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LONDON SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN BOARD

London Runaways Refuge
Background

1. A centre for runaway children and young people has been providing emergency support for some years.  The centre, managed by St Christopher’s Fellowship with financial support provided by NSPCC and London boroughs aims to provide accommodation and assessment pending a return to home or child protection.
2. London Councils and directors have established a work comprising boroughs, police service, Government Office for London and the voluntary sector to:
· Develop the role of the centre
· Support local provision by boroughs and build prevention services
· Advise on future financial arrangements
3. A national review of the purpose of runaway centres has resulted in financial uncertainty; DCFS has recently provided additional funds pending completion of the London review; directors are providing £150,000 in 2008/09. 

4. Ministers have asked for reports on data, service delivery and legislative change to be provided in the autumn.

5. The Board is recommended to note the following actions being undertaken by the review group:

· An assessment of datasets to enable boroughs provide assessment of the number of runaways and their needs
· An assessment of borough services, use of London protocols and numbers of runaways
· Recommended services and implementation by boroughs

· Budget and business planning for 2009/10 

6. This phase of the development of service will be complete in July 2008.

7. The Board is recommended to receive a further report at its next meeting.
Mark Brangwyn

Head of Community Services, London Councils
May 2008
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