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NOTES OF THE LONDON CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26 May 2004 AT OFFICES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF LONDON GOVERNMENT, 591/2 SOUTHWARK STREET, SE1 0AL

CHAIR: BARRY QUIRK

Present

Barry Quirk


Chair

Ian Angus


ALG/MPS

Ros Ayling


SWLHA

David Armond

MPS

Mark Brangwyn

ALG

Christine Christie

ALG/NCH/NSF

Hilary McCollum

ALG

Hannah Miller

GLADSS

John Powls


LPA

Paul Robinson

ALCEO

Safron Rose


NSPCC

Peter Spindler

MPS

1)
Introduction

Barry Quirk opened the meeting with introductions.

2)
Minutes of the 7 January meeting and matters arising

1.
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

2. Members requested that the Committee’s workplan is re-circulated.

3. Planning for the annual conference was raised. Content could include the Children’s NSF and workforce issues e.g. standardised/competency-based training.  

The conference would provide an appropriate opportunity to launch the Committee as a Safeguarding Board.

Mark will bring a draft conference programme to the Committee’s July meeting.  All ideas welcome.

4. The LCPC website is live:  www.londoncpc.gov.uk/ 

3)
Children Bill/Local Safeguarding Children Boards

1. A paper was tabled to inform discussion on how the Committee will respond to the Children Bill.  An apparent slowing down of the pace of change from the DfES means that there is less detail available at this stage than had been anticipated, to inform the Committee’s thinking.  

Useful discussion included the pros and cons of changes to the Committee’s membership and size, focus, role and responsibilities, name etc.

Mark will table a second draft based on emerging information, to the July meeting.

4)
LCPC Secondment 

1.
Mark updated the Committee – there has been interest in the post; recruitment is proceeding. 

5) Serious Case Reviews

1. The Committee considered the two proposals outlined in the paper.  A wide ranging discussion included the degree to which ACPC’s thresholds for serious case reviews differ across London, and the fact that currently there is no mechanism for sharing learning from the reviews across London.

2. The Committee agreed to proceed with Plan B: to sponsor the annual collation of information and dissemination of learning from the serious case reviews on a pan-London basis.

The Committee agreed to employ a consultant to undertake the work on an annual basis, to maximise relevant expertise and flexibility.

3. Safron offered to provide the Committee with an NSPCC report on their experience re learning from serious case reviews. Action
4. Mark will provide a paper with a draft project specification and job description to the July meeting. Action
6)    ACPC Funding 

1.
A paper was tabled – due to lack of time, discussion will occur outside the meeting

7)
Child Protection On-line
1. A short presentation was received from Jerzy Olenchnowicz.  The Committee wished Jerzy well in his efforts to promote CPoL.  Jerzy will send the website address.

The ALG is currently organising a review of the IT systems being used in promoting children’s welfare and safeguarding them in London.

8)   Independent Advisory Group

1.
A short presentation was received from Marcia DaCosta and  Debbie Ariyo who outlined the remit of the police safeguarding children independent advisory group.  This was to raise awareness of this group for the benefit of partner agencies as the police will often seek advice from a community perspective to assist them with serious and sensitive investigations. 

9) Any Other Business

1. Carried over to the next meeting:  the Committee’s relationship with the GLA. Action
10) Date of Next Meeting:

14 July 2004 at 2pm, ALG meeting room 3.
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