
 London Mental Health Trusts Network

of Safeguarding Children Professionals

Notes of the tenth meeting held on 15th January 2009,
at 59 ½ Southwark Street.

1.0 Welcome and Introductions

New members were welcomed to the Network.

Sue Lewis stepped down as network secretary, the chair and members thanked Sue for all her hard work as secretary as well as her instrumental role in setting up the network. The role of secretary will now be undertaken by ST.

2.0 Present


Christine Christie
London Board          Manager
Ian Dean

London Board
Policy Officer
Trevor Falmer          WLMHT                   Director for Safeguarding Children

Roz Jones

C & I NHS FT
Assistant Director of Nursing 

Jane Lithgow           Barnet CAMHS        Director CAMHS/ Safeguarding Lead

Sue Lewis
           SL & Maudsley
Named N / AD Safeguarding

Clare Lucey             WLMHT                    Named Doctor

Jan Pearson

ELFT    

Associate Dir, Safeguarding (Chair)

Susan Smyth           NELFT                     Acting Named Nurse

Sarah Turner           Oxleas                      Named Nurse (Secretary)
Malcolm Wiseman   SL & Maudsley         Named Doctor

Cressida Zielinski     WLMHT                   Named Nurse 

3.0 Apologies:

Janette Brown
SW London

Named Nurse

Paul Byrne               CNWLFT                 Named Nurse

Marion Delaney       ELFT                       Named Professional 
Linda Geddes
ELFT   
          Named Professional
Emma Hutton          ELFT                       Named Professional 

4.0 Matters Arising October 2nd 2008    
 Amendments to the notes of the October 2008 meeting point 8:0 and 9:0 noted.
The action log was updated
11: Closed. Although not all trusts have invited LSCB development officers to present, MH findings are being shared.

15: Closed. DV risk matrix available on LSCB site.

16: Closed. See 7.0 SCR sub committee

26: Closed. New action 35.
30: Amended

31: Closed. Related to 37
32: Closed. Related to 37 

33: Closed. London Board conference well evaluated

34: Closed. New action 36

35: Amended

36: Amended

37: Closed. Contact list complete

38: Closed. BL has been invited to become a network member.
5.0 Audit tool for safeguarding children arrangements in each trust
There was agreement that the report which is taken back to the chief execs group needs to identify the reality of safeguarding children services across the organisations, as well as providing a standard which trusts can bench mark themselves against and aspire to achieving.

Members felt that the development of a standard for safeguarding within mental health trusts could be useful for commissioners. 

The meeting agreed that an audit model may not capture information adequately and that there was an increased risk of poor response due to other demands currently upon leads to provide information e.g for the HCC review of Safeguarding Children. 
It was decided that a letter to all trusts would be drafted asking for a report on what works well within their organisation, where there are weaknesses and suggesting priorities for change. Reports submitted to the network would be treated as confidential and no trust would be identified in the final paper.

MW will draft a letter on behalf of the workgroup by the end of Jan 2009. 
Once agreed the letter will be sent to leads across the network who will be asked to respond within one month. 
The workgroup will meet on 1st April at 59 ½ Southwark St to analyse responses. A report will then be presented at the April network meeting. Workgroup members are MW, ST JB, JP and CC
6.0 Pan London child protection training toolkit for mental health services
No members of the work group were able to feed back to the meeting and the item will be carried over to the next network meeting agenda.
7.0 Update for the London Board Manager

CC reported to the meeting that she is now on the Review Panel for Domestic Violence Homicide Reviews. CC encouraged input into local domestic violence homicide reviews. 

JP reported that East London have amalgamated processes in cases which are subject to Domestic Violence Homicide Reviews and are also Serious case Reviews.

CC reported that a SCR sub committee of the London Board will be established from February 2009. The sub committee will consider processes such as root cause analysis and will consult with the DCSF. An aim of the sub committee will be to produce took kits for: cross borough SCR and media teams.

Network members wishing to join the SCR sub committee should contact CC. 

8.0 Accessing Lists of children with protection plans

9.0 Routine enquiry to children’s social care
WLMHT’s chid protection policy has included an expectation that in-patient staff will routinely check whether children of service users have child protection plans on admission since 2004. This policy is now being updated and there has been some discussion within the trust as to whether this aspect of the policy should remain in place.

Members present discussed the issue of routine checking of whether a child has a child protection plan in the context of; confidentiality and the importance of risk/impact assessment. 
Members agreed that this is a contentious issue and requested that it be considered within organisations further and brought back to the next network meeting.

SL will forward SLAMs chid neglect and health form which is used within assessments.

TF will formally request a view on this issue from the London Safeguarding Children Board.

10.0 New CPA and Rio

JP and CZ met with Mike Jones, London RIO Development Lead and member of the RIO User Group (RUG). Mike plans to incorporate consideration of safeguarding throughout RIO.
JP will contact Mike and request feedback of progress, and invite him to attend a Network meeting.

CZ and JP will develop trigger factors for inclusion in risk assessments and feed back to Mike.
11.0 Haringey, Ofsted Findings and requirements
JL reported that in Haringey a weekly joint project board are working through the issues raised by Ofsted and others. Mental Health was not involved in the Baby P case but have been included in reviews of safeguarding services in Haringey.
JL reported that Lord Laming has visited services in Hackney as part of his work in identifying good practice.

Members reported that following the recent increase in publicity surrounding safeguarding children the number of referrals made to children’s social care and requests for advice from staff have increased.

Members noted that the HCC will be commencing a review of safeguarding children during January.
12.0 Implications of BME in Serious Case Reviews
SLAM are holding a conference on 24th Feb which will address issues relating to BME families. Places are still available for the conference.

This item will be carried over to the agenda of the next network meeting.

13.0 Allegations against staff. Internal reporting arrangements in mental health trusts.

Members discussed local processes and confirmed that trust leads have links to the LADDOs within the LSCBs.
14.0 Common Assessment Framework

This item will be carried over to the agenda of the next network meeting.

15.0 Any other business
Historical abuse

The response to disclosures of historical abuse was discussed, members felt that the guidance contained within the London Child Protection Procedures needed to be expanded/clarified to include cases where perpetrators of historical abuse made disclosures .

CC reported that the London Safeguarding Children Board are looking into this issue.
CAMHS specific training
A number of trusts are providing CAMHS specific training. 
SLAM have a training programme for CAMHS which includes four courses a year.

SL will submit a copy of the CAMHS training programme to be circulated with the notes of this meeting
Dates of Next Meetings.  
23rd April 9.30-12
9th July 9.30-12
15th October 9.30-12
All meeting will be held at London Councils, 59 ½ Southwark Street. SE1 0AL
Members should note that although refreshments will be available, lunch will no longer be provided. However, there are a number of cafés and restaurants in the local area.
Agenda items should be forwarded to Sarah.Turner@oxleas.nhs.uk.
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