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LCPC MANAGER’S PROGRESS REPORT 19.7.06
For information:
1. Revision of the LCPC Child Protection Procedures

The consultation period is expected to be September & October 2006, with final drafting and publication in time for a formal launch of the Procedures at the LCPC’s Safeguarding London’s Children Conference in December 2006. 
2. London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures/Guidance

Current procedures are: 

	Procedure/guidance
	Status

	Safeguarding Children Abused through Sexual Exploitation 
	For July Committee approval (launched June 06)

	Safeguarding Trafficked Children
	For July Committee approval (launched June 06)

	Safeguarding Sexually Active Children 
	For July Committee approval

	Safeguarding Children Missing from Care & Home
	For July Committee approval

	Safeguarding Children Missing School
	For Oct Committee approval

	Headteacher’s Safeguarding Children Handbook 
	For Oct Committee approval

	Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence
	Consultation closes 15th Sep


Proposed procedures are: 
	Procedure/guidance
	Status

	Working with Dangerous Families
	At first draft stage

	Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM    
	At first draft stage

	Safeguarding Disabled Children  
	Work not yet started

	London NHS Safeguarding Children Guidance
	Work not yet started


Initiatives & Training

3. London Serious Case Reviews

The first draft of the review of London Serious Case Reviews is due for presentation at the LCPC meeting in July. The final report is due in October 2006. Twenty-seven cases have been reviewed. 

Proposals for additional work include a London standard & guidance for review reports and a centralised list of approved independent reviewers.

4. Mental Health & Health Networks

The LCPC, together with CSIP and the London PCTs and Mental Health Trusts, is supporting the development of two London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks, for Health and Mental Health services. It is likely that the networks will meet annually/bi-annually (July & Oct in 2006) to: 

· raise issues for named and designated professionals and Board leads

· embed child protection into health service practice

· share models of good practice 

· disseminate information

· develop training etc.

There is potential for an LCPC Health Sub-group to support the safeguarding of children in London’s health services during the period of change to one SHA.

5. Schools Network

The LCPC, together with the Regional Partnership at GOL, is supporting the development of London Safeguarding Children in Schools Network. The Network’s remit will include safeguarding issues in relation to children and young people with learning difficulties and disabilities in independent and non-maintained residential special schools, looked after children and children and young people with mental health needs. It is likely to meet annually (Oct/Nov 2006), with a remit similar to the health networks.
6. Child Protection & Domestic Violence
7. A draft London procedure for Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence was launched at the jointly-hosted Child Protection & Domestic Violence Conference in June (consultation ends Sep 06). This procedure incorporates a risk assessment specifically for children. 
The LCPC is inviting London LSCBs to participate in a pilot of the risk assessment based on the Northern Ireland model.  
The LCPC could also co-host a half-day seminar in the autumn focussing on the emerging issue of the co-occurrence of domestic violence and sexual abuse in teenage relationships.
8. ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ campaign

The LCPC, Metropolitan Police, Cry-sis, BASPCAN would like to invite London LSCBs to roll out a local campaign. LCPC is developing an Information Pack* for LSCBs to provide to a network of professionals (in Sure Start, Homestart, family centres, the health visiting service, schools) to support them in delivering ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ sessions to parents and children (Newham’s 2 year pilot has reached 6,000 children).
9. Community Partnership Project 

This 12-month project commenced in the first week in July. The aim is to encourage close collaboration between statutory agencies, community organisations and faith groups so that jointly they can use their influence to stop child abuse linked to ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’ and other custom and ritual related practices which are harmful to children (e.g. forced marriage & female genital mutilation). 

The Project is a partnership between the LCPC and 8 London Boroughs – Southwark, Hackney, Newham, Haringey, Islington, Camden, Brent and Enfield, with funding from DfES, HO.
See separate Agenda item 5. Update from the Strategic Intelligence Group.
10. London Multi-agency Safeguarding Children Training

The LCPC is finalising the Competence Matters Framework for Multi-agency Safeguarding Children Training – a London-wide comprehensive Safeguarding Children training programme (based on the DfES “What To Do If …” levels of competence).

The LCPC is appointing a Policy & Training Officer who will assist in progressing this work, including exploring the potential for accreditation and a centralised trainer approval system.

11. Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in London / Stop it Now!

Child Sexual Abuse in London: the LCPC is concerned that there may be gaps in services for London children who have been sexually abused, and is looking to: 

· Map London CSA treatment services

· Promote a common understanding of the links between CSA and violence in and outside the family

· Develop knowledge of the profile and prevalence of CSA in London

· Promote a multi-agency response framework

Project Amethyst: the LCPC is involved with this centre for forensic-medical examinations of child victims of sexual assault at Northwick Park Hospital run by MPS, NHS and Social Care.

Stop it Now! London Co-ordinator: Being appointed by the LCPC and Stop it Now! UK & Ireland campaign – to develop London’s response aiming to prevent child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves.
12. London Child Death Review Panel

‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ outlines the requirement for LSCBs to set up (individually or jointly) Child Death Response Teams and Child Death Review Panels. The LCPC and the Met Police would like to invite London LSCBs to consider a Model for London consisting of:

· Local Child Death Response Teams 

· A single London Child Death Review Panel
13. Links with London LSCB Chairs

The London LSCB Chairs and the LCPC met in early July to discuss ways in which the links between us can be strengthened. 
14. Safeguarding London’s Children Conference

Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre:  15th December 2006. The LCPC is working to make this a truly multi-agency safeguarding children event. Last year attendance was:
· Health:  20%

· Police:  12%

· Social Services:  33%

· Education:  9%

· Probation:  2%
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