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London Board Manager’s Progress Report 26.4.07
FOR INFORMATION:

1. Revision of the London Child Protection Procedures

An editorial board is currently editing version 3 of the procedures. The timeline for publication of the Procedures includes a short consultation period in June, with approval of the Procedures by the Association of Directors of Children’s Services, the chairs of London LSCBs and the London Board in July and  publication scheduled for end August 2007. 

See also agenda item 4.

2. London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures/Guidance

The London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures have been cross-referenced in version 3 of the London Procedures.
· Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence: this procedure was offered for consultation in autumn 2006. The London Board continues to address the issues raised in through the consultation. See section 12. below.

· Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM: this procedure was offered for consultation in early 2007. The London Board plans to launch this procedure with a conference on FGM on 1st June 2007.
See also agenda item 9.

3. Safeguarding Children from Abuse linked to Spirit Possession
The London Board submitted a response to the DfES consultation on national guidance called 'Safeguarding Children from Abuse linked to Spirit Possession. 
4. Review of London Serious Case Reviews

The London Board’s Serious Case Review Sub-group has finalised the Report. The final version is presented today and will be presented to the chairs of London LSCBs. The final version awaits information which will only be available in May 2007, thus the likely timing for releasing the Report is June 2007.
See also agenda item 5.

5. London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks

·  
Mental Health Network: the Mental Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Network meets twice a year, and is co-hosted by the Care Services Improvement Programme (CSIP). The agenda is set jointly by the London Mental Health Trusts, the London Board and CSIP.

·  
Health Network: the Mental Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Network was launched on 21st March 2007 with a mini-conference co-hosted by the London Strategic Health Authority, the London Board and CSIP, with funding from Government Office for London (GOL). Delegates to the conference were all the health representatives on the London LSCBs. The conference was very well attended and a great success. The Network will meet twice a year.
The conference also launched a London Board Health Sub-group to be chaired by a PCT Director of Children’s Services.
·  
Schools Network: the Regional Partnership, GOL, is hosting the London Schools Safeguarding Children Network. In addition to focusing on mainstream safeguarding issues, the Network’s remit includes issues for children with learning difficulties and disabilities in residential special schools, looked after children and children with mental health needs.

· Voluntary Agencies Network: GOL, the London Board and the children’s charity, NCH co-hosted a conference for voluntary agencies providing services for children in March. Following from the conference, the London Board and GOL will explore with the voluntary sector, the potential for supporting a Network similar to the other Networks, i.e. with the aim of facilitating an exchange of information, improving cross-London working and identifying examples of good practice, in relation to safeguarding children.
6. Community Partnership Project 

This 12-month Project, overseen by the London Board’s Strategic Intelligence Group, is nearing completion. The Project aim is to encourage close collaboration between statutory agencies, community organisations and faith groups so that jointly they can use their influence to stop child abuse linked to ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’ and other practices and abuses which are harmful to children e.g. forced marriage, female genital mutilation and trafficking of children for exploitation. 

A draft final report is due in the first weeks in May. It will be drafted by NCH-The Bridge, who have been co-ordinating the Project. 

See also agenda item 10.
7.
London LSCB Development Officers Network

The London LSCB Development Officers have ………
8.
London Safeguarding Children Training

The London Board’s Training Sub-group has met to finalise Competence Matters and to consider what is needed to help London Training Co-ordinators in commissioning multi-agency safeguarding children training. This will include gathering London-wide information on training needs such as Joint Investigation & Achieving Best Evidence Training and the commissioning of e-learning programmes.
9. Child Death Screening Panels 

The London Board’s Child Death Review Panels Working-group met recently to consider the options for Child Death Review Panels for London.
See also agenda item 6.
10. Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in London / Stop it Now!

The first meeting of the London Board’s Child Sexual Abuse Sub-group is scheduled for 18th May 2007. The Sub-group will consider the report on the survey of London CSA treatment services, as well as looking to address London-wide CSA issues. The Sub-group will also provide a channel for issues relating to Project Amethyst and, as appropriate, any other multi-agency Sexual Abuse Referral Centres (SARCs) in London.
Stop it Now! London Co-ordinator (to support London in developing the prevention of child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves) this post has been re-advertised and interviews are scheduled for May 2007.
11. Child Protection & Domestic Violence 
The London Board continues to explore ways to assist London local authorities to implement the child-focussed risk assessment model contained in the supplementary London Procedure for Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence. This includes contributing to the review this month of Project Umbra (the multi-agency initiative commissioned by the London Criminal Justice Board, and led by the Metropolitan Police, to improve London’s response to domestic violence).
12.
Co-hosted Conferences
Conferences which have taken place:

· Safeguarding Children in Health: a mini-conference co-hosted by the London Strategic Health Authority, the London Board and CSIP, with funding from Government Office for London (GOL). This conference was free and by invitation only.
· Safeguarding Children for Voluntary Sector Childcare services: a conference for voluntary sector professionals co-hosted by GOL, the London Board and the children’s charity NCH. This conference was free.
· Safeguarding Children in Faith Communities: a conference co-hosted by Community Care and the London Board in February 2007. 

· Neglect – the Neglected Child Abuse: a conference co-hosted by Community Care and the London Board in April 2007.

The conferences were all well attended and feedback has been that they were well received.
Forthcoming conferences:
Safeguarding Children Abused at through FGM: this conference is scheduled for 1st June 2007, at the British Library. The programme includes speakers who have first hand experience of trying to respond to FGM in their schools, in community health services, in policing, in their communities (a community leader and also a group of young people) and a Somali Youth Group who use drama & arts to get the message across to their peers. There will be free places offered to community groups.
The London supplementary procedure Safeguarding Children at Risk from FGM, will be launched at the conference.
See also agenda item 9.
13.
Safeguarding London’s Children Conference

For this year’s conference the London Board has booked the QEII Conference centre for Thursday 13th December 2007. This will be the first year it is not on a Friday.

____________________________________________________________________________

Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager, April 2007
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