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Update from the Strategic Intelligence Group

Project Commencement and Inaugural Seminars

The Community Partnership Project commenced on schedule in early July, with a meeting of the Project Operational Group and NCH-The Bridge to develop the detail of the Project. 

A seminar is planned for 27th July when NCH-The Bridge will host a workshop for the Community Partnership Advisers to develop and maintain a common aim and approach, a minimum quality standard of activity and to share information, ideas and expertise across the boroughs. This is the first of several planned regular workshops during the life of the Project, which will be supported by members of both the |operational group and the Strategic intelligence Group.
Progress by the Participating Boroughs
The boroughs are reporting progress in appointing Community Partnership Advisers (CPAs) as follows:

Camden – Voluntary Action Camden (VAC) have been commissioned to co-ordinate the CPA’s activities in Camden. Two applicants will be interviewed on Friday. VAC will line-manage the CPA with close involvement from the Camden Safeguarding Children Board. Training will be provided by both VAC and the LSCB.

Brent – The CPA post was advertised for a secondment, the CPA will be managed through the Brent Safeguarding Children Board. The NSPCC are currently undertaking complementary work in Brent and the borough anticipates that the Community Partnership Project activity will benefit from this.

Islington – The post was offered as a secondment to be managed through the Islington Safeguarding Children Board. The CPA is now in post and is receiving a two week induction.  S/he was an Education Welfare Officer previously.
Newham – Interviews will take place next week and it is anticipated that the CPA will be in post by the beginning of August. Newham Safeguarding Children Board has allocated an additional £30k to Community Partnership Project-related activity. 
Haringey – The CPA post was advertised for a secondment or one-year contract and the CPA is now in post. The postholder was a senior Social Worker. S/he is receiving a two week induction. The CPA will be line-managed by a Children’s Social Services Child Protection Adviser who already has responsibility for faith related child protection issues. The Haringey Safeguarding Children Board will monitor the Community Partnership Project activity in the borough.
Hackney – The Project is being co-ordinated locally by the Child Protection Co-ordinator. The CPA Person Specification and JD are currently being evaluated. It is likely that Hackney will offer the post as a secondment to have someone in post by September.

Enfield – The CPA will be managed by Enfield Safeguarding Children Board within Enfield’s existing Strategy for Community Involvement. The post is currently being advertised with a view to having someone in post by September. The LSCB is working with voluntary sector groups to develop a brief for the post locally (aims, desired outcomes etc) and this generating lots of discussion about how the post may develop.

Southwark – The CPA JD and Person Specification are currently being evaluated. Following this the post will be advertised for employment or secondment. A Steering Group is being set up to manage the posts activities and this process is raising the project profile and stimulating debate within the borough. The earliest it is anticipated having someone in post is the end of September.
Five of the CPAs will be able to participate in the July inaugural seminar. The remaining three CPAs will be inducted and brought up to speed in September and October. 
DfES Research

The DfES commissioned research Child Abuse related to Accusations of ‘Possession’ or ‘Witchcraft’ was published in the last week of June. The report has been circulated to the LCPC members. The Project participants will benefit from being informed by this research and NCH-The Bridge will tailor the Project’s own research element to compliment the DfES research as far as possible. 
A summary of the DfES research is attached, the full report is 32 pages, it can be accessed at: www.dfes.gov.uk/research.
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