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London Board sub-group for Minority Ethnic Communities and Faith Groups (previously known as The Strategic Intelligence Group)
1.
Terms of Reference

The sub-group acts on behalf of the London Board, working in partnership with London Back and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups, London Local Safeguarding Children Boards and London statutory and non-statutory agencies to:

· Identify safeguarding children issues experienced by Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups*, and the agencies which provide services for them; 
*
this will include the findings and recommendations from the Community Partnership Project, and also covers more general issues for recently immigrant communities and asylum seeking children such as, social isolation / exclusion, discrimination, and temporary accommodation.
And to
· Develop responses to challenges in safeguarding children issues experienced by Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups, and the agencies which provide services for them.
The sub-group aims to achieve this by:

· Co-ordinating the development of good practice guidance on all aspects of safeguarding children for London's Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups, and for the agencies which provide services for them; 

· Promoting good practice on all aspects of safeguarding children for London's Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups, and for the agencies which provide services for them; 

· Developing information resources for the agencies which provide services for London's Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups;

· Mainstreaming into statutory services the expertise needed for providing effective services for London's Black and minority ethnic communities.
2.
Initiatives undertaken to date
a)  
Development and launch of pan-London procedures: 

· Safeguarding Trafficked & Exploited Children – launched by the American Ambassador
· Safeguarding Children at Risk of Abuse through FGM – launched at the London Board’s FGM Conference
· Safeguarding Children Missing School (in response to the ‘300 missing Black boys’ media highlight in summer 2005)
b) Promoting awareness and good practice in responding to FGM:

· Extraordinarily successful FGM Conference, June 2007

· London Schools FGM summer term campaign

· London FGM ante-natal FGM screening pilots, July 2007
c) Hosting a London LSCB’s network supporting local initiatives for working with Black & minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups
d) Overseeing the Community Partnership Project
e) Facilitating investigation into allegations of abuse in YOI Feltham by London’s Somali community 

3.
Future initiatives
a) Taking forward London Board actions from the recommendations from the Community Partnership Project.

b) Supporting London responses to the findings and recommendations from the Community Partnership Project.
c) Supporting London responses to the findings from the Review of London Serious Case Reviews – that two-thirds of the families whose children were harmed or died, were from recently immigrant Black and minority ethnic communities and minority faith groups.
d) Overseeing roll-out of the London FGM ante-natal FGM screening pilots
e) Launching a London-wide safeguarding children poster campaign

_____________________

4.
Sub-group Membership

Hannah Miller (Chair)
LSCB Chair, Director of Social Services, LB Coydon & London Board member
DS Caroline Bates 
Metropolitan Police, Child Abuse Investigation Command
Daksha Mistry
Head of Violent Crime Strategy, Home Office
Joe Heatley
National UASC Co-ordinator, Home Office 

Peter Clark
Head of Safeguarding Children, DfES

Debbie Ariyo 
Director, AFRUCA

Safron Rose
Divisional Director, NSPCC

Kay Scudder 
Senior Crown Prosecutor, Child Abuse specialist
Beatrice Norman 
Senior Nurse Manager Paediatric Services, North Middlesex University Hospital 
Constantine Pennie
Head of Children and Youth Commission, African Caribbean Evangelical Alliance UK

Jane Dykins
Head of Children’s Section, Refugee Council 

Marcia Da Costa
Chair Safeguarding Children Met Police IAG & Vice Chair Met Police Diversity IAG

Sharon Shoesmith 
LSCB Chair, Director of Children’s Services, LB Haringey

Savita De Sousa
Director of Policy and Research, BAAF

Chris Beddoe 
Director, ECPAT

Christine Christie
London Board Manager
	
	

	
	


· Plus task-focused reference groups e.g. 
· FGM Steering Group: FORWARD, Jennifer Bourne (WHO & Waltham Forest African Women’s Clinic, Met Police Project Azure, Comfort Momo (DH FGM Adviser) etc 
· Trafficked & Exploited Children Steering Group: Chris Beddoe (ECPAT), Jane Dykins (Refugee Council), Met Police Paladin Team, London LSCBs, LA Asylum Team etc
Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager, June 2007
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