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	Meeting Title:
	LSCB Olympics Preliminary Scoping Meeting

	Date:
	21st October 2008

	Time:
	2pm – 4pm

	Location:
	59½ Southwark Street

	Chaired by:
	Christine Christie (London Board)

	Attendees

	Christine Christie (London Board Manager) 
	Ian Dean (London Board Policy Officer)
	Jo Green (GOL) – end part of meeting

	Angela Bent (Enfield)
	Terry Ellis (Camden)
	Melissa Friedberg (Islington)

	Monawara Bakht (Tower Hamlets)
	Jackie Cook (Newham)
	

	Apologies

	Mary Jacob (Greenwich)
	Sophie Humphreys (Hackney)
	

	Points of discussion


1. 
Background and introduction
1.1
CC clarified that this is an introductory meeting, aiming to identify likely issues and the most effective ways to ensure that safeguarding is on the agendas of other groups and agencies dealing with preparations for the 2012 Games.
1.2
The group suggested that researching the experience of previous Olympics sites and host nations for other major events (e.g. the football World Cup) would be a useful step (see attached report on trafficking at the 2006 World Cup). Manchester may also be able to provide some advice following their staging of the Commonwealth Games in 2002.

1.3
CC reported that GOL currently host an Olympics working group, and there should be potential for a representative of the London LSCBs to attend from a safeguarding perspective.


ACTION: CC to ask Shirley Gounder to establish the GOL lead for this work.

1.4
A number of additional agencies were suggested as being particularly important for the London LSCBs to link in with, including:

· London NHS (lead is Andy Wapling)

· London Ambulance Service (ID to contact Gary Bassett at the LAS to establish who leads on the Olympics)
· London Councils 

· Metropolitan Police (Graham Grant has expressed an interest in sitting on this group)
· British Transport Police 
· UKBA 
· GLA 
· Sport England and Pro-Active London 
2.
Broad issues for consideration
2.1
The group then considered the issues that are liable to arise from a safeguarding perspective, and identified the following examples:
· Major incidents (e.g. terrorism);
· Issues around crowd safety;

· Increased road traffic and corresponding safety issues;

· Increasing demand on London Ambulance Service and Hospitals;

· Even ordinary levels of annual leave over the summer holidays could leave social work teams (to name one example) short staffed at a time when capacity may increase – the Olympics will take place from 27 July – 11 September (including the Paralympics), and staff may want to time their leave to watch the Games;
· Interpreting services may need additional capacity to cope with the large number of foreign nationals visiting London, particularly those speaking more obscure languages;

· Child protection awareness at Olympics sites – may require training for police, volunteers etc;
· Support within the Olympic Village, such as a safeguarding unit / team / telephone advice line;
· Increased numbers of children visiting London from the rest of the UK;

· Licensing issues around child performers, including those performing in the opening ceremony.
3.
Next steps

3.1
Group to reconvene with representation from the key figures in the agencies listed above – date tbc.
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