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London Child Death Review Panels

Current Proposal

The current proposal for London Child Death Review Panels (CDRPs) was developed by the Metropolitan Police to stimulate debate and develop a consensus around 'a model'. The proposal was discussed at the January meeting of the LSCB Chairs. 
LSCB Chairs’ Response
Discussion points were captured for the Chairs meeting notes as follows:
· In relation to the Metropolitan Police proposal, Islington spoke for several LSCBs in expressing concerns including the cost and the borough groupings. Some boroughs have so few child deaths that data could not feasibly be extrapolated. The Chairs discussed the merits of ‘natural neighbour’ groupings.

· The East London LSCBs (as defined by the police proposal) have a meeting scheduled to explore the feasibility of setting up a sub-regional CDRP.

· The Chairs’ concerns to be raised at the next London Board meeting on 7th February. Alternative models need to be considered.

· The Chairs agreed that for the most part cases coming to the CDRPs will reflect public health issues, not child protection concerns. 

Action from the Chairs’ Meeting

Following from the discussion, the actions agreed were as follows:
a) Chairs to email the Board’s Policy Support Officer, Paul Heigl, with suggested amendments to the Metropolitan Police model or suggestions for an alternative model for CDRPs. 
The closing date for comments and suggestions is 9th February 07.

b) On the basis of the Chairs’ responses, the London Board Manager will negotiate changes to the Metropolitan Police proposal or develop an alternative model.

This process is likely to benefit from the drawing together of a small group of interested parties (as has previously been suggested), to include the Police, and representatives for the Chairs and for NHS London.
______________________________________________________________________Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager 1.2.07
