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London Board Progress Report                                                            30th July 2008
FOR INFORMATION
1. London Board Strategic Review
In May 2008 the London Board approved collaboration with the Government Office for London in which the two GOL Safeguarding Children Advisers will assist the London Board manager to progress the London Board’s 2008/9 workplan, accessible at www.londonscb.gov.uk (in the section: About the Board). As part of this new way of working GOL funded a half day on 23rd July, of discussion and decision-making on the way forward for the London Board. 
2. New initiatives:

New initiatives since May 2008 London Board meeting include:

· London Runaways initiative

· Datasets Project Phase II

· Trafficked children initiative

· Guidance on multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents misuse substances or have mental ill health 

3. Serious Case Reviews

The London Board Serious Case Reviews sub-group is being convened to explore proactive ways of taking forward the learning and recommendations from the Review of London Board’s Serious Case Reviews. 
Reviews have started coming in for a second London Review. 
The London Board and GOL co-hosted a Serious Case Reviews seminar in June 2008, which addressed the new Ofsted and GOL responsibilities in relation to the process of undertaking serious case reviews and evaluation of completed reviews. 
4. London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks
4.1
Mental Health Network – chair: Jan Pearson, Associate Director for Safeguarding Children, East London and The City Mental Health NHS Trust. Contact:  jan.pearson@eastlondon.nhs.uk .  Next meeting: 2nd October 2008.
4.2
Health Network – chair: Sally Jones, Director of Children and Young People’s Services, Greenwich Teaching PCT. Contact:  Sally.jones@GreenwichPCT.nhs.uk. Next meeting: tba.
4.4
Schools Network – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: jo.green@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: tba 2008. 
4.5
LSCB Development Officers Network – chair: Christine Christie, London Board Manager. Contact: Christine.christie@ londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting:  21st October 2008.
5. London Board sub-groups

5.1
Culture and faith sub-group – chair: Andrew Fraser, Enfield SCB Chair. Contact: andrew.fraser@enfield.gov.uk  Next meeting:  tba 2008.
5.2
Health sub-group – this sub-group is being convened jointly with NHS London. It is anticipated that the sub-group will report to both the London Board and the London health & Wellbeing Board. TOR and a workplan will be submitted to the London Board in due course.
5.3
Serious case reviews sub-group – chair: Simon Hart, Barking & Dagenham SCB Chair. Contact: dave.hill@merton.gov.uk First meeting:  16th July 2008.

5.4
Procedures editorial board – chair: Helen Lincoln, AD Children’s Service Merton & Andrew Fraser, Haringey SCB Chair. Contact: helen.lincoln@merton.gov.uk Next meeting:  as required.

5.5
LSCB Chairs group – chair: Dave Hill, Merton SCB Chair. Contact: dave.hill@merton.gov.uk  Next meeting:  27th October 2008.

5.6
CDOP Chairs group – this sub-group is being convened. It is anticipated that the sub-group will lead on child death response and review issues for London.
5.7
Child Sexual abuse sub-group – chair: Christine Christie, London Board Manager. Contact: Christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting:  15th October 2008.
5.8
Training sub-group – this sub-group is currently in abeyance and will be reconstituted when needed, at which stage membership will be renewed and a chair elected.
6. Culture and Faith Sub-group 
The Culture & Faith sub-group has welcomed a new chair – Andrew Fraser, Chair of Enfield Safeguarding Children Board. 
7. Child Death Response Teams and Review Panels
The London Chairs of Child Death Review Panels are due to meet on 28th July 2008. The group will elect a chair, set terms of reference and prioritise activity to promote consistency of approach across London. Group’s tasks will include alignment of the London Child death Toolkit with national guidance, drafting the London Child Protection Procedures, section 12 Unexpected death of a child, deciding on a way forward for regional data collection and progressing child death related issues which impact across London.
The London Board and GOL are planning to host a Child Death Response & Review seminar on 14th October 2008.

8. Child Sexual Abuse / Sexual Exploitation

8.1
Summer safeguarding children conference – the conference was held in June at the British Library. The theme was child sexual abuse, focussing particularly on research and practical toolkits for schools in relation to sexually coercive behaviour amongst pupils, working with education professionals to prevent child sexual abuse and understanding the impact of new technologies on children’s sexual behaviour. 

The conference was over-subscribed and attended by a good cross-section of the sectors e.g. London boroughs, schools, police, NHS, probation service and voluntary agencies. On the basis of feedback from the evaluation forms 90% of delegates rated the conference as very good or excellent.

8.2
The Sexual abuse sub-group’s work in promoting good practice in relation to child sexual abuse (csa) includes:

· Supporting implementation of the sexual exploitation initiatives – the Barnardos’ Preventative Education Programme will commence this month and the treatment service for sexually exploited children (funded by the Met Police) will be tendered in the autumn.

· DCSF intends publishing National Guidance for Safeguarding Children from Sexual Exploitation in the autumn. The London Board and GOL are planning to host a seminar to launch the guidance on 15th September 2008.
· Hosting a csa seminar series, with each seminar comprising a presentation and discussion on different aspects of child sexual abuse, see the London Board’s website: www.londonscb.gov.uk.  Future seminar dates are: 

· Mon Sept 1st 2008, 10am - 12.30pm. For this seminar on Preventing child sexual abuse, Stephen Smallbone PhD, Associate Professor at the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Griffith University, Queensland will be flying in from Australia.
· Wed October 15th 2008, 10am – 12.30pm   

9. Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence: Procedure and Pilots
Three London boroughs have been piloting structured multi-agency implementation of the new Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence procedure – Barnet, Barking & Dagenham and Hammersmith & Fulham. Three boroughs are about to begin the next pilots Merton, Croydon and Tower Hamlets.

Independent evaluation of the initial pilots is due to be reported on by Prof Martin Calder shortly. 
London LSCBs who are interested in participating in the next round of implementation should contact Barnardos Manager Libby Fry on: Libby.fry@barnardos.gov.uk 
The London Board and GOL will host a Safeguarding children abused through domestic violence Mini-conference at GOL on 20th November 2008.

10. Datasets Project

Phase II of the London Board’s Datasets Project commenced this month. The Project will  continue development and implementation of a dataset which enables the LSCBs to fulfil their responsibilities as set out in Working Together to Safeguard Children (DfES 2006)
 (i.e. to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of local safeguarding children activity). 
Phase II has an additional element, which is to support the pan London Project Board ‘Meeting the Needs of Young People Who Run Away in London’ and GOL in seeking to establish a baseline of information about the numbers of children who run away in London and the current provision for them. This will support decisions about future provision in London. The work will also take account of, and aim to influence, national work taking place to look at what data the Government should collect on young runaways in the light of the new national indicator.
11. Safeguarding Children affected by Gang Activity
The London Board is currently advising DCSF and the Home Office on safeguarding children in relation to gangs. The London Board’s draft of a Safeguarding Children Affected by Gangs Procedure is being used to inform drafting of national guidance by DCSF. The timetable for the DCSF guidance is as follows:

· July – draft guidance to Ministers

· September – launch of guidance for consultation 

· December – consultation period closes (12 week consultation phase)

· January – publication of final guidance

11.
London LSCB’s Restrictive Information Guidance
This is optional guidance for LSCBs providing a protective marking system which applies to information conveyed in any concrete format e.g. a document, powerpoint, dvd etc. The guidance will be circulated for London-wide consultation in September 2008 and it should be ready for approval at the London Board meeting in October 2008.

12.
London LA children’s services Thresholds Guide
A LSCB/multi-agency working group drafted a guidance document for professionals to assist them in deciding whether to make a referral to LA children’s social care. The London Board is exploring with Young London Matters the potential for combining the Thresholds Guide with the protocol they are developing which sets out a common approach to the use of the CAF across London. See additional papers for details. 
13.
Safeguarding London’s Children Conference
The London Safeguarding Children Board's (LSCB) annual "Safeguarding London's Children" conference will be held on Friday 12th December 2008, at the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre (Westminster). 
The LSCB Chairs have requested that the 2008 conference theme is multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents misuse substances or have mental ill health.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/workingtogether/" ��http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/workingtogether/�
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