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London Board Manager’s Progress Report 25.7.07
FOR INFORMATION:

1. Revision of the London Child Protection Procedures

The editorial board has completed the editing of version 3 of the procedures. The procedures were circulated to the members of the Association of Directors of Children’s Services for their 9th July meeting and to the chairs of London LSCBs for their 23rd July meeting. 
The local authority lawyers have been reviewing the procedures and will shortly complete this work.

London Councils, on behalf of the London Board is currently letting a contract for the printing and distribution (to the London LSCB) of the procedures.

The procedures will be posted on the London Board’s website, downloadable in both in sections and in full. Also downloadable from the website will be powerpoints to assist in training on the procedures.

Please also see agenda item 5.

2. London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures/Guidance

The London Supplementary Safeguarding Children Procedures which have been cross-referenced in the London Procedures, and therefore form extensions of the Procedures are:
· Safeguarding Children Abused through Sexual Exploitation
· Safeguarding Trafficked & Exploited Children
· Safeguarding Sexually Active Children
· Safeguarding Children Missing from Care & Home

· Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM 
· Safeguarding Children Missing School *
· Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence*
* These two supplementary procedures have not yet been individually approved by the London Board. The ‘Domestic Violence’ procedure is due for approval at the next Board meeting (see also point 11. below - London Domestic Violence Pilots) and the ‘Children Missing School’ procedure is presented for approval at this meeting:
Please see agenda item 8.
3. DCSF Consultation: Safeguarding Children who may have been Trafficked
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) is currently consulting on national guidance (supplementary to Working Together to Safeguard Children (HMG 2006)) called Safeguarding Children who may have been Trafficked. The consultation draft is based on the London supplementary Safeguarding Trafficked & Exploited Children.
The consultation is due to close on 16 August.  It can be found on www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations. 

 
4. Safeguarding Children from Abuse Linked to a Belief in Spirit
The London Board’s Community Partnership project contributed significantly to the new non-statutory, good-practice guidance for professionals and their managers to assist them in responding to cases where children are abused or neglected because of a belief in spirit possession. 
See: http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00465-2007
5. Review of London Serious Case Reviews

The Review of London Board’s Serious Case Review has been distributed to members of ALDCS and the LSCB Chairs group, in the form of a printed copy and a CD.
Please see agenda item 6.
6. London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks
Mental Health Network – chair: Jan Pearson, Associate Director for Safeguarding Children, East London and The City Mental Health NHS Trust. Contact:  Jan.pearson@elcmht.nhs.uk.  Next meeting: 4th October 2007
Health Network – chair: Sally Jones, Director of Children and Young People’s Services, Greenwich Teaching PCT. Contact:  Sally.jones@GreenwichPCT.nhs.uk. Next meeting: 21st September 2007
Schools Network – chair: Mary Khun, Lead for the London SEN Regional Partnership, Government Office for London. Contact: Mary.kuhn@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: 26th September 2007
LSCB Development Officers Network – chair: Christine Christie, London Board Manager. Contact: Christine.christie@lonconcuncils.gov.uk. Next meeting: 11th September 2007.
7. Community Partnership Project 

The final report from the Community Partnership Project has been completed. The report is presented for approval at this meeting. In the front of the report is a three page summary of the project conclusion, findings and recommendations.

Please see agenda item 10 (Strategic Intelligence Group Update).
9. Child Death Review Panels (CDRPs) 

The London Board presented a London CDRP Model to ALDCS earlier this month and based on the discussion at the meeting a revised draft (see paper 7a) has been submitted for consideration to the ALDCS CDRP Sub-group, chaired by Dave Hill.
The Metropolitan Police and the London Board are hosting a presentation from Michael Durfee, MD on 25th July. Dr. Durfee is the medical co-ordinator for the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services Child Abuse Prevention Program. He serves as co-chair of Los Angeles County's Child Death Review Team, California State Child Death Review Board, and is the founder and chief consultant of the International Child Abuse Network, Inc. (ICAN) National Centre on Child Fatality Review.  
Please see agenda item 7.
10. Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in London / Stop it Now!

Child Sexual Abuse Treatment  Services Project: The London Board’s Child Sexual Abuse sub-group has met and reviewed the report on the survey of London CSA treatment services (for a summary of key themes and conclusion see appendix 1). The sub-group agreed with the report author that difficulties in undertaking the survey undermine the report conclusions and accordingly the sub-group agreed to repeat the survey.
Children and adults who sexually abuse: the CSA sub-group is hosting two presentations on the morning of 25th July by:

· The Assessment Intervention and Moving-on Service, which has been successful (in Manchester) in improving multi-agency risk assessment and assessment of needs for children who harm other children sexually; and 
· The National Director of the Stop it Now! UK & Northern Ireland campaign on improving prevention of child sexual abuse by reaching people concerned about the behaviour of someone they know and abusers themselves
Stop it Now! London Regional Manager: interviews for this post are scheduled for 18th July 2007.
11. Child Protection & Domestic Violence Pilots
Two London boroughs are beginning to pilot the new London Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence supplementary procedure: Barnet and Barking and Dagenham. Other boroughs who have expressed an interest include Hammersmith and Fulham, Greenwich and Bexley.
The pilots comprise several days of intensive multi-agency training for professionals in how to competently assess the risk of harm to children experiencing domestic violence, using the new supplementary procedure’s child risk assessment matrix; followed by mentoring and an adviceline for the professionals; and training for trainers to enable the LSCBs to cascade the training.

The training is being undertaken by the Barnardos experts who have been piloting the assessment in Northern Ireland. Contact: Libby.fry@barnardos.gov.uk
12.
Safeguarding Children Abused at through FGM Conference/Pilots
The London Board’s Safeguarding Children Abused through FGM conference in June 2007 was extraordinarily successful. The programme included speakers who have first hand experience of trying to respond to FGM in their schools, in community health services, in policing, in their communities (a community leader and also a group of young people) and a Somali Youth Group who use drama & arts to get the message across to their peers. Free places offered to community groups.
Following from the conference the London Board, with support from London NHS and the Department of Health, is looking to sponsor the introduction of routine screening for FGM in London’s maternity services. 
13.
Safeguarding London’s Children Conference

For this year’s conference the London Board has booked the QEII Conference centre for Thursday 13th December 2007. This will be the first year it is not on a Friday.

____________________________________________________________________________

Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager: 
Appendix 1
Report on the survey of London Child Sexual Abuse treatment services
The sub-group agreed with the report author that difficulties in undertaking the survey undermine the report conclusions and accordingly the sub-group agreed to repeat the survey. Readers are requested to keep this caveat in mind when reading the report. The key themes of the report were:

· Csa services are difficult to identify and access;

· There appeared to be some confusion in people’s minds about sexual health / csa services. Few were aware of csa services; 

· Doctors’ knowledge base and ability to offer information about csa and csa services is limited;

· NHS services focus on initial diagnosis and forensic examination, with little or nothing by way of follow-up / ongoing care;

· The range of NHS services is limited to medical models i.e. psychiatry rather than counselling;

· Where services are established this is as a result of a local individual’s specific interest;
· CAMHS professionals feel unsupported in responding to csa which comes to light during treatment for other presenting problems; and in getting pre-trial therapy for children

· There is a lack of information on the quality and effectiveness of the csa services which are available.
The report concludes that there are a number of gaps in csa services available, in systems and process; and there is also a need to provide better training for those likely to come into contact with children who have been sexually abused.  

See the report at: www.londonscb.gov.uk
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