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LSCB MANAGER’S PROGRESS REPORT 25.10.06
FOR INFORMATION UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED:

1. Revision of the London Child Protection Procedures

Version 3 of the London Procedures has been drafted and was posted on the London Safeguarding Children Board’s website for consultation on 2nd October 2006 and an electronic alert with the website address was circulated to all the London Board’s contacts. The consultation period is one month, to 2nd November 2006. All agencies had forewarning that the consultation period would be very short.

Incorporation of the consultation feedback and final drafting will take place in November, and the Procedures will be formally launched at the Safeguarding London’s Children Conference on 15th December 2006. 
Printing will take place in January 2007. Agencies and individuals are being encouraged to order copies through their local Safeguarding Children Board. There is an order form on the London Board’s website.

Please see separate agenda item for a list of the contents, a guidance note on the changes from version 2 to version 3 and for information and a decision on publishing format and cost. 
2. London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures/Guidance

The supplementary procedures which have been approved*, and Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence, have been sign-posted and summarised in the London Child Protection Procedures.

* Safeguarding Children Abused through Sexual Exploitation
Safeguarding Trafficked & Exploited Children
Safeguarding Sexually Active Children
Safeguarding Children Missing from Care & Home

Safeguarding Children Missing School
The supplementary procedure Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM is being drafted with the support of an expert reference group, to be launched as a consultation draft at the Conference in December.
Procedures proposed for development in 2007 are: 
Working with Dangerous Families
Safeguarding Disabled Children  

London NHS Safeguarding Children Guidance
3. Review of London Serious Case Reviews

Work on the review of London Serious Case Reviews will resume after the launch of the Procedures.
Please see separate agenda item for a decision on dissemination of the Review findings.
4. Mental Health & Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks

The two London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks, for Health and Mental Health services are now being hosted by the Care Services Improvement Programme (CSIP). Agendas are set jointly by the London PCTs and Mental Health Trusts, the London Board and CSIP.
· Development of the Mental Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Network represent a step in addressing the emerging findings in the Review of London Serious Case Reviews.
5. Schools Safeguarding Children Professionals Network

The Regional Partnership, Government Office for London (GOL), is hosting the London Schools Safeguarding Children Network. In addition to focusing on mainstream safeguarding issues, the Network’s remit includes issues for children with learning difficulties and disabilities in residential special schools, looked after children and children with mental health needs.

6. Child Protection & Domestic Violence
Supplementary Procedure:  The consultation on the supplementary procedure Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence ended in September. The response has been detailed and constructive. 
London Pilots:  The procedure incorporates a risk assessment specifically for children. The London Board has developed a proposal for embedding use of the procedure/assessment in the local workforce, based on a successful two year pilot in Northern Ireland. There has been considerable interest across London in the Proposal, however funding is an issue.
· Both the supplementary procedure and the London Pilots represent steps to address the emerging findings in the Review of London Serious Case Reviews.
Please see separate agenda item for a decision on ways of taking forward the Pilots Proposal.
7. ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ campaign

Earlier this year the London Board met with the Metropolitan Police, London Boroughs and Cry-sis and BASPCAN, to explore the possibility of supporting local ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ campaigns in London. 
Most LSCBs already provide Good Parenting literature for prospective and new parents. The campaign would target parents through Sure Start, Homestart, family centres, the health visiting service, and also children in schools (as current babysitters and future parents).  Centralised funding would need to be sought to produce an Information Pack for LSCBs to support them in delivering ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ sessions to parents and children (Newham’s 2 year pilot has reached 6,000 children).
· The campaign represents a step in addressing the emerging findings in the Review of London Serious Case Reviews.
A decision is needed on the feasibility of taking forward the proposed campaigns.

8. Community Partnership Project 

This 12-month Project is overseen by the London Board’s Strategic Intelligence Group. The Project aim is to encourage close collaboration between statutory agencies, community organisations and faith groups so that jointly they can use their influence to stop child abuse linked to ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’ and other practices and abuses which are harmful to children e.g. forced marriage, female genital mutilation and trafficking of children for exploitation. 

Early indications are that this type of work requires a time commitment of at least three years rather than one year. 

Please see separate agenda item for an update from the Strategic Intelligence Group.
9.
Working with Faith Communities to Protect Children and Young People

Community Care has again approached the London Board to jointly host the second London Faith Communities conference, scheduled for 28th February 2007.
Please see the attached draft conference programme.

10.
London Multi-agency Safeguarding Children Training

Work on finalising the Competence Matters will resume after the launch of the Procedures. The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) has recommended that the Board maps the National Occupational Standards onto the Competence Matters Framework to help London LSCB Training Co-ordinators in commissioning services and children’s services professionals planning their career development. 
Interviews for the London Board’s Policy & Training Officer to assist in progressing training related issues, will take place on 9th November 2006.
11. Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in London / Stop it Now!

Child Sexual Abuse in London: the London Board’s survey of London social care and health services to map London CSA treatment services has received a poor response. A report will come to the nest Board meeting.
Project Amethyst
: the London Board Manager now sits on the Amethyst board. 
Stop it Now! London Co-ordinator
: invitations for a secondee to this post will be issued shortly by the London Board and Stop it Now! UK & Ireland campaign – to support London in developing the prevention of child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves.
12. London Child Death Review Panel

‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ outlines the requirement for LSCBs to set up (individually or jointly) Child Death Response Teams and Child Death Review Panels. The London Board and the Met Police have been exploring a model for London consisting of:

· Local Child Death Response Teams 

· Sub-regional London Child Death Review Panels
Please see separate agenda item on London Child Death Review Panels.
13. Links with London LSCBs
The London Board manager met with the LSCB Development Officers in early October. Feedback from the Development Officers has been that they found the meeting very useful. Their request to the London Board was that the Board’s website should be developed to accommodate sharing of good practice to minimise duplication of effort and collaborate on initiatives where possible. The LSCB Chairs requested feedback on this meeting.
14. Safeguarding London’s Children Conference

The Conference programme was posted on the London Board’s website and circulated to contacts in the second week in October. Applications to book were already being taken prior to that. The date is Friday 15th December, the venue is Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre SW1 and the programme has been planned to provide interest for safeguarding professionals from all London agencies.

Please see separate agenda item for the draft Conference programme.
See attachment overleaf/…
__________________________________________________________________________

Contact: Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager, 

m: 07841 054 204 ~ e: Christine.Christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk
Attachment
Working with Faith Communities to Protect Children and Young People

28th February 2007
Central London

9.30
Chair’s introduction and opening remarks


Janet Snell, Deputy Editor, Community Care
9.45
Keynote address: Working with faith communities to protect children and young people

Rt Hon Beverley Hughes MP 

Minister for Children, Young People and Families

10.15
The role of police in safeguarding children in faith communities
Detective Superintendent Alastair Jeffrey, Head of the Metropolitan Child Abuse Investigation Command
· Project Violet 
· Multi-agency working in child protection and faith communities
· Influences from the media 

10.45
 The social worker’s role in child protection within faith communities
Hannah Miller, Director of Social Services, London Borough of Croydon; ADSS Lead on Protecting Children from Religious/Cultural Based Abuse; and Member, London Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB)
· The role of London Safeguarding Children’s Boards (LSCB)

· Multi-agency working

· Are social workers receiving adequate training in faith issues?

11.15
Coffee

11.30
Child protection in faith-based environments


Dr Ghayasuddin Siddiqui, Leader, Muslim Parliament of Great Britain

· The findings of the report Child Protection in Faith-Based Environments
· The recommendations of the report

· Implementing child protection policies in Madressas

· Local authorities, LSBCs and faith based-organisations working together
12.00
The extent and analysis of child abuse relating to accusations of ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’


Eleanor Stobart, Independent Consultant
· Key findings of the report

· Issues for practice for statutory and voluntary organisations

· The recommendations of the report
12.30
Engaging and working with closed communities
Perdeep Gill, Child Protection Specialist, Aditi Consultancy Services

· Difficulties in engaging closed communities

· Community Partnership Projects

· Definitions of abuse that may take place in faith communities
1.00
Lunch

WORKSHOPS

2.00
A.  The Madressa Project – engaging communities to develop child protection policies and procedures 

Shakeel Hafez, Supplementary Schools Co-ordinator, Kirklees Education/Social Services 

· Experiences in working with Islamic supplementary schools to promote safeguarding of children and young people
· The need for professionals to better understand religion/belief and culture
· The implications of the report Child Protection in Faith-Based Environments
· Implementing policies and procedures in Islamic supplementary schools
OR


B. Working with the Jewish community

Gillian Kirsch, Social Work Team Manager and Rameet Reich, Social Work Team Manager, Norwood – Children and Families First
· Raising awareness of religious beliefs and culture within the Jewish community

· Investigations and assessments within the Jewish community in safeguarding children 

· Multi-agency working

OR

C. Lessons learnt from the London Community Partnership project


David Derbyshire, Service Development Director, NCH – The Bridge and Rebecca Lythe, ISCB Community Partnership Adviser, Islington Safeguarding Children Board

· What is the London Community Partnership project?

· Are the pilots having a positive impact on child protection in faith communities?

· Recommendations from the report
2.45
Coffee
3.00
D. Sex offending and the Christian church – challenges for professionals
David Pearson, Executive Director, The Churches Child Protection Advisory Service (CCPAS)

· The scale of the problem

· Churches and agencies working together

· Implications of the guidelines from the Nolan Report 
OR

E. Effective local action: the police, social workers and faith communities

Detective Superintendent Chris Bourlet 

· Working together to safeguard children

· Forging closer links between agencies
· The challenges of information sharing
OR

F. Working with African and Asian communities: Christian, Muslim, Sikh and Hindu perspectives of agencies

Imam Haroon Patel, Islamic Spiritual Leader, Harmander Singh, Prominent UK Sikh Activist; and Romain Matando, Founder, UK Congolese Association
· How do faith communities view agencies?

· Building effective relationships between communities and agencies

· What needs to change?
3.45 G. Working with and safeguarding black African children

Debbie Ariyo, Executive Director, AFRUCA (Africans Unite Against Child Abuse)

· Understanding religion, belief and culture

· The impact of ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’ on a child’s mental health

· Identifying cases of abuse in black African children

· Engaging black African communities in child protection – working together
OR
H. Surviving abuse – issues for the abused child

Colm O’Gormon, Director, One in Four
· The consequences of abuse on a child

· Recognising the damage

· Rebuilding trust, restoring faith

· Ensuring the best possible future for the abused child
OR

I. Working with young people in faith communities to safeguard young people

Janet Hind, National Child Protection Adviser, Church of England 
· Engaging with young people in faith communities

· Ensuring that young people understand the issues

4.30 Chair’s summing up and close of conference
4.40
Close of conference

� Centre for forensic-medical examinations of child victims of sexual assault at Northwick Park Hospital. The service is supported by the met Police, London NHS and children’s social care services.


� The Stop it Now! UK & Ireland Co-ordinator’s remit will be to support London in developing the prevention of child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves.
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