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London Child Death Response & Review
Introduction

An ALDCS / London Board Steering Group has been meeting to develop a London strategy for implementing child death responses in line with section 7. of Working Together to Safeguard Children (DCSF, 2006), from 1st April 2008.
The Steering Group anticipates that the structures and processes for responding to and reviewing child deaths will need updating within the year, in the light of London LSCBs’ operational experience, gained from April onwards.
The Steering Group’s aim is to develop guidance and procedure which is generic enough for London LSCBs to use to develop their local practice according to local need. 
London NHS is working closely with the Steering Group to ensure that PCTs are fully responsive to the section 7. requirements.

Child Death Response & Review Toolkit

The Steering Group is developing a multi-agency Child Death Response & Review Toolkit, which will comprise:

a) A briefing paper which sets out a London overview – the designated paediatricians, the review panel groupings, the panel chairs etc

b) A Notification of a Death proforma and guidance notes;

c) A Rapid Response procedure;
d) The structure and process for a Review panel;

e) A thresholds tables providing guidance as to the level of review a case may require;

f) The CEMACH information gathering and evaluation booklet; and

g) A description of the data inputting and collation process.

Support for section 7. implementation

The Steering Group is also planning:
· Training for the designated paediatricians;

· Training for the panel chairs and administration;

· Settig up a process for London-wide collation and analysis of the information;

· Drafting of the London Child Protection Procedures section 12. The unexpected death of a child; and 
· Setting up a Child Death Response & Review page on the London Board website (www.londonscb.gov.uk), to include contact details for the single point of contact for notifications in each LSCB area, designated paediatricians and panel chairs.

Timescale
At the next Steering Group meeting , 25th February 2008, draft materials for the Toolkit will be considered. From that final versions will be produced with a view to disseminating the Toolkit London-wide in early March 2008.
Training is being planned for April.

_______________________________________________________________________
Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Children Board Manager, February 2008
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