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Introduction

This research project seeks to review police practice with child victims of intra-familial sexual abuse, with direct reference to the views of children and their parents/guardians about their experiences. While any study seeking to explore children’s perceptions must do so with reference to children, there is also a need to conduct such research with full awareness of children’s sensitivities and rights. The research will be conducted with reference to Barnados Statement of Ethical Practice (2005) and other relevant ethical codes of research conduct. A copy of the full research proposal is available upon request (contact  Dr Julia Davidson  davidsj@wmin.ac.uk).
Research Aims & Methods

The research aims to: 

a) Explore police practice in the London area with child victims (aged 8-12) of sexual abuse, involving non-abusing parents and practitioners (police, social workers and possibly teachers), set within the context of inter-agency practice.

b) Devise an evaluation interview to be used with children to assess their perceptions and feelings in relation to investigative processes used by the police and other agencies.

c) Develop a good practice guide to investigating allegations of child abuse and intervening with children who have been sexually abused.

The research will follow three distinct stages and will take approximately one year to complete. 

Stage One: Exploring Police Policy and Practice - documentation and practitioner views.

This stage of the research will include an exploration of current practice with child victims; the historical development of this work and the policy context. A review of relevant government publications will be made and an analysis of the implications of DFES guidance for training and practice.  This element of the work will also be informed through semi – structured interviews with key practitioners from the Metropolitan Police with extension if possible to Social Services to explore  inter-agency  working. 

Stage Two: Pilot: Exploring children’s views of interviewing and disclosure – interviewing non-abused children
A small group of school children will be approached to elicit their views about preferred ways of being interviewed and of disclosing ‘private’ information. This will take the form of small focus groups to establish generally preferred approaches relevant to the age and developmental levels. Individual one-to-one interviews will then be undertaken asking about recent events and the children’s responses to them. 
Stage Three: Exploring Child Victims & Safe Parents Views – interviewing child victims and their carers.

Findings from the first two stages will inform the methodological approach adopted in Stage Three. In this stage of the research the views of a small group of child victims of intra-familial sexual abuse (age 8+) and safe parents will be sought via one-to-one interviews utilising approaches learned from the earlier piloted stages. Interviews will be guided by key topics and prompts while allowing an open-ended response. 
The Research Teams

 The research team is a collaboration made up of the Criminology Research Cluster at University of Westminster (Dr Julia Davidson and Maggie Sumner), and the Lifespan Research Group at Royal Holloway (Professor Antonia Bifulco), University of London. The WestFocus consortium will contribute to the research funding. WestFocus: The two research groups from the two universities have been brought together through the WestFocus Social Inclusion agenda. WestFocus is a Knowledge Exchange involving seven  universities which thorough its Social Inclusion sub network has a remit to develop assessment tools for practitioners working with victims of violence. 
