Parental Mental Health and Child Welfare Support Services

Each locality adult service directorate along with local colleagues in CAMHS, Children’s Social Care Services and voluntary sector organisations, is developing and expanding services to help staff find support for service users in their parenting role or those who are pregnant. For details of who to contact ask one of the Safeguarding Children Team for further information.

Policies, Procedures and Forms

The Trust’s intranet has a Safeguarding Children folder in the Departments section where you can find the following:

· Trust Policy on Safeguarding and Promoting the Welfare of Children (2006)

· Trust Policy on Children and Young People Visiting Service Users in Hospital (2006)

· London Child Protection Procedures, London Child Protection Committee (2003)
· Inter-Agency Referral Form for Child in Need of Support or Protection (2004) 

There is also a folder on the Trust’s (P:) drive called Child Protection and Safeguarding Children where you can find further information. It is being updated regularly. 
Mandatory Training

The team runs a rolling programme of training courses - details can be found in the Trust’s Training Brochure.  

 All staff must attend the two-hour Level 1 course on Arrangements for Safeguarding Children within the Trust. All clinical staff whose work may involve direct contact with children or adults who are parents/carers of children must also attend the one-day Level 2 course. 

The Training Brochure also includes details of how to access free multi-agency courses run by the Local Safeguarding Children Boards in Hackney, Newham and Tower Hamlets.
Staff should use the personal development planning and appraisal process to monitor access to mandatory training and identify any additional training needs.

[image: image1.jpg]East London and The City University NHS

Mental Health NHS Trust




SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN TEAM

Trust Staff 

available to discuss issues relating to 

Child Welfare or Child Protection 

Version 15 – Sept 2007
Introduction

All Trust staff, whatever their role in the organisation, have a legal duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children (unborn up to 18th birthday). 

This applies to staff if they work with:

· Patients who are parents – resident or non-resident

· Patients who are pregnant or expectant fathers

· Patients who are grandparents/aunts/uncles/siblings etc 

· Patients who live in, or visit, households with children

· Patients who are children or young people

If the situation warrants a child in need or child protection assessment by Local Authority Children’s Social Care Services it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to adhere to the London Child Protection Procedures and to make a referral using the Inter-Agency Referral Form for Child in Need of Support or Protection (available on Trust intranet).

You are advised to speak to Children’s Services about the referral but you may also require advice and support from within the Trust about assessment of risk to children and information about the whole child protection process. The Trust has a Safeguarding Children Team to help you, backed up by policies and a training programme.

Named Professionals/Safeguarding Children Team

The Trust is legally required to have named professionals for child protection to promote good practice and effective communication on child protection issues. An Associate Director leads and co-ordinate this work. 

The team has four Named Professionals who are full time and three Named Doctors with limited dedicated time. 

The Named Professionals are a source of information, advice and support on all child welfare and child protection matters for all staff. Named Professionals may sometimes need to intervene in cases that come to their attention to ensure that a child’s welfare is safeguarded. They will also be involved in reviewing and auditing incidents and cases involving children or pregnant women.

You can email or phone one of the team to help you with issues like:

· Information gathering, record keeping, risk assessments etc

· Decisions about referrals to Local Authority Children’s Services

· Preparing reports for, and attending Child Protection Conferences

· Your role when patients are involved in any type of court proceedings regarding children

· How to support pregnant women and their unborn baby

Trustwide

Jan Pearson, Associate Director for Safeguarding Children

Tel:  020 7655 4136

Jan.pearson@elcmht.nhs.uk



Fax: 020 7655 4137

Mob: 07971 664232
Jan’s role is to support the Deputy Chief Executive, Lynne Hunt in her role as Lead Director for Safeguarding Children. They provide a strategic lead for ensuring that all Trust activity and intervention minimises risks of harm to children’s welfare and that appropriate action is taken when there are concerns about children. Jan is the team’s main link with corporate services.

City and Hackney

Marion Delaney, Named Nurse/Safeguarding Children Specialist Advisor

Tel:   020 8533 6116

Marion.Delaney@elcmht.nhs.uk
Fax:  020 8985 9815 

Mob: 07855 342711     

Marion is also the main safeguarding children strategic link with Forensic Services.           

Named Doctor 

Susan Woollacott, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist

Tel:   020 8809 5577            
Susan.woollacott@elcmht.nhs.uk
Newham

Linda Geddes, Named Professional/Safeguarding Children Specialist Advisor

Tel:   020 8522 8216

 linda.geddes@elcmht.nhs.uk 

Fax:  020 8522 8202

Mob: 07891 865051

Linda will be the main safeguarding children strategic link with Specialist Addictions Services.

Named Doctor for Child Protection
Cathy Lavelle, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist

Tel: 020 7055 8400          
 cathy.lavelle@elcmht.nhs.uk 

Tower Hamlets

Alison Eley, Named Nurse/Safeguarding Children Specialist Advisor

Tel:  020 8121 5514

Alison.eley@elcmht.nhs.uk  

Fax: 020 8121 5513

Mob: 07891 862029

Named Doctor for Child Protection

Kathy Brooks, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist
Tel: 020 7377 7779  

kathleen.brooks@elcmht.nhs.uk           
 
