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SCHOOLS SAFEGUARDING LEADS NETWORK
NETWORK MEETING – 2 JULY 2007

NOTES

Attended:

Paul Kelly


Barking & Dagenham

Marcia Whitehall-Smith 
Bexley 

Jan Blackburn


Bexley

Denise Partridge

Bromley

Jan Ashby-Keay

Enfield

Charlie Buckley

Hackney

Maria Anastasi

Haringey

Michelle White


Havering

Andrea Nixon


Hillingdon

Lyn Wilson


Hounslow

Ann Marie Howell

Merton

Fatma Abdurahman

Richmond

John Guest


Southwark

Apo Çagirici


Southwark 

Lynne Rigg


Sutton

Peter Joyce


Tower Hamlets 

June Wallace


Westminster

Chris Hirst


ContactPoint Policy Team, DCSF
Alex Morgan


Safeguarding & Vulnerability, GOL

Ian Dean 


London Safeguarding Children Board

Mary Kuhn


London Regional Partnership

Gill Atkins


London Regional Partnership

Apologies

Jean Cooper


Brent

Tom Owens


Greenwich

Brenda Vickery

Hackney 

Liz Spearman


Hammersmith & Fulham

Ming Zhang


Kensington & Chelsea

Les Newton


Redbridge

Stella Macaulay

Wandsworth

Christine Christie

London Safeguarding Children Board

Debbie Britton


Newham

DS Claire Chelsom

Metropolitan Police

Keith Driver


AMA, GOL

1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

Apologies were given as above

2. Matters arising

2.1 Corrections:  

· Ian Dean representing London Safeguarding Children Board not London Councils

· Annual Schools Census has included NMSSs (and Academies and City Technology Colleges) for a couple of years now.

2.2  
LAC network coordinators meeting – Mary Kuhn and Charlie Buckley fed back from this meeting.

2.3  
London SCB Safeguarding Children in Education Handbook

The handbook had been sent out to members of the network for comment.  The London SCB is hoping to sign off on the handbook in July and have it printed with 3 copies going to every school over the summer.  This network would like a printed copy each – Ian Dean agreed to this.  The handbook will also be available electronically on the London SCB website (www.londoncpc.gov.uk).  
Ian Dean to investigate from which schools list the distribution will be made – local authorities to verify that all schools (including independent schools) are on this list to receive handbooks.
Action: ID to circulate list of schools and confirm that handbooks can be sent to network members
2.4
Schools, Parents and Parental Responsibility Guidance
Regional Partnership had checked with DfES and had been told this guidance is currently under revision and is likely to be published in the autumn.
3. Updates: 
3.1
ContactPoint: Chris Hirst, DCSF (Department for Children, Schools and Families)

The ContactPoint guidance had been published for consultation and is available on the DCSF website – http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1482 

Consultation closes on 27 July 2007.

Chris Hirst to share with the network the list of local authority contacts for 
ContactPoint.
Action: CH to e-mail list to Gill Atkins (GA)

3.2
FGM campaign update: Ian Dean, London SCB
The FGM campaign will be launched on 10 July.  LSCB is collating resources on FGM – members to e-mail any good practice which they would like to share to Ian Dean (ian.dean@londoncouncils.gov.uk).  

Action: All members to e-mail FGM good practice examples to ID

3.3
Updates from Network Members

· Areas of responsibility collation: many members had e-mailed through their areas of responsibility.  
· Agreed that this document is useful as a reference tool for those looking to make contact with others working in the same area as them.  
· Also recognised as useful when looking into the breadth and scope of job responsibility.  
· Agreed to keep this on the agenda for periodic review.  It will also be placed on the London SCB website for reference – http://www.londoncpc.gov.uk/schoolsnetworkpage.htm 

Action: GA to send this to LSCB for update of page

Network members requested clarification of the roles and scope of the different government departments and agencies in relation to safeguarding would be useful.  London Regional Partnership (LRP) to invite lead policy officers to give mini-presentations on their role and remit to the next meeting.  Areas to be covered

- Home Office


- Government Office for London

- Department for Children, Schools and Families (previously DfES)

- London Safeguarding Children Board

Chris Hirst to provide some information on the restructured Government departments – see attached.
Child Trafficking update

David Mc Donald, Vulnerable Persons Coordinator, Home Office, sent through updates via e-mail – see attached.
4. Use of Agency Staff: Andrea Nixon, Hillingdon
Concerns had been raised about supply teachers following a number of allegations involving them recently in Hillingdon.  Concerns related to the notification procedure where teachers are registered with more than one agency.  Agreed that some cross-borough work is necessary, but made problematic due to the different agencies used by different boroughs.  Agreed that better recruitment policies are the long-term solution, but recognition that a short-term solution is necessary.  Ian Dean to take this issue to the London SCB and to investigate whether the new independent vetting and barring scheme will impact positively upon this.
Action: ID to investigate and report back to the network

5. Consultation on Elective Home Education

Members agreed that a response to this consultation from the Schools Safeguarding Leads Network was appropriate.  The network agreed that in addition to this network response it would be beneficial if local authorities also responded individually.
Mary Kuhn agreed to put together a draft response drawing on discussion during the session, and circulate this for further comment.    The draft network response could be used to flag issues with colleagues within each local authority.
Action: MK to prepare a draft document
6. AOB

Members raised several issues for discussion.  Due to time constraints some of these were tabled for discussion at the next network meeting:
· Honour killings – placed on agenda for September (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)
· Child pornography and mobile phones – placed on agenda for September (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)
· CAF in schools – placed on agenda for September (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)
· Self-harm in schools, particularly primaries – placed on agenda for September (Jan Ashby-Keay, Enfield)

· Academies: Some local authorities were finding communications with academies in relation to child protection issues to be a problem.  LRP agreed to report back to DCSF that:

- Merton is experiencing difficulties in communications

- Communications are working well in Bexley
- Training is working well in Hillingdon, but there are difficulties in relation to allegations reporting routes (equally this is an issue where any school is run by an independent company)

Dates for upcoming meetings are:
· 26 September 2007 (10.30 – 12.30)
· 29 November 2007

· 30 January 2008

· 20 March 2008

