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Summary description

The Pan-London Safeguarding Children Culture & Faith Project is an action-research Project which aims to promote a step-change in safeguarding London’s children living in minority ethnic, culture or faith communities or groups. We want to do this together with local minority ethnic communities and faith groups and the frontline professionals who work with them. 
The Project will run for 18 months from July 2010 to December 2011; and is being co-ordinated by the London Safeguarding Children Board and LB Bexley. Project activity is being overseen by an operational steering group with membership from London LSCBs and specialist BME and faith third sector agencies. 

The Project comprises three parts:

1) The London boroughs of Barnet, Bexley, Brent, Enfield, Hackney, Merton, Newham, Sutton and Tower Hamlets will pilot projects designed to promote statutory and voluntary agency safeguarding children partnership working with local minority ethnic and faith communities and groups.

2) The 32 London LSCBs will run consultation focus groups for the children, young people, parents and other adults in their local communities and for the paid or unpaid workers in the local statutory or voluntary sector to gather views on how to improve safeguarding for London’s children living in minority ethnic, culture or faith communities or groups;

The LSCBs will also disseminate an on-line survey link with the focus group questions to local statutory or voluntary sector professionals: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/faithandculture
3) LB Bexley will interview all the London LSCBs to map activity and aspiration in London for partnership for safeguarding London’s children living in minority ethnic, culture or faith communities or groups

Project activity and findings will be published in a Project Report. The views and information from the focus groups, together with the results from the local projects and a review of current literature, will assist us in developing the following Project outputs:

1) Guidance about the additional issues which a professional may need to think about and act on, in relation to children and families across different cultures and faiths, to accompany the London Child Protection Procedures;

2) Training which will help professionals to identify children across cultures and faiths who are in need of support or protection; and

3) A local safeguarding children board model engagement Strategy to assist minority ethnic communities and faith groups in protecting their children and working with statutory services to do so.
The Project plans to host two conferences:

1) May 2011 – co-hosted with Trust for London. This conference will update on the progress of the London Project and also launch the Trust for London Project Safeguarding Children’s Rights Initiative Report (see: http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/special-initiatives/safeguarding-childrens-rights/ and the Safe Network Report.
2) December 2011 – co-hosted with LB Bexley. This conference will launch the London Project’s final Report, Guidance, Strategy Toolkit and Training Toolkit.
There is current information about the Project on the London Board website: http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/culture_and_faith/
The London Board welcomes all contributions – such as, the findings from other similar projects in London or the UK – which will inform development of the Project outputs. If you wish to engage with this Project, please contact Emma Aiyere at Emma.Aiyere@bexley.gov.uk and: 07989168938. 
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