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Managing the Risks- human trafficking in 2012


The Nature of Human Trafficking
There are five elements to the internationally approved definition
- recruitment; false job offers, kidnapping or the purchase of human beings
- physical transportation of trafficked persons
- physical or psychological coercion and/or deception involved in offers of work
- exploitation of work done as a final objective
- absence of informed consent
Source: International Organisation for Migration (IOM)

It is well-documented that aid agencies in Greece warned that there could be a big increase in the trafficking of women and children to Athens in 2004 during the Olympic Games. Estimates varied from 2,000-10,000 extra women being brought into the country and being forced to work as prostitutes (BBC News Online 21.6.04). This followed an estimated 10,000 women being brought to the Olympics in Sydney to meet the demand for sexual services (ITC 31.1.2007) 

While the numbers of trafficked women is at best a rough calculation, even less is known about the plight of young men trafficked for labour or exploited through prostitution, but this may well have an impact on London’s labour force and will have to be included in plans for 2012. 

A NGO in Greece, ITC Today, an organisation actively involved in combating street-based prostitution, writes that in anticipation of increased demand for prostitution around the Athens Olympics in 2004, they and other agencies began planning intervention and outreach targetting the young women expected to be trafficked.  This included police monitoring outgoing emails to identify known traffickers searching surrounding areas and countries for victims, mostly young women speaking English, French or German and with the associated difficulties that would pre-dispose them to predatory traffickers with stories of a ‘better life’ abroad. (ITC 2007). ITC calculates that the largest single group of women trafficked for prostitution to Greece is from Nigeria, but it seems equally likely that there will be many other West African, Chinese, Afghani or Eastern European women trafficked to satisfy increased demand for sex workers in the UK in 2012.
A report on Human Trafficking at the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics by the Future Group, an anti-trafficking organisation in Canada, recognises that despite measures put in place in Greece in 2004 there was a 95% increase in the number of human trafficking victims identified by Greek authorities in Athens and the surrounding areas. (Faster, Higher, Stronger: Preventing Human Trafficking at the 2010 Olympics, November 2007).

“The concerns are twofold: first, that a short-term increase in demand for prostitution during the games could be filled by human trafficking victims; and second, that the traffickers may attempt to bring trafficked person posing as ‘visitors’ into Canada for the Olympics, only to exploit them in other cities or transit the to the United States” (Faster, Higher, Stronger: Preventing Human Trafficking at the 2010 Olympics November 2007).

This report also specifically mentions the UK Olympic trafficking threat and the appointment of a new assistant police commissioner with a mandate that includes preventing human trafficking as a by-product of hosting the games.

Whatever limited choices adults make, children by definition have even fewer.  ECPAT UK recommends that the best way to prepare is firstly by having a thorough understanding of the local situation so that any changes can be monitored. Secondly, be aware that there may be an increase of many different types of activity in the areas, which may include pick pocketing, child begging, forced labour and a number of associated criminal activities. There may be an increase in the numbers of Roma children and families, a phenomenon already having an impact in the Whitechapel area.

The earlier we can introduce preventative measures the likelier it is that we will be able to identify and care for the victims of trafficking.  ECPAT UK also  recommends that UK best practice in working with all children in need of care should apply to those children found to have been trafficked, but that this will need to extend Nationally, since there may well be an increase in internally-trafficked and transported children. The possibility of internal trafficking in the UK is very likely and this is well documented as a growing phenomenon (Tipping the Iceberg, Barnardo’s; Missing Out, ECPAT UK) that involves young people, especially women, being transported across the UK. This will probably be compounded by traffickers using the UK as a transit country to the rest of Europe.

The sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and children in 2012 is a certainty and it seems that the British government is taking the issue seriously but what is needed is a co-ordinated, local approach that recognises the need for increased awareness, joint working between many different agencies, (police, social and children’s services, health professionals and specialised voluntary or NGOs such as NSPCC and Barnardo’s) in the boroughs most likely to be affected by the Olympics: Hackney, Tower Hamlets and Newham.

It must be recognised that currently many police and local authority social workers and care practitioners are still learning about trafficking and therefore one strand of the preparations will have to include awareness-raising, training in identifying victims of trafficking, and a detailed inter-agency response to include procedures, protocols and provision of named agencies to deal directly with those found to have been trafficked.

There are several organisations to be brought into these preparations: local police from all three boroughs, along with all Social Service departments, and associated health and especially sexual health providers; all three LSCB groups to co-ordinate work and identify and target training needs in each borough; National organisations to facilitate the dissemination of knowledge and protocols, including Paladin and Maxim police teams, UKHTC, NSPCC Child Trafficking and Advice Line, ECPAT UK, CEOP and any others thought to be appropriate.
Initial contacts have been made with some of those mentioned and a request made for Paladin police, for instance, to come to the next Prevention sub-group to discuss concerns and advise on how to connect with any National Plans.
In Athens the Greek Government increased security on land and sea borders, trained ‘trafficking monitors’ to go on motorcycle through known red-light areas, funded leaflets on trafficking, sexual health and sexually transmitted diseases, and importantly, arranged for free legal aid for victims of trafficking through agreements with local bar associations. However, there appear to have been no initiatives taken in addressing the demand side for sex workers.

There were detailed plans which included the recruitment of bi-lingual and multi-lingual outreach workers to seek out street-based sex workers which unexpectedly did not find the anticipated increase of women in Athens itself. This suggests that much of the trafficking and forced prostitution was hidden and took place in flats, brothels or in private homes.
“Trafficking is a trap. And an event like the World Cup or the Olympics is the bait. Pushed by poverty, pulled by the hopeful dreams of life in the West and exploited by opportunists, women suspend disbelief and their better judgement and gamble on a better life” (ITC 2007).

We must be prepared for 2012.

Rebecca Einhorn

NSPCC Sexual Exploitation Service Manager
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