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London Board Manager’s Progress Report 7.2.07
FOR INFORMATION:

1. Revision of the London Child Protection Procedures

Version 3 of the London Procedures has been drafted and was posted on the London The procedures were offered for London-wide & specific stakeholder consultation in autumn 2006. The London Board received requests to postpone the launch date (end 2006) to facilitate further consultation & editing. A general editorial board has been convened with representation from the Child Protection Co-ordinators, LSCB Development Officers, Deputy Directors of Children’s Services & LSCB Chairs.

Specific stakeholder groups are also being convened e.g. Youth Justice, Health and CAFCASS. The Procedures will  be offered for final consultation in March 2007 and are schedules for sign-off by the Chairs of London Safeguarding Children Boards, the London Directors of Children’s Services and the London Board in April. 
Publication & Launch

The launch of the Procedures is planned for 1st May 2007. The London Board will produce a powerpoint presentation with  briefing notes.
The format options for disseminating the Procedures include:
i) Professionally printed copies(as with version 2; cost per copy - £3.20 plus cost of delivery to each LSCB £tbc

ii) Copies printed in-house by each LSCB; cost per copy: £5.40 (no delivery cost)

iii) Mini DVD (for agencies without access to the internet); cost per copy: £4
Please also see agenda item 4.

2. London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures/Guidance

The London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures have been cross-referenced in version 3 of the London Procedures.
Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence 
This procedure was offered for consultation in autumn 2006. The London Board is convening a working group to address the issues raised in through the consultation. See section 5. below.

Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM

The consultation on this procedure ends in mid-February 2007. The London Board to consider launching this procedure with a conference on FGM in June 2007.
Please also see agenda item 6.

Procedures proposed for development 

· Working with Dangerous Families

· Safeguarding Disabled Children  

· London NHS Safeguarding Children Guidance

3. Safeguarding Children from Abuse linked to Spirit Possession
DfES have produced national guidance called 'Safeguarding Children from Abuse linked to Spirit Possession' (attached). It was launched for consultation on 2nd February. The London Board's Community Partnership project has advised on it. In addition, on behalf of the DfES the Project will be convening a focus group of professionals who have experience of working with such cases to provide feedback on the Guidance. 
The section of the Guidance requiring LSCB's to report annually on cases of abuse linked to spirit possession raises the issues that:
a)   There is no current mechanism for gathering this information 
b)  If the information is to be gathered, then cases of FGM, trafficked children and honour based violence should be included (as per the Community Partnership Project)
Please see the Guidance in attachment 3b.
4. Review of London Serious Case Reviews

The London Board has convened a Serious Case Review Sub-group to finalise the Report and plan for dissemination of the information to relevant bodies. The likely timing for releasing the Report is end-March 2007.
Please see agenda item 5.

5. London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks

Mental Health Network
The Mental Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Network meets twice a year, and is co-hosted by the Care Services Improvement Programme (CSIP). The agenda is set jointly by the London Mental Health Trusts, the London Board and CSIP.

Health Network
The Health Safeguarding Children Professionals Network is being launched on 21st March 2007 with a mini-conference which is being co-hosted by the London Strategic health Authority, the London Board and CSIP. It is being funded by GOL as part of Children’s Services Month.

The Network, which will meet twice a year, is to comprise the health representatives on London LSCBs, all of whom have been invited to the conference.
Please see the mini-conference programme in attachment 3c.
Voluntary Agencies Network

This Network is being developed by GOL and the London Board, and similarly to the other Networks, the aim is to facilitate an exchange of information, improve cross-London working and identify examples of good practice.

As part of Children’s Services Month, a mini-conference for voluntary sector professionals is being hosted by GOL, the London Board and a London children’s voluntary agency in the last week of March 2007. The conference will be led by the DfES, Allegations Management Advisers, focussing on safer recruitment and vetting practice, vetting and recruitment checks, safe practice in working with children and managing allegations against staff and volunteers. 
Schools Network

The Regional Partnership, Government Office for London (GOL), is hosting the London Schools Safeguarding Children Network. In addition to focusing on mainstream safeguarding issues, the Network’s remit includes issues for children with learning difficulties and disabilities in residential special schools, looked after children and children with mental health needs.

6. London Board website

The London Board is receiving support from GOL and London Councils to upgrade the website. This will include improving access, developing secure information transfer areas for professionals, improving ‘the look’, changing the address to reflect the board’s change of title etc. This work is scheduled to start in March 2007.  

7. Child Protection & Domestic Violence / ‘Don’t Shake the Baby’ campaign

Proposal of these initiatives reflected the early findings of the Review of London Serious Case Reviews; along with the development of the London Mental Health Safeguarding professionals Network and a potential need for a focus on the issues which arise for London children and families from black and ethnic minority communities. 
Part of the work of the London Board’s Serious Case Reviews Sub-group will be to consider how these initiatives should be progressed. This is likely to include a survey of existing local activity to address these issues across London.
Please see agenda item 5.
8. Community Partnership Project 

This 12-month Project is overseen by the London Board’s Strategic Intelligence Group. The Project aim is to encourage close collaboration between statutory agencies, community organisations and faith groups so that jointly they can use their influence to stop child abuse linked to ‘possession’ and ‘witchcraft’ and other practices and abuses which are harmful to children e.g. forced marriage, female genital mutilation and trafficking of children for exploitation. 

Early indications are that this type of work requires a time commitment of at least three years rather than one year. 

Please see agenda item 7.
7.
Co-hosted Conferences
The London Board is co-hosting two conferences with Community Care.

· London Faith Communities conference: 27th February 2007
· London conference on Child Neglect: 19th April 2007
Please see agenda item 9.
8.
London Safeguarding Children Training

Multi-agency Training

The London Board’s new Policy Officer is convening a Training Sub-group to finalise Competence Matters. The Policy Officer will also liaise with the Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) to explore the feasibility of mapping the National Occupational Standards onto the Competence Matters Framework to help London LSCB Training Co-ordinators in commissioning services and children’s services professionals planning their career development. 

Joint Investigation & Achieving Best Evidence Training

The professionals responsible for commissioning JI & ABE training have raised concerns with the Board that they are facing challenges in organising enough courses to meet social workers needs for training. The Board had brought this to the attention of the LSCB Chairs and the senior child care managers, with a proposed solution.
9. Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in London / Stop it Now!

Child Sexual Abuse Treatment Services in London: this is a joint initiative between the London Board and London Councils, the report on this survey of London CSA treatment services has been received and will come to the April meeting for consideration.

Stop it Now! London Co-ordinator (to support London in developing the prevention of child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves): The London Board and Stop it Now! UK & Ireland campaign will advertise this post in April 2007.
10. Links with London Local Safeguarding Children Boards
The London Board hosts twice yearly meetings for both the London Chairs of Local Safeguarding Children Boards (chaired by Hannah Miller, Chair of Croydon Safeguarding Children Board) and the London LSCB Development Officers group (chair tba).
The London Chairs are currently considering the following issues:

· Draft 4 of the review of Serious Case Reviews
· Proposals for London Child Death Screening Panels

· Proposals for JI & ABE training in London
The Development Officers are compiling an overview of progress on the development of London LSCBs.
11. Safeguarding London’s Children Conference

The Conference took place on 15th December 2006 at the venue is Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre SW1. Feedback has been that the conference was a success. 

For this year’s conference the QEII Conference centre has been booked for Thursday 13th December 2007. This will be the first year it is not on a Friday.

See attachments /…
____________________________________________________________________________
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