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SCHOOLS SAFEGUARDING LEADS NETWORK
NETWORK MEETING – 25 APRIL 2007

NOTES

Attended:

Maria Anastasi
Haringey

Jan Ashby-Keay
Enfield

Debbie Britton

Newham

Apo Çagirici

Southwark 

Jennie Clark

Bromley

Jay Devereux

Barking & Dagenham

Colin Edwards

EduAction (Waltham Forest)

Ann Henry

Islington

Sarwan Singh Jandu
Croydon

Peter Joyce

Tower Hamlets 

Paul Kelly

Barking & Dagenham

Stella Macaulay
Wandsworth

Andrea Nixon

Hillingdon

Tom Owens

Greenwich

Brenda Vickery
Hackney

DS Claire Chelsom
Metropolitan Police

Paul Heigl

LSCB

Chris Hirst

DfES

Keith Driver

Allegations Management Adviser, GOL

Mary Kuhn

London Regional Partnership

Gill Atkins

London Regional Partnership

Apologies:

Jane Ashworth
GOL

Barbara Beese
Hammersmith and Fulham

Christine Christie
London Safeguarding Children Board

Jean Cooper

Brent

Ian Dean 

London Councils

Tom Galvin

Ealing

Graham Griffin
Lambeth

John Guest

Southwark

Ann Marie Howell
Merton

Jill Jinks

Richmond

Stella Newman
Newham

Les Newton

Redbridge

Denise Partridge
Bexley

Lynne Rigg

Sutton

Lee Saunders

Camden

Hilary Shaw

Kensington & Chelsea

Liz Spearman

Hammersmith & Fulham

June Wallace

Westminster

Ming Zhang

Kensington & Chelsea

1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

Apologies were given as above

2. Matters arising

· Children and Young People in residential schools – CRB checks.  

Mary Kuhn had received guidance from DfES on this.  Distributed in hard copy at the meeting and attached to these notes in electronic copy.

· Child Trafficking Referrals Work

There had been a limited response to Ian Dean’s request for information but this work was ongoing and members of the network are encouraged to feedback at any point to LSCB so that the effectiveness of child trafficking prevention arrangements is kept under continuous review.

· London SCB Safeguarding Children in Education Handbook

London Regional Partnership had secured funding from GOL for the publication of the Handbook.  Keith Driver was now leading on the work and the Handbook is in final draft form at present.  It was agreed that a copy would be sent by the LSCB to members of the network for any final comments before publication in the next few weeks.

Action: LSCB to send out Handbooks to network members
· Channels of communication

Proposed referral routes for issues raised by the network, circulated with the notes of the last meeting and provided in hard copy at the meeting was agreed. 

· Bromley protocol on safeguarding children educated outside of school

The protocol was circulated with the notes of the last meeting and reattached to these notes.  There had been Interest in the protocol from the West Midlands Regional Partnership.    The network agreed to keep the issue of safeguarding children educated outside of school as an area for attention.

· Protocol on Cross borough working

Mary Kuhn had raised this with GOL.  Frank McGhee (Children’s Service Advisor) has the lead on this area and proposed that the group’s comments should be fed back via Mary so that they can be taken into account by ALDCS when the protocol is next reviewed.  

· Correction to the notes of the last meeting:  Charlie Buckley, Hackney not Tower Hamlets 

3. ContactPoint (Information Sharing Index): Chris Hirst, DfES

Chris Hirst introduced ContactPoint as the new name for the Information Sharing Index (since February 2007).  The system is currently in pilot phase and will be rolled out nationally in 2008.  ContactPoint will take data from a range of national and local sources including at a national level (amongst others – Department of Health, birth and death register, child benefits register and the school census.) 

· Re: Independent schools

ContactPoint does will not establish new data sources, but will collate information from existing data sources.  Currently the schools’ census does not obtain information from the independent sector.  This is an issue currently under discussion by the DfES and the Independent Schools Council.  The network suggested that a starting point for collecting data on children placed by local authorities in the independent sector would be via the Form 8b.

Chris will take back the issues raised by the network to the DfES.

4. Links with the London SCB: Paul Heigl, LSCB

Paul Heigl outlined the current remit of the London Safeguarding Children Board and how the LSCB can support the Schools Safeguarding Leads Network.  All meeting notes, materials and information will be posted on the ‘Schools network’ page of the LSCB website (www.londoncpc.gov.uk).

LSCB are leading on FGM campaign (in association with the Metropolitan Police) and are organising a conference on FGM on 1 June 2007 – for further details see the website.

5. FGM campaign update: DS Claire Chelsom, Metropolitan Police

DS Claire Chelsom briefed the network on the FGM campaign, led by the Partnership and Community Team at the Metropolitan Police.  An FGM briefing pack had been distributed and would be placed on the LSCB website. Copies can be obtained by contacting DS Chelsom (clare.chelsom@met.police.uk – 020 7230 8324)

 The Partnership and Community Team are keen to hear from the network with ideas and suggestions for how to disseminate the information and raise awareness as widely as possible.

Several authorities have FGM on their agenda and are holding / have held training events or targeted information distribution.  

· Waltham Forest has produced a set of procedures on FGM which they are prepared to share with the network.  

· Enfield has a training sheet which they would be prepared to share with the network.

The network agreed to keep FGM on the agenda and gave a standing invitation to DS Chelsom to attend the network meetings.

Action: Colin Edwards to forward WF procedures.

Jan Ashby-Keay to forward Enfield training sheet.

6. The role of Education Safeguarding Leads in a merged Education/Social Care team

Issues raised were around the range of areas of responsibility of members of the network.  To get a better handle on the areas of expertise / responsibility of network members, a list will be circulated to all and members are asked to indicate their areas of expertise.  This will be collated by the London Regional Partnership and circulated to all.

Action: GA to develop and circulate list – members to complete and return.

7. Domestic Violence, Parental Responsibility and Estrangement

Both Wandsworth and Merton provided their materials on information and advice to schools on Domestic Violence.  Other authorities are also working in this area, and agreed to investigate sharing materials already developed.  The Westminster Domestic Violence Forum training materials were suggested as an excellent (and inexpensive) ‘train the trainers’-style programme.  The network was asked to think of any useful materials in this area that could be highlighted through inclusion on a resource list for the network’s reference.  

Action: LRP to find out from DfES when guidance on consent to school trips in the context of parental estrangement will become available.

8. AOB

· GOL stakeholder event – presentations on safeguarding which may be of interest to the network.  Distributed in hard copy at the meeting and attached to these notes electronically.
· LAC network of networks – the London Regional Partnership are hosting an event to try and bring the coordinators of various networks for professionals working with looked after children together.  Charlie Buckley from Hackney was nominated to attend on behalf on the Schools Safeguarding Network.
· Faith schools – Keith Driver (GOL) raised the issue of child protection in faith schools.  The Government will be looking for how Local SCBs are being proactive in their engagement with faith groups in relation to child protection.
· Jennie Clark asked for information on policies / practices on young people who present a sexual risk to other children and young people.  The AIM project in Manchester was highlighted and the London SCB is working on this issue.  
Action: Paul Heigl to circulate AIM information.

· Network members asked for a full set of dates for upcoming meetings to be circulated to enable forward planning.  These have been set as below:
· 2 July 2007 (10.30 – 12.00)

· 26 September 2007

· 29 November 2007

· 30 January 2008

· 20 March 2008

9. Network close and working lunch for members’ networking

