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1.
New initiatives:

Trafficked children initiative

1.1
This is an initiative to pilot a best practice multi-agency safeguarding children toolkit for responding to the trafficking of children, brings together workstreams from London Councils, individual London LSCBs, the MPS and the Home Office (ACPO, CEOP and UKBA). The identification & assessment element of the toolkit will be used by the Home Office as part of the government's response to the requirements of the UK in ratifying the Council of Europe's Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings.
Pilot authorities include Harrow, Kent, Glasgow, Solihull, Hillingdon, Islington Camden, Southwark, Westminster, Croydon and Manchester. The next Pilot Steering Group meeting is on 17th November 2008.

London NHS/London Board Sub-group
1.2
NHS London has appointed Briony Ladbury to the health authority’s newly created Senior Strategic Safeguarding Children Adviser post. Briony will lead on health related safehguarding children’s issue through a health sub-group which will be accountable to both NHS London and the London Board.

The sub-group will be chaired by Deborah Williams, Children & Young People’s Lead, Regional Public Health Group. The group’s first meeting is scheduled for early November. 
Safe Workforce Network

1.3
The London Board’s Safe Workforce network has begun meeting and is hosting two workshops (in November & February) to train the trainers in safer recruitment in order to increase capacity across London.  
In September the Network hosted two workshops for Independent School Heads to pre-view and discuss the Channel 4 programme ‘Chosen’ about child sexual abuse in [Independent] schools.
 
2. Multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents have mental ill health 

2.1
This workstream forms part of the London response to the SCRs finding in relation to parental mental ill health. 

2.2
The Board is exploring the scope of Guidance on multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents misuse substances or have mental ill health. The London Board’s December conference has this theme.
2.3
The Mental Health Network is about to undertake a piece of work on behalf of the Mental Health Trust Chief Executives, to audit the safeguarding capacity in London’s trusts and also to develop a standardised safeguarding children training package for the trusts.
________________________

3. Serious Case Reviews

The London Board Serious Case Reviews sub-group’s chair is Simon Hart, Chair of Barking & Dagenham Safeguarding Children Board. The group is currently exploring proactive ways of taking forward the learning and recommendations from the SCRs Review. 
4. Culture and Faith Sub-group 

4.1
The Culture & Faith sub-group’s new chair is Andrew Fraser, Chair of Enfield Safeguarding Children Board.  The group’s current projects include:
· FGM – Islington are leading the development of the London maternity services routine screening and recording toolkit. London Board is involved with drafting a national FGM action plan


The London Board has drafted a National Action Plan (NAP) for FGM on behalf of the European Daphne II Project, and is negotiating with central government to ensure that the elements of the Nap, if not the Plan itself are integrated into current national strategies e.g. Tackling Violence & Abuse (DH).
· Trafficked children (see 1.1, above)

· Somali young men in the Criminal Justice System – Camden has agreed to lead this project, which will be a joint piece of work with the London Board, for the YJB
· Safeguarding children DVD for Linguala/French speaking Londoners – led by the Congolese Community, supported by the London Board & NSPCC
5. Child Death Response Teams and Review Panels

5.1
The group’s new chair is Ruth Meadows, Chair of Wandsworth CDOP. Group’s tasks include alignment of the London Child Death Toolkit with national guidance, drafting the London Child Protection Procedures, section 12 Unexpected death of a child, deciding on a way forward for regional data collection and progressing child death related issues which impact across London.

London Child Death Review issues were raised with DCSF at the regional Child Death Response & Review seminar earlier this month.
6. Child Sexual Abuse / Sexual Exploitation

6.1
Earlier this month the London Board hosted the final seminar in our child sexual abuse safeguarding children series. The seminar setting out the ‘gold standard’ process steps for frontline response to suspected child sexual abuse.

6.2
The National Guidance for Safeguarding Children from Sexual Exploitation guidance was launched by the DCSF at a regional Safeguarding Children from Sexual Exploitation seminar in September.
7. Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence: Procedure and Pilots

7.1
Barnet are embarking on a second phase of multi-agency and specialist social worker training. The independent evaluation for Barking & Dagenham has been completed and outcomes are positive. Hammersmith & Fulham are negotiating a mix of in-house and specialist social worker training and mentoring. Waltham Forest have progressed to a point where their outcomes evaluation is due to start. Tower Hamlets and Sutton and are discussing how best to introduce the training. Croydon are at the planning implementation stage and Harrow is having initial meetings.  
The independent evaluation is by Prof Martin Calder. The contact for discussions about implementation is Barnardos Manager Libby Fry on: Libby.fry@barnardos.gov.uk
8. Datasets Project

8.1
The Dataset has been finalised (it has 51 performance indicators). It was presented to the LSCB Chairs at the LSCB Chairs’ Development Day and to London professionals more widely at a multi-agency seminar earlier this month. The seminar provided a detailed explanation of what the dataset consists of, how the indicators were arrived at and the challenges & solutions, from the pilots, to collecting the data. There are in the region of 14 pilot LSCBs for Phase II. 
A centralised data collation software package is being set up, likely to be administered by the London Board.
9. Safeguarding Children affected by Gang Activity
9.1
The London Boar’s draft of a Safeguarding Children Affected by Gangs Procedure has been circulated to the LSCB Development Officers for comment and discussion. Feedback has been positive. 
The DCSF timetable for national gangs guidance has slipped. Consultation on the London procedure was scheduled for after the DCSF national guidance consultation, however that timetable has slipped and consideration is being given to going ahead with the London procedure.
10.
London-wide CAF guidance 

10.1
The London Board hosted a consultation seminar for the GOL/Young London Matters draft London-wide CAF Guidance. There is concern that the draft still needs significant input. The London Board’s work on threshold’s is included in the CAF Guidance. The Board has offered to lead further drafting and consultation on the CAF Guidance because the new London supplementary procedures and guidance e.g. gangs and trafficked children, include a section on a CAF response. 
11.
London LSCB’s Restrictive Information Guidance
11.1
This is optional guidance for LSCBs providing a protective marking system which applies to information conveyed in any concrete format e.g. a document, powerpoint, dvd etc. The guidance is currently out for London-wide consultation. See the London Board’s website: www.londscb.gov.uk 
12.
Safeguarding Children & animals supplementary procedure to the London procedures

12.1
This procedure is currently out for London-wide consultation. See the London Board’s website: www.londscb.gov.uk 
13.
Headteachers handbook
13.1
This handbook is being finalised by the Schools Network, it compliments the London Child Protection Procedures, assisting headteachers with safeguarding children issues specific to schools.
London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks
1. Mental Health Network – chair: Jan Pearson, Associate Director for Safeguarding Children, East London and The City Mental Health NHS Trust. Contact:  jan.pearson@eastlondon.nhs.uk.  Next meeting: 15th January 2008.
2. Health Network – chair: Sally Jones, Director of Children and Young People’s Services, Greenwich Teaching PCT. Contact: sally.jones@greenwichPCT.nhs.uk. Next meeting: tba.
3. Schools Network – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: jo.green@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: 4th Dec  2008. 
4. Safe Workforce Network – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: jo.green@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: 4th Dec 2008.
5. LSCB Development Officers Network – chair: Christine Christie, London Board manager. Contact: christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting:  13th Jan 2008.
London Board sub-groups
1. Culture and faith sub-group – chair: Andrew Fraser, Enfield SCB Chair. Contact: andrew.fraser@enfield.gov.uk.  Next meeting:  tbc 2008.
2. Health sub-group – chair: Deborah Williams, Children & Young People’s Lead, Regional Public Health Group. Contact: deborah.williams@dh.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting:  4th Dec 2008.
3. Serious case reviews sub-group – chair: Simon Hart, Barking & Dagenham SCB Chair. Contact: simon.hart@lbbd.gov.uk.  Next meeting:  12th Nov 2008.

4. Procedures editorial board – chair: Helen Lincoln, AD Children’s Service Merton & Andrew Fraser, Haringey SCB Chair. Contact: helen.lincoln@merton.gov.uk. Next meeting:  as required.

5. LSCB Chairs group – chair: Dave Hill, Croydon DCS. Contact: dave.hill@croydon.gov.uk. Next meeting:  19th January 2009.

6. CDOP Chairs group – chair: Ruth Meadows, Wandsworth CDOP Chair. Contact: ruth.meadows@wandsworth.gov.uk. Next meeting: 9th Dec 2008.
7. Child sexual abuse sub-group – chair: Christine Christie, London Board Manager. Contact: christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting: tba 2009.
8. Training sub-group – this sub-group is currently in abeyance and will be reconstituted when needed, at which stage membership will be renewed and a chair elected.
_______________________________________________________

Christine Christie, London Board Manager
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