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SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN – WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FAITH COMMUNITIES IN LONDON

BACKGROUND:
Police and Social Services organisations across London have reported a steady number of child protection investigations arising within the context of faith organisations, often relating to issues of physical chastisement in unregulated religious education (les than 2 hours per week is not regulated by OFSTED) or pertaining to the involvement of children in the practice of beliefs involving witchcraft and spirits. A further issue arises in the context of the extent to which faith organisations are able to identify and refer child protection concerns. Faith groups have contact with thousands of London children every week. The Laming Report into the death of Victoria Climbie highlighted the role of churches to which Victoria had been taken prior to her death. The implementation of the Children Act 2004 is likely to produce guidance in March 2005 around local Safeguarding Children Boards to strengthen their approach towards community inclusion and awareness as part of the partnership between state and community in safeguarding children. 

In response to the above, the LCPC support staff agreed to chair and host an inter-agency meeting of professionals on 1 December 2004 to address this issue. This meeting produced a proposal for LCPC consideration. The proposal would fit the LCPC’s purpose of providing leadership on a cross-London issue and provide for consistent practice across London in respect of this issue. The proposal would also significantly increase the profile of the LCPC across London. 

PROPOSAL:

The proposal relates to a three-stage plan. The aim of the plan is to develop awareness amongst all faith communities of the need for and responsibilities towards safeguarding children through working in partnership with faith representatives. 

The stages of the plan are:

· Protocol - in the first instance, MPS (Paul Clack and Mor Dioum) would work with Newham and Tower Hamlets Councils to update an existing protocol to form the basis of a single London-wide protocol for London statutory agencies working with faith communities. MPS will access community members who can assist in advising on this protocol further. This will take until March 2005.

· Consult - secondly, the LCPC will lead consultation discussions with representatives of larger faith organisations in London, such as the Moslem Council of Great Britain, the Diocesan Boards and the British Board of Deputies and others to seek agreement both to a common protocol and a campaign to raise awareness across faith communities on an ecumenical basis. This would be backed by the LCPC subject to the LCPC meeting on 12 January 2005 providing agreement and subject to funding being available for any such campaign   

· Campaign- thirdly, a London-wide campaign would run at a date to be determined and supported by local Safeguarding Children Boards/ Area Child Protection Committees with publicity to promote the need for faith organisations to prioritise safeguarding of children and adopt the common protocol. 

The resources needed for a campaign are necessarily vague at this juncture and no further resources are required until a specific campaign is developed. It is the intention at this stage to seek the resourcing required from the faith organisations, which would benefit from and be partners in such an initiative.  

RECOMMENDATION
That the LCPC approve the above plan of action and receive a further report on progress in July 2005. 

David Derbyshire

London Child Protection Committee

1 December 2004
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