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LEISUREWATCH
This paper is an introduction to Leisurewatch, a scheme to safeguard children that use leisure services. Leisurewatch has been developed by The Derwent Initiative, an independent charitable organisation that promotes an inter-agency response to sexual offending.  

Following pilots in three Northumbria leisure facilities in 2002, Leisurewatch has been implemented across the county, with staff from 65 leisure centres having received awareness training. In Northumbria the agencies involved were police, probation, children’s services, health trust and leisure services. Leisurewatch schemes have now been introduced in several areas of the country.

Leisurewatch has two components:

· Delivery of training to all staff at leisure sites to alert them to suspicious behaviour displayed by potential abusers.

· Establish procedures between leisure sites and the police using a named police officer or staff to liase with leisure site representatives to discuss and report suspicious incidents. 

Posters bearing the Leisurewatch symbol are displayed in prominent locations throughout the leisure facility to serve as a deterrent.

In December 2004 Leisurewatch was launched in Southend-on-Sea, Essex; the agencies involved included the NSPCC, social care, local police, probation and leisure services. In Southend the NSPCC chaired the steering committee, provided the co-ordinator and supplied the majority of the funding. The Area Child Protection Committee supported the scheme and the launch event; additional funding was made available through the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership. The Leisurewatch scheme in Essex is being expanded to encompass children’s activity sites in local parks and the seafront area.  

In London, the first Leisurewatch scheme will be launched in Bexley in March 2005.  Training has already been delivered to leisure services staff and managers and the police single point of contact for leisure service managers is the Bexley Police Public Protection Unit.

There are numerous leisure sites in London, some of which are run by Local Authorities, others are privately owned. Implementation of Leisurewatch would deliver awareness training, ensure appropriate police response and help prevent child abuse.  

David Settle an independent consultant in public sector matters has conducted an evaluation of the Leisurewatch scheme; a copy of the executive summary is attached for information. 

The Metropolitan Police are interested in Leisurewatch and see the benefits for implementation in London and would like to work with LCPC (and the pan-London MAPPA Board) to realise this ambition.  

The London Child Protection Committee could help bring Leisurewatch to London Boroughs by endorsing the initiative and promoting implementation with London Safeguarding Children Boards.

With this in mind, I recommend that LCPC accept an offer from Judith Hughes to make a presentation to the meeting on 5 April 2005 outlining the Leisurewatch scheme. 

____________________________________________
M Cooper-Bland

Metropolitan Police Service

Child Abuse Investigation Command

Child Abuse Prevention & Partnership Unit
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