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The LCPC is asked to support the following proposal: 

Proposal for seminar on Cyberbullying as it affects Young People 
and their Safety: January 2006
Proposal authors: Anita Compton, London Region Co-ordinator, Anti-bullying Alliance Research Team & Professor Peter Smith, Head, Unit for School and Family Studies, Goldsmiths College
Summary of Proposal

That Anti-bullying Alliance, Goldsmiths College and the London Child Protection Committee (and, possibly the Children’s Commissioner) jointly host a one-day seminar on cyberbullying, with the objectives of:

(a) Sharing current knowledge on the topic

(b) Facilitating networking of researchers, professionals, it manufacturers and young people

(c) Identifying needs for further research and practical action

(d) Planning a proposal for a larger-scale project to research and provide help in tackling cyberbullying.

Background

Cyberbullying is a form of bullying that is on the increase, as new technologies (mobile phones, camera phones, internet facilities) both become more sophisticated and spread to a wider proportion of the population, including many children and young people. Whether bullying in general is more prevalent is debatable, but it is almost certainly the case (despite a lack of proper longitudinal statistics) that cyberbullying is increasing. For example, ‘happy-slapping’ or bullying by disseminating pictures via mobile phone, could not exist until mobile phones had this facility.

Several surveys of cyberbullying, by NCH and others (including a recent small-scale but in-depth survey for the Anti-bullying Alliance) show that currently cyberbullying affects a small percentage of pupils (c.2-5%) regularly, and up to 25% on an occasional basis. Some of this cyberbullying is in school, but quite a lot is outside school. As with other forms of bullying, adults are often not told. Some forms of cyberbullying, such as those using mobile phones, are thought (by pupils) to be more distressing than the more usual forms (physical, verbal, social exclusion, telling rumours), although some (e.g. email and chatroom bullying) are thought to be less distressing.

Much remains unknown about cyberbullying. The Anti-bullying Alliance survey suggested a gender difference, with girls more involved in all major forms; but this was based on a small sample (n=92). We do not really know how much cyberbullying is taking place. We also know little about age changes and at which ages it first becomes a problem. The extent to which school policies and strategies recognise cyberbullying and attempt to deal with it is also not known on any large scale. At a meeting of the London LEA Safeguarding Children  Leads, hosted by the LCPC in November, cyberbullying emerged as a major concern and an area where more knowledge was very much needed.

Proposal

As a first step, a one-day seminar is proposed on cyberbullying as it affects young people. It would have the aims of:

(a) sharing current knowledge on the topic

(b) facilitating networking of researchers, professionals concerned with children and young people, IT manufacturers and young people

(c) identifying needs for further research and practical action

(d) planning a proposal for a larger-scale project to research and provide help in tackling cyberbullying.

Proposed attendance at the seminar: (suggested numbers in brackets)

· Representatives of Anti-bullying Alliance



(2)

· LCPC Manager







(1)
· Childrens Commissioner






(1)

· Researchers who have worked in bullying, and cyberbullying

(3)

· Representatives from Child Protection




(2)

· Representatives from schools





(4)

· Representatives from youth clubs




(2)

· Representatives of mobile phone companies & internet service providers
(3)

· Representative from police





(1) 
· A legal expert







(1)

· Representatives of parent organisations




(2)

· Pupils and young people






(4)
with a likely total of about 26 people.

Proposed format:


Introductions

Some experiences of cyberbullying


Summary of research on cyberbullying


Legal and child safety issues


[tea/coffee]


Recent and possible future technological developments


What schools are doing currently


[Lunch]

What needs to be done practically to help children, young people, parents, schools -working groups and plenary
[tea/coffee]


What further research is needed - working groups and plenary
Summary and future plans
The seminar to be organised by the Research Co-ordination team of Anti-bullying Alliance, based at the Unit for School and Family Studies, Goldsmiths College.

___________________________________________________________________________
Page 1 of 3

