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London Safeguarding Children Board  

April 2009
Update
1.
London Board Review

1.1 
The review of the London Board’s workstreams was completed in early March, in time to inform a successful bid to the Capital Ambition Board mid-March for resources to underpin a step-change in practice in identified areas of London safeguarding children systems. It is also supported with funding from GOL, the MPS and London Councils. 

The London Board’s Workplan 2009~10 is offered for approval today – reflecting the review recommendations and the Capital Ambition bid.  The Workplan was approved by the London LSCB Chairs’ earlier this month. 
2.

The Protection of Children in England: A Progress Report (published 12th March 2009)
2.1 Following the case of ‘Baby P’, the Govt commissioned Lord Laming to provide an urgent report on the progress being made across the country in implementing effective arrangements for safeguarding children after the death of Victoria Climbié. Lord Laming’s remit included identifying the barriers preventing good practice becoming standard practice and recommending actions to make systematic improvements in safeguarding children across the country.
2.2 The report makes 58 recommendations, on which the Govt requested local responses by the end of March with the intention of incorporating these into a Govt response.
3. Serious Case Reviews

3.1 The London Board Serious Case Reviews sub-committee has commissioned a consultant to develop a first draft of a London SCRs Toolkit to provide London-wide guidance for undertaking a SCR. The sub-committee anticipates consulting on a draft of the Toolkit over the summer 2009.

Two morning seminars to launch the Toolkit are scheduled for 22nd & 24th September 2009 at the Irish Centre, Camden.

3.2 The sub-committee chair and London Board manager have established relationships with DCSF, Scie, HCC and GSCC to improve safeguarding children practice using the learning from the London SCRs.
4. Child Death Response Teams and Review Panels

4.1 The London CDOP Procedure has been published. Consultation on the Rapid Response Procedure has been completed, editing will begin shortly and the Procedure is scheduled for publication in early summer 2009.

4.2 The CDOP and Rapid Response Procedures will form section 12. Unexpected death of a child in the London Child Protection Procedures.

5. Child Sexual Abuse / Sexual Exploitation

5.1 The Barnardos sexual exploitation education and treatment services are being rolled out 8 boroughs at a time across London over a four year period. See attachment for rollout programme.
6. Safeguarding Trafficked Children Toolkit
6.1
This is a best practice multi-agency safeguarding children toolkit for responding to the trafficking of children, brings together workstreams from London Councils, individual London LSCBs, the MPS and the Home Office (ACPO, CEOP and UKBA). 
6.2 The Toolkit is being piloted by Harrow, Kent, Glasgow, Solihull, Hillingdon, Islington Camden, Southwark, Westminster, Croydon and Manchester. It is being amended to reflect the Home Office’s final position on the national referral mechanism which became operational on 1st April 2009.
7. Safeguarding Children Abused through Domestic Violence

7.1
Ten London LSCBs are now implementing the procedure through the piloted processes. The London Board will host an afternoon seminar for London LSCBs, on 13th May 2009, to consider the findings from four completed implementation evaluations at London Councils.
7.2
The London Board has been invited to provide input into the MPS Homicide Review Panel.

8. Datasets Project

8.1
The Dataset (51 indicators) is being implemented by 14 pilot LSCBs for Phase II.  The Steering Group is developing Datasets Guidance to include definitions for the indicators and how to access the information locally to populate the dataset.

8.2
The Steering Group is exploring the best system for a centralised data collation, likely to be administered by the London Board.
9. Safeguarding Children affected by Gang Activity / Serious Youth Violence
9.1 The London Board’s procedure for Safeguarding Children Affected by Gangs / Serious Youth Violence is offered for approval at today’s Board meeting, subject to completion of two sections: Housing & RSLs and Parental engagement.
9.2 The London Board is working closely with the London Serious Youth Violence Board, through the latter’s safeguarding children workstream (lead: Michael O’Connor).

10.
Multi-disciplinary guidance on multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents have mental ill health or misuse substances
10.1
Work on guidance/procedures for multi-disciplinary working to safeguard children whose parents have substance misuse difficulties through drawing together London-wide guidance will begin as soon as resources allow.
11.
London-wide CAF guidance 

11.1
London-wide CAF guidance has been drafted by the Government Office for London. The final version of the Pan London Integrated Working without Boundaries (London CAF) – authored by the Government Office for London – will be presented for approval at the ALDCS meeting in April for launch at the end of April.

12.
Current DCSF consultations:

12.1
Safeguarding Children and Young People affected by Gang Activity: this supplementary guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006) is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm. The consultation responses submission date is 19th June 2009.

13.
Headteachers handbook
13.1
This handbook has been finalised by the Schools Network, it compliments the London Child Protection Procedures, not duplicating the main procedures, but assisting headteachers with safeguarding children issues specific to schools. It is currently with the London Board’s Editorial Board.
London Safeguarding Children Professionals Networks
1. Mental Health Network – chair: Jan Pearson, Associate Director for Safeguarding Children, East London NHS Foundation Trust. Contact:  jan.pearson@eastlondon.nhs.uk.  Next meeting: 9th July 2009.
2. Schools Network – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: jo.green@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: 16th June 2009. 
3. Safe Workforce Network – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: jo.green@gol.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting: 16th June 2009.
4. LSCB Development Officers Network – chair: Christine Christie, London Board manager. Contact: christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting:  7th July 2009.
5. Affiliated group: Child protection Managers Group – chair: Sally Phillips, Head of Safeguarding Hounslow. Contact: sally.phillips@hounslow.gov.uk. Next meeting: 9th June 2009.

London Board sub-groups
1. Culture and faith sub-group – chair: Andrew Fraser, Enfield SCB Chair. Contact: andrew.fraser@enfield.gov.uk.  Next meeting: tbc 2009.
2. Health sub-group – chair: Deborah Williams, Children & Young People’s Lead, Regional Public Health Group. Contact: deborah.williams@dh.gsi.gov.uk. Next meeting:  22nd June 2009.
3. Serious case reviews sub-group – chair: Simon Hart, Barking & Dagenham SCB Chair. Contact: simon.hart@lbbd.gov.uk.  Next meeting:  5th May 2009.

4. Procedures editorial board – chair: Helen Lincoln, AD Children’s Service Merton. Contact: helen.lincoln@merton.gov.uk. Next meeting: tbc 2009.

5. LSCB Training sub-group – chair: Jo Green, Safeguarding Children Advisor, Government Office for London. Contact: christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. Next meeting:  7th July 2009.
6. LSCB Chairs group – chair: Dave Hill, Croydon DCS. Contact: dave.hill@croydon.gov.uk. Next meeting:  13th July 2009.

7. CDOP Chairs group – chair: Ruth Meadows, Wandsworth CDOP Chair. Contact: ruth.meadows@wandsworth.gov.uk. Next meeting: 11th May 2009.
8. Child sexual abuse sub-group – chair: Christine Christie, London Board Manager. Contact: christine.christie@londoncouncils.gov.uk. This group is currently in abeyance.
_______________________________________________________

Christine Christie, London Board Manager
Continued…..attachment: Barnardos Sexual Exploitation Education and Treatment Services
Attachment

Roll-out Programme for Barnardos Sexual Exploitation Education and Treatment Services:
Prevention service 

· YEAR 1 (July 08-June 09) – Camden, Croydon, Hackney, Islington, Kensington and Chelsea, Kingston upon Thames, Hounslow, City of London, Richmond.

· YEAR 2 (July 09 – June 10) – Barnet, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, Waltham Forest, Barking and Dagenham, Lambeth, Haringey, Enfield 
· YEAR 3 (July 10 – June 11) - Newham, Harrow, Brent, Hillingdon, Ealing, Havering, Redbridge, Westminster
· YEAR 4 (July 11 – June 12) - Merton, Wandsworth, Sutton, Bexley, Lewisham, Greenwich, Hammersmith and Fulham, Bromley 

Treatment service 

· YEAR 1 (May 09*-April 10) - Camden, Croydon, Hackney, Islington, Kensington and Chelsea, Kingston upon Thames, Hounslow, City of London, Richmond
· YEAR 2 (May 10-April 11) - Barnet, Southwark, Tower Hamlets, Waltham Forest, Barking and Dagenham, Lambeth, Haringey, Enfield
· YEAR 3 (May 11–April 12) - Newham, Harrow, Brent, Hillingdon, Ealing, Havering, Redbridge, Westminster
· YEAR 4 (May 12– April 13) - Merton, Wandsworth, Sutton, Bexley, Lewisham, Greenwich, Hammersmith and Fulham, Bromley

*- start date is provisional – a new dedicated member of staff is being recruited and we await their references and enhanced CRB clearance etc
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