Agenda 6

Dear Colleague

Metropolitan Police Contribution to LSCB

The Metropolitan Police Service Child Abuse Investigation Command (SCD5) has provided financial contributions to Area Child Protection Committees for a number of years.  For the year 05/06 the total SCD5 contribution towards safeguarding children was £250,000, paid to the Association of London Government for distribution by the LCPC. 

For the year 05/06, direct contributions of £160,000 have been made (£5,000 per ACPC).  In addition, SCD5 contributed a further £90,000 for London safeguarding children initiatives, £30,000 of which has supported the LCPC workplan.  The remaining £60,000 has been available to support other London-wide or cross-borough safeguarding initiatives.  

Unfortunately, due to financial constraints, not only is the MPS unable to increase its contribution for 06/07, it has to slightly reduce its contribution to £230,000.  The LCPC has again agreed to manage the police contributions to LSCBs for this year, and will provide a fixed contribution of £5,000 to each LSCB.  A further £70,000 will be made available to indirectly support LSCBs through London-wide safeguarding initiatives as detailed in the latest LCPC workplan.  This includes contributions towards the next edition of the London Child Protection Procedures and support to develop multi-agency safeguarding children training. 

I believe this simplifies the arrangement, supports core LSCB activity and ensures that each LSCB receives an equitable proportion of the available fund.  Whilst LSCBs may wish to request further police contributions from their Borough Commanders, you should bear in mind that they have been advised that any such contributions would be at their discretion and dependent on existing budgets.  

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Spindler

