Safeguarding Children – A Department of Health Update
The following update highlights some of the key areas for professionals, but is not comprehensive given the time to cover the issues and that much of the material had been covered in the national conference for named and designated professionals run by the Care Services Improvement Partnership jointly with the RCPCH, the national LSCB conference and other regional events.

· Fabricated & Induced Illness Project
The final report on this project is almost complete and will be sent to Ministers and CMO.  The findings will be taken into account in the updating of the government guidance which is due to be published soon, together with training materials on the guidance.

· Safeguarding Capital Money
Following the distribution of the capital money for safeguarding in 2006/07, details of the way for NHS trusts to access capital in 2007-08 are set out in the circular FMWP(07-08)01 “New Capital Regime for NHS Trusts” and NHS Foundation Trusts may access capital funds under similar arrangements. PCTs are expected to finance any investment that is necessary in this area from their operational capital allocations or discuss the possibility of a strategic capital allocation with their SHA.
· Other areas of DH work 
· Safeguarding issues related to the National Care Record Service

· Revision of guidance on medical records storage of videos / electronic images
· Cases being taken through the European Court of Human Rights

· RCPCH handbook of signs of sexual abuse

· Joint DFES / DH Research & Development Programme on safeguarding children  (see separate paper)
· NICE guidelines on the identification of abuse

· Cross Government Work
· Priority Review of LSCBs and LSCB survey – possibly a joint action plan will be developed by DFES

· Hard copiers of the updated “What to do if you are worried a child is being abused” should have been sent out by the end of March

· Revision of guidance on “Children Abused through sexual exploitation” due to be published in the Summer 2007

·  Guidance on trafficking children due out soon

· Final practice guidance on abuse linked to a belief in spirit possession - ? may 2007-03-28 Revision of Section 11 guidance due out soon

· Biennial Serious Case Review reports – 2 are due out this summer

· Child Death Review arrangements – DFES have recently held regional seminars to help LSCBs progress arrangements for April 2008. These included sharing the early progress on the research commissioned from Warwick University and messages from the biennial reviews of serious case reviews due out later this year.
· Healthcare Commission
LSCB chairs are being notified that they will be asked to comment on NHS organisations declarations on core standard 2 for 06-07.

The recent hospital review report has concerns about poor levels of training on child protection.

· Care Services Improvement Safeguarding Programme
The DH have commissioned the Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) to undertake a programme of work to support named and designated safeguarding professionals. This includes:

· setting up a website / discussion database (to register contact Judith.stone@dh.gsi.gov.uk)
· developing a leadership development programme due to be piloted in the NE SHA prior to wider roll out

· regional networks for named and designated professionals

· 2 national conferences – February and June 2007
