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Revision of the London Child Protection Procedures

January 2006
1.
The Revision Process 
London Child Protection Committee (LCPC) anticipates issuing new London Child Protection Procedures in September 2006. This note sets out the consultation process and invites contributions to the final drafting of the new procedures.
The LCPC has welcomed the contribution of the review group; it has held a series of meetings since 2004 to review the current edition of the London Child Protection Procedures. 
The preparation of revisions takes account of:
· The Supplementary London Procedures/guidance (see below for the list of these and their current status, completed or in draft format) 
· The changes signaled in the consultation draft of the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) guidance, Working Together to Safeguard Children
· The wider safeguarding children audience for the current edition of the procedures than for the previous version
2.
Timeline

The DfES is expected to publish Working Together to Safeguard Children will be published in March 2006.

In April 2006 Working Together will be incorporated into the revised draft procedures.
A draft of London Child Protection Procedures will be issued for London-wide consultation May to end July 2006*.
The LCPC and its review group will review the consultation responses and agree the London Child Protection Procedures in August 2006.
The LCPC will be publish the London Child Protection Procedures in September 2006.

3.
Suggested Changes in Structure and Content
All sections of the procedures are being revised in line with the DfES Working Together, including:
· The Child Protection Register/child protection plans
· Local Safeguarding Children Boards
· Child death review teams
· Responding to cases of under-age sexual activity
· Service names 
· Information sharing duty and database to assist children’s casework 
· Children in specific circumstances
Changes to the structure and content of the procedures include:

	Section 1: Introduction (Section heading unchanged)
· Content updated to take account of Every Child Matters, the NSF, new legislation Children Act 2004 and Sexual Offences Act 


	Section 2: Information Sharing (was Agency Roles, which is now Appendix 1)
· Content updated according to DfES guidance


	Section 3: Recognition and Referral (was Information Sharing and Confidentiality)


	Section 4: Children in Specific Circumstances (was Recognition and Response)
· New sections on domestic violence, bullying, out of control behaviour


	Section 5: The Referral and Assessment Process (Section heading unchanged)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together



	Section 6: Child protection Enquiries (Section heading unchanged)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together



	Section 7: Child Protection Conferences (Section heading unchanged)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together



	Section 8:implementation of Child Protection Plan (Section heading unchanged)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together



	Section 9: Additional Procedures 
· To include reference to new Supplementary LCPC Procedure e.g. Safeguarding Trafficked Children, Children Abused through Sexual Exploitation or Children Missing School. 



	Section 10: Unexpected Child Deaths (new Section)
· This Section will include a description of the new Child Death Review Panels, and be cross-referenced to Section 15: Strategic management, which describes the roles and responsibilities of Local Safeguarding Children Boards.

	Section 11: Children & Families in Need moving across Borough Boundaries (was Section 10)
· Content updated


	Section 12: Organised and Complex Abuse (was Section 11)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together



	Section 13: Allegations Against Staff (was Section 12)
· This Section will be updated to reflect the DfES’s new guidance for all agencies on Allegations Against Staff



	Section 14: Risk Management of Known Offenders (was Section 13)
· Updated including advice from London Probation Service.



	Section 15: Strategic Management (was Section 14)
· Content updated and changed in line with Working Together




Supplementary London Procedures/Guidance (available at www.londoncpc.gov.uk) 
· Safeguarding Trafficked Children – draft for consultation
· Safeguarding Sexually Active Adolescents – interim awaiting DfES guidance
· Safeguarding Children Abused through Sexual Exploitation – draft for consultation 
· London Headteacher’s Handbook – draft for consultation
· Safeguarding Children Missing from School – draft for consultation
The draft revised London Child Protection Procedures will be provided by email and on the LCPC website at: www.londoncpc.gov.uk
Comments and proposals will be welcome up to the end of July 2006 (the anticipated submission date for responses to the consultation), and should be sent by email to: lcpc@alg.gov.uk
Ordering the Procedures

LSCBs are encouraged to start identifying what the level of demand for the London Child Protection Procedures is likely to be, from the statutory, voluntary and independent sector agencies in their area. Indicative prices for individual books are:
· £46,499 if the print run is 25,000

price per copy = £1.86
· £85,979 if the print run is 50,000

price per copy = £1.72
· £136,225 if the print run is 80,000

price per copy = £1.70

An order form is attached, which organisations and individuals can use to place orders with their Local Safeguarding Children Board. In mid-July, the LCPC will ask LSCBs to provide figures for the total number of copies required in their borough.  
___________________________________________________________________
Christine Christie LCPC Manager
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London Child Protection Procedures
ORDER FORM

Number of copies of the Procedures:     _____________________

Contact Person:   ________________________________________

Organisation:      _________________________________________

Address: 
 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

Email:          __________________________________

Telephone:   __________________________________

Please return this form to your local Area Child Protection Committee, contact details for which can be found at: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/acpc/.

Or for more information please contact Daniel Furby on 0207 934 9646 or email Daniel.furby@alg.gov.uk.[image: image3.png]London child

protection committee




* The LCPC requires approx four weeks for incorporation of Working Together; and the pan-London consultation period needs to be long enough to accommodate stakeholders being away over the summer. 
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