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PERSON SPECIFICATION  

Safeguarding Children Specialist Advisor (Mental Health)

£31,972 - £36,437 (Band 7)

	
	Essential Criteria
	How Tested
	Desirable Criteria
	How Tested

	Qualifications/

Education
	E1     Professional qualification in nursing, social work,    

          clinical psychology or occupational therapy
	A
	D1    Educated to degree level or equivalent


	A

	
	E2     Evidence of continuing professional development 

          including recently in safeguarding children practice


	A
	
	

	
	E3     Evidence of registration with appropriate professional 

          body


	A
	
	

	

	Experience
	E5     Minimum 4 years post qualification experience
	A
	D2    Experience in CAMHS, perinatal 

         psychiatry, community or other specialist 

         mental health service areas


	A/I

	
	E6     Minimum 2 years mental health experience
	A
	D3    Experience of supervising mental health 

         professionals and/or practice teaching


	A/I

	
	E7     Experience of planning and delivery of training in  

          response to identified needs


	A/I/

present-ation
	D4    Experience of contributing to policies and 

         procedures
	A/I

	
	E8     Experience of undertaking formal reviews of practice


	A/I
	D5    Experience of diverse communities
	A/I

	
	E9     Experience of formal child protection   

         processes and inter-agency work with families 


	A/I
	D6    Experience of SUI processes

   
	A/I



	
	E10   Experience of working with abuse victims 

         and/or perpetrators


	A/I
	
	

	

	Knowledge/

Understanding
	E11    Up to date knowledge and understanding of child 

           protection policies and procedures


	A/I

test
	D7    Understanding of the adult learning 

         process
	A/I

	Knowledge/

Understanding

cont.
	E12    Up to date knowledge and understanding of the 

          Children Act 1989 and associated existing and new  

          UK legislation, policy and guidance 


	A/I

test
	D8    Knowledge of the recognition and 

         assessment of vulnerable children and 

         their families
	A/I

	
	E13    Understanding of diversity and equality issues 

          and their application in child protection practice
	A/I
	D9   Knowledge of recent developments 

          relating to parental mental health/   

          substance misuse and child welfare


	A/I

	
	E14    Knowledge of the CPA framework for mental health
	A/I
	D10   Working knowledge, and application in 

          practice, of child protection policies and 

          procedures
	A/I

	
	E15    Understanding of issues around information-sharing 

           in relation to child protection and children in need


	A/I
	
	

	

	Skills
	E16    Professional skills in working with abused children  

          and/or adolescents and/or adults abused in childhood 

          and/or perpetrators of child abuse

	A/I
	D11  Ability to understand organisational 

         structures and how safeguarding children 

         fits within these structures


	I

	
	E17    Excellent written and oral communication skills


	A/I
	
	

	
	E18    Ability to provide supervision


	A/I
	
	

	
	E19    Ability to implement evidence-based practice


	A/I
	
	

	
	E20    Ability to negotiate, influence and motivate  

          others


	A/I
	
	

	
	E21    Analytical and problem solving skills


	A/I
	
	

	
	E22    Teamwork skills


	A/I
	
	

	
	E23    IT literate 


	A/I
	
	

	
	E24    Ability to work autonomously and make decisions


	A/I
	
	

	Skills cont.
	E25    Ability to manage change


	A/I
	
	

	
	E26    Ability to build professional and personal credibility


	I
	
	

	
	E27    Skills in co-ordinating care packages


	I
	
	

	
	E28    Good time management and ability to prioritise own 

           work


	I
	
	

	
	E29    Professional leadership skills and ability to enable 

          others to learn  


	I
	
	

	
	E30    Ability to be a role model in promoting partnership  

           working


	I
	
	

	
	E31    Skills in resolving conflict within and between 

          disciplines and organisations


	I
	
	

	

	Personal Attributes
	E32    Commitment to safeguarding children


	I
	
	

	
	E33    Self-motivated


	I
	
	

	
	E34    Adaptable and flexible


	I
	
	

	
	E35    Able to reflect on own practice


	I
	
	

	
	E36    Able to recognise own need for support and 

          supervision


	I
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