence Group considered a proposal to continue, with a new name and new terms of reference.
Current projects/proposals
The following proposals are being progressed under the auspices of the Strategic Intelligence Group:

· Poster campaign - the proposal is for a poster showing visual depictions of child abuses (FGM, forced marriage, domestic violence, trafficking, abuse linked to spirit possession and physical punishment in madressahs) and explaining that they are illegal. The aim is to have a poster which has few words and therefore does not require expensive translation to make it accessible to communities who speak different languages. A rough draft has been submitted to a commercial design and production company. It is anticipated that we will need to do extensive consultation to ensure that the pictures and script are as effective in conveying a safeguarding children message to relevant community and faith groups as possible.
· FGM Pilot - the impetus for this pilot came out of the June FGM conference. It has the support of NHS London (SHA) and the Department of Health (who would like to roll it out across the country if it is successful in London). The steering group meeting for this 21st  November.
· Somali Young People’s Project - the origins of this project PID lie in a meeting chaired by Christine Christie and attended by representatives from London’s Somali community, some Community Partnership Advisers, Feltham YOI safeguarding children officers and Imam, the YJB monitoring officers, Hounslow LSCB and the Metropolitan Police child abuse investigation command and Hounslow borough police. The meeting considered the issues and gaps in information arising in the relationship between the Somali community and Feltham.
This project is a ‘pilot’ because if it is successful for the Somali community, it could be rolled out for all London communities.

Safeguarding children DVD/Resource Pack
This project proposal is being drawn up jointly by the Congolese Pastorship, NSPCC and World Action Youth (WAY); with London Board support – through the Strategic Intelligence Group. The project objectives are to:

· Define what constitutes abuse under UK law and child care practices
· Address the specific issues of children trafficking, private fostering, domestic violence, activities around ‘spirit possession,’ and the impact upon children of factors such as the mental health of parents and different kinds of stress within the family unit
· Establish the absolute right of children to be and feel safe and secure and the safeguards that should be put in place to ensure this
· Identify abused children and those at risk of abuse and what action to take if there is a concern about a child’s health and welfare
· Acknowledge the central role of Children’s Services Departments of local authorities on combating child abuse and removing children from danger along with family support services and of course the NSPCC 
· Ensure that the project produces a DVD/information pack that is produced in target community languages, with English sub-titles/translation, that breaks down language barriers and facilitates communication in the target group’s own language,   

The project will also have the following targeted objectives to promote the education of parents and carers:

· Clarify the different types of abuse and what cultural practices are not acceptable in the UK
· Communicate the fact that abuse occurs in all communities and that people in positions of trust can be potential abusers
· Establish an acceptable balance between respecting both Congolese (African) family culture and the rights of children under UK law
· Encourage the need for positive parenting techniques
· Enforce a shared responsibility to keep children safe in all environments
· Provide sources of further information and advice if they have an issue or need clarification on safeguarding children
· Provide advice on what action to take if people have a concern about a child’s safety

_______________________________________

Christine Christie, London Board Manager, October 2007
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