CARE SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PARTNERSHIP (CSIP)
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

SUPPORT AND INFORMATION FORUM

SAIF

· a secure web-based information and discussion forum
· dedicated to the needs of named and designated health professionals 
· developed by the Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) in partnership with the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, Royal College of GPs, Royal College of Nursing and Royal College of Midwives.
Who will belong to the Forum?

The forum is, initially, open exclusively to Named and Designated Health Professionals through individual membership application with validation by Chief Executives of employing NHS organisations.
Why has the Forum been developed?

Safeguarding, in general, and child protection, in particular, challenges professionals tasked with the responsibility of providing direct care to the children, and the named and designated professionals supporting those providing that care. It is often a thankless task made additionally challenging by the isolation that can be felt when complex cases stretch knowledge and experience to the limit. 

The aim is to provide members with an accessible support network to assist them in fulfilling both the strategic role in delivering requirements of the ‘Working Together’ guidance and also their clinical role in providing advice and support to their colleagues involved in safeguarding children.
SAIF offers named and designated health professionals a unique opportunity to create a forum of peers, sharing a common understanding of needs and concerns, providing rapid access to support and advice to enable them to carry out their    duties with an enhanced level of confidence.  The intention is for members to take ownership of the site and drive its development in a direction that will best serve their needs.   Members will need to accept a significant degree of responsibility in challenging any misuse of the site.
The success of the site will depend on the volume and quality of use by  members who are urged to encourage eligible colleagues to join, participate and contribute 
How will the site be moderated?
A support and monitoring group has been formed to promote and facilitate the set-up, early development and running of the site which should now ‘go live’ at the beginning of March 2007.
The group includes a clinical moderator, who is a designated doctor seconded on a part-time basis, and who has the task of promoting ownership of the forum by its members, enabling development that best supports the needs as defined by the members, quality controlling the information and discussion and dealing with suggestions and concerns. 
How will the site operate?
Ownership of the forum can only occur once the site is operational. To provide a starting point some parts of the site have been created which can later be modified to suit needs. The areas include: 
· Signposts to the national legislation, policy and consultation, with discussion area to share of good practice 
· Sharing clinical information and discussion of complex cases.  
· Posting and discussing literature and research findings
· Local, regional and national information - meetings, conferences, local or regional individual support / mentoring groups etc
further information can be obtained sending an e-mail to

Judith.stone@dh.gsi.gov.uk
The Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) was created to support positive changes in services to improve the wellbeing of vulnerable people by working collaboratively with the health, local government, public, voluntary and private sectors. 

CSIP is currently running seven programmes of work with one dedicated to the needs of Children, Young People and Families which has a work stream specifically addressing Safeguarding.  

The Safeguarding Programme has a number of initiatives committed to supporting Named and Designated Health Professionals in carrying out their duties of working to safeguard children and to support local interagency arrangements. 

