Paper 7a

[image: image1.emf]
Culture & Faith Sub-group Update
(was Strategic Intelligence group)
 This paper addresses two issues for discussion, as follows:
1.
Pan-London Co-ordinator post – for discussion and decision
1.1
The London Board’s bid for funding from DCSF for this post has been rejected. 
1.2
In summary, the need for investment in supporting London’s diverse communities in the safeguarding of their children is supported by – the findings of the Community Partnership Project, the fact that Black and minority ethnic families accounted for approximately two-thirds of the London serious case reviews* and the Met Police SCD5 strategic intelligence assessment.

* the Culture & Faith Sub-group has set aside time to consider the key issues relating to BME communities coming out of the London Review at it’s next meeting 

1.3
The Culture & Faith Sub-group’s recommendation to the London Board is that investment in supporting London LSCBs to work with London’s diverse communities in the safeguarding of their children is needed. 
1.4
Current projects which require investment include:

· The FGM screening pilots;
· The Somali Young People Project (SYPP);
· Co-ordination of the LSCB’s communities, culture & faith network;
· Co-ordination of a London trafficked children response;

· Taking forward the recommendations from the Community Partnership Report; and 
· Taking forward the learning from the key issues relating to BME communities coming out of the London Review.

2.
Families from abroad where there are safeguarding concerns – for discussion
2.1
A serious case review in Croydon of circumstances where 2 children died at the hands of their mentally ill mother has highlighted the need for London authorities (indeed the UK) to be more proactive with regard to safeguarding links / knowledge sharing with authorities in Europe and elsewhere.  
2.2
Given the high percentage of serious case reviews in London featuring families recently arrived – this is likely to become more high profile.
 
________________________________________________________________
Christine Christie, London Safeguarding Board Manager, February 2008
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