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	item
	Notes
	action

	1
	Welcome, introductions and apologies

Mary welcomed Jason Morgan from the Metropolitan Police, FGM Unit.


	

	2
	Notes of the last meeting and matters arising

Female Genital Mutilation – Jason Morgan, Metropolitan police

· Project AZURE – is running well and constantly being developed.

· Emphasis on the importance of schools and LAs in the campaign.  Network members asked to remind schools of the importance for school representatives to attend Local SCB FGM strategy meetings. of, many do already but not all.  The police have managed, through early intervention, to prevent 20-30 incidents since July.

· Met police has produced a DVD recommended for all schools to promote awareness and training in FGM issues.  Copies can be attained from Jason Morgan by emailing – Jason.morgan@met.police.uk.
· Links with health service not yet strong enough but importance of this has been raised, particularly around collecting data for indications of incidence. The London Safeguarding Children Board have recently convened a steering group to co-ordinate work around FGM in the health service – this steering group is initially focussed on bringing routine questioning into all London’s midwifery clinics, an initiative that has the backing of the London NHS and Department of Health.  Ian Dean asked to report back the feeling of the network that this work should not be limited to midwifery, but should encompass all health agencies.

	All

Ian Dean


	
	Ian Dean reported that the first meeting of the new LSCB steering group to take forward work on thresholds (referred to in item 9 of the notes of the last meeting) had been delayed due to the recent Tube strike, but the rearranged meeting had now taken place.  Ian will forward the minutes as soon as he can.

	Ian Dean

	3
	Updates 

Contact point

DCSF had emailed Las to inform them that Contact Point implementation is delayed as a result of security issues arising from the recent loss of Child Benefit data. 

	

	4
	Cyberbullying – Discussion re promoting and embedding good practice in schools.  See Annex A for notes of the discussion. 
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Representative from the new anti-bullying text service being introduced in Islington to be invited to give presentation at future meeting.


	Ian Dean

Soola Giourgiou to advise which mtg

	5
	School children who are deported – Paulette Lewis, Harrow

· Paulette contacted Immigration and Border Control regarding the lack of notification to schools/LAs about children who are deported.  It is sometimes the case that children just disappear from school with no explanation.  This is very concerning for the staff of the school as they don’t know why they are absent, and the other children who don’t have a chance to say goodbye to their friend.

· Immigration and Border Control has agreed to look into how Las can be notified in advance.  Paulette to circulate the response once she receives it.


	Paulette Lewis

	6
	Children on Foreign Exchange Visits – Paulette Lewis, Harrow.

Concerns raised over arrangements for exchange visits -

· Very little guidance or procedures around assessing host families, and currently no checks seem to be in place, just based on trust.  
· There is a section about it on the LSCB guidance, but it is open to interpretation.

· Importance of raising awareness within schools of the risks.

· Possible alternatives – stay as a group in a youth hostel, and be ‘hosted’ by families during the day.

Agreed network members to raise schools’ awareness of the issues.


	all



	7
	AOB

BECTA conference - Safeguarding children in a digital world -  13 February 2008,  highlighted.  Info attached as Annex 2
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	8
	Next network meetings 

· 30 January 2008

· 20 March 2008

both 10.30 – 12.00/12.30
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Schools Safeguarding Leads


Network meeting 29 November 2007


Cyberbullying –promoting and embedding good practice in schools. 

Key issues, practice and actions for consideration arising from discussion in groups


Staff


Key issues

Teachers’s Awareness of issue is high but knowledge about new media may not be strong.


Need for teachers to maintain the profile of the issue in schools.


Need for continuing vigilance


Ensuring that anti-bullying processes work when cases reported


Existing Practice


· Islington introducing text messaging service for reporting bullying incidents.  EWOs will staff and will take up issues with schools.


· Bexley had text service for reporting incidents and drop-in service.  Godd work but funding finished. 


Actions to consider


Talk regularly to students about the issues


Request publicity posters from CEOP and use these around the school


Don’t dismiss incidents as minor


Add to school journey’s policy and other policies reminding about appropriate use of photographs taken on journeys/outings 


Staff may need guidance about responsible use of social networking pages

Monitoring of outcomes of bullying cases


Pupils/students


Key issues

Need for children to be made aware at an early age of issues and how to get help.


Actions to consider


· Introduce in year 5 and reiterated, in more xdepth at year 7 and 8 


· Anti-bullying policy written/amended by the children.


· Good guidelines for the children on keeping evidence, and not responding to bullying etc.


· Possibility of a school anti-bullying website, though this would have to be very carefully managed.


· Students with good technical knowledge could help develop training programmes for the staff/parents to help them understand the technology.


Parents


Key issues

Some parents may have poor awareness of the issues involved in cyberbullying


Some parents’ knowledge about new media may not be strong.


Actions to consider


· Raising understanding the technology and keeping updated with the changes.

· Involving the parents in anti-bullying events

· Encourage the use of the toolkit, raises awareness.  Also make the anti-bullying policy known to the parents.

· Informing the parents where to go if they think their child is being bullied – parents have to be confident in the schools response.

· Providing support inside and outside of schools.

· Involving technically literate parents in assisting/training other parents, staff etc, perhaps through PTAs.


Wider (school) community


Key issues

· Involving all agencies


· Developing mechanisms for agencies to work together


Practice


· Waltham Forest is organising a multi-agency lunch-time seminar on cyber bullying.


· BECTA organising free conference “Safeguarding Children in a Digital World”, 13 February 2008 www.becta.org.uk

· BECTA working with LSCB on digital safety

Actions to consider


· Involving wider school community - support staff, governors, PTA, etc.

· Arranging governor training event  


· Disseminate information about the BECTA conference above. 
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Schools Safeguarding Leads


Network meeting 29 November 2007


From: Safeguarding Conference [mailto:SafeguardingConference@livegroup.co.uk] 


Sent: 28 November 2007 17:01


Subject: Becta conference invitation - Safeguarding children in a digital world - 13 February 2008


 


Dear LSCB colleagues


 


Could the following situations occur in your authority?


 


·        ‘Staff subject to cyberbullying attacks by their year 6 pupils’

·        ‘Teacher downloading adult pornography on the school’s laptop’

·        ‘Teacher grooms child online whilst sexually abusing another child in his school’

·        ‘Children accessing inappropriate web sites in youth clubs’

·        ‘Children in care posting inappropriate images on social networking sites’

 


Would you be in a position to know if these situations had occurred?  Would you know what to do about them?  Do you have plans in place to ensure that the above could be dealt with appropriately across all of children’s services?


 


Becta, working with partners Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) and Childnet International would like to invite you to attend a free national conference – Safeguarding children in a digital world.  The conference will tell you more about protecting children online and will review Becta’s new support pack which is designed specifically to help LSCBs and local authorities address their duty of care in this challenging environment.   The pack has been developed with input from over 35 leading local authorities and will give you the tools you need to develop a local strategy for your area.


 


This conference is specifically targeted at LSCB personnel and regional government offices who have responsibility for safeguarding children. As a local LSCB representative this is your personal invitation to join us for the conference at:


 


National Motorcycle Museum, Bickenhill, near Birmingham

on Wednesday 13 February 2008

 


We are expecting a high demand for places at this event, and as numbers are limited, we encourage you to register soon.  This is a priority invitation for our LSCB contacts.  Please follow the link below to reserve your place.


 


http://events.becta.org.uk/display.cfm?resID=34104&page=1619

 


We look forward to seeing you there.


 


Becta Safeguarding Team


 


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message which arise as a result of email transmission. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action to be taken in reliance on it is prohibited and may be unlawful. The Live Group plc. Reg No 3847218 England. Registered Office: 9 Dacre Street, Westminster, London, SW1H 0DJ.
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