Note from DfES re requirements to CRB check staff in independent and non-maintained special schools (March 07)

Current requirements

· Non-maintained special schools
 

It is a condition of approval of a NMSS that 'The governing body shall make such arrangements for safeguarding and promoting the health, safety and welfare of the pupils at the school as are approved by the Secretary of State, and shall secure so far as is practicable that such arrangements are carried out,' regulation 3 and 4 and paragraph 3 of Part 1 of the Schedule to the Education (Non-Maintained Special Schools) (England) Regulations 1999 (SI 1999/2257).  The Department's view of this is that the arrangements mentioned in that condition include the carrying out of CRB checks.  See, also paragraph 1.6 of the guidance at:  http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/Final%206836-SafeGuard.Chd%20bkmk.pdf
 

· Independent schools
 

In relation to independent schools, regulation 5, paragraph 4 of the Schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations 2003 (SI 2003/1910) provides for CRB checks to be carried out on members of staff and the chair of the proprietor.
 
Proposed changes

Both sets of regulations mentioned above are about to be amended to introduce a requirement to check persons supplied to work at the school and for the schools to maintain a central register of checks.  
In the case of the NMSS regulations currently it is intended that there will be a more explicit requirement to carry out CRB checks, akin to that operating in maintained schools currently.  
Both sets of amending regulations were consulted upon earlier this year but have not yet been made.
