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NOTES OF THE LONDON CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7 JANUARY 2004 AT THE ALG, 59 ½ SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON, SE1 0AL.

CHAIR: BARRY QUIRK
Attendance list 

Ian Angus
LCPC/ALG/MPS

Ros Ayling
SWLSHA 

Mark Brangwyn
ALG

Christine Christie
NCH/LCPC

Hillary McCullom
ALG

Mike McDonagh
Met Police

Hannah Miller
GLADSS

John Powls
LPA

Barry Quirk
Chair (SELACF)

Mike Rourke
SSI

Sarah Witherington
ALG

Introductions and apologies

1.
Apologies were received from David Armond, Julie Dent, Peter Spindler, Paul Robinson, Anna Feuchtwang, Saffron Rose and Jo Green. 

Minutes of previous meeting

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

Operation Paladin Child

3. 
A pilot at Heathrow ran for 3 months and Peter Spindler of the MPS to provide briefings and follow up plans. There were a high number of West African and South African girls, and American and Russian children. Enquiries were sent to the relevant social services; the response rate was being evaluated. The numbers recorded indicate that the total of unaccompanied children is significant.

4. 
Ian Angus will give boroughs a list of outstanding enquiries. Hannah Miller will brief Directors and Assistant Directors.

5. 
Lunar House (Immigration) have 30 children unaccounted for. The Asylum team in Croydon social services will work at Lunar House.

LCPC Conference Feedback

6.
The conference on 5 December 2003 was very successful. Education and Health were not very well represented, so this would need to be developed.

Green Paper and Bill

7.
ALG’s response to the Green Paper has been sent to the DfES. The Met Police’s consultancy group report from the conference will also be sent. The DfES receive 4500 responses to the Green Paper, 3000 from children. A Bill will be published in February, Royal Assent is expected to be around November 2004 and implementation in 2005.

LCPC Workplan

8.
A draft programme was presented based on the same resources being available as last year including levels of seconded staff. ALG aims to put in more staff time.

9. 
Hannah Miller was asked to reopen the issue of Social services practitioner secondments, if resources and training are available. Mark Brangwyn will approach the NHS and will arrange a meeting with Julie Dent.

10. 
The Met Police will continue a secondment and hope to increase links with other Met Police officers.

11.
Training & child protection skills – it was agreed that a consultant would be employed to develop the training programme. 

12.
Irene Payne, the IDA’s Regional Director for London has carried out a review of training needs, and invited Chief Executives and Directors of Social Services to report their training needs. The results of this might be useful in arranging any training.

Children’s Trusts

13.
A forum has been set up for January 2004 for directors and lead officers, and DfES. 

14. 
A special meeting will be arranged for the LCPC members to discuss recommendations, terms of reference, structure and the work of the Safeguarding Children Boards, in particular with reference to issues around child protection, and to recommend a model.
15. 
The Government currently has IT high on its agenda, and it was agreed that London Connects would be invited to future meetings.

16. 
The workplan plus amendments was agreed.

Domestic Violence, Crime & Victims Bill

17.
Domestic Violence is part of the committee’s consideration, particularly identifying children at risk, and who is putting them at risk. Some boroughs have higher rates of domestic violence murder than other regions in the UK. In a significant number of domestic violence murder cases, agencies had known the families for years and had a chance to intervene. Being in a family with domestic violence is a very significant risk factor for children. There is a strong correlation between domestic violence and child abuse. Hillary McCollum will bring back key themes from the London Domestic Violence Forum.

18. 
NOTIFY records the number of homeless households but doesn’t give the reason for their homelessness, e.g. woman escaping domestic violence. NOTIFY is becoming more sophisticated but is not quite at the required standard/capability. Boroughs need to collaborate on IT, and need to agree on the core information that must be uniform across all the packages.

Date of Next Meeting 

19. 
A meeting in March to discuss the Safeguarding Children Model will be arranged.

20.
The next LCPC meeting will be in April or May (to be arranged).

AOB

21. 
All boroughs are using the new child protection procedures. Some boroughs decided to hold special launch events, which were well attended. ALG will order another 8000 copies of the procedures.

Minutes of ACPC meeting 28/10/03

22.
Minutes of meetings are circulated to ACPCs.

