SCHOOLS SAFEGUARDING LEADS NETWORK
NETWORK MEETING – 26 SEPTEMBER 2007
NOTES
Attended:

Jan Ashby-Keay

Enfield

Apo Çagirici


Southwark 

Jean Cooper


Brent

Colin Edwards


Waltham Forest

Stephen Harley

Barking & Dagenham

Ann Marie Howell

Merton

Peter Joyce


Tower Hamlets

Paulette Lewis


Harrow

Stella McCauley

Wandsworth

Muriel McClelland

Croydon

Andrea Nixon


Hillingdon

Tom Owens


Greenwich

Denise Partridge

Bromley

Lynne Rigg


Sutton

Lorissa Webber

Lewisham 

Lyn Wilson


Hounslow

Ming Zhang


Kingston

Ian Dean 


London Safeguarding Children Board

David Fugurally

DCSF

Mary Kuhn


London Regional Partnership

Alex Morgan


Safeguarding & Vulnerability, GOL

Jo Scherer-Thompson
NSPCC

Rachel Taylor


DCSF

Apologies:

Maria Anastasi

Haringey

Debbie Britton


Newham

Chris Hirst


DCSF

Paul Kelly


Barking & Dagenham

Les Newton


Redbridge

Liz Spearman


Hammersmith & Fulham

Brenda Vickery

Hackney

June Wallace


Westminster 
1. 
Welcome and introductions
All were welcomed and new members and guests introduced.
2. 
Notes of the last meeting and matters arising
The notes were agreed.

Matters arising

· Safeguarding Children in Education handbook

Ian Dean reported that there had been a slight delay in the production of the handbook.  Some more editorial work was being done.

· ContactPoint list of local authority contacts
Christ Hirst, DCSF had requested this but had not yet received the list from DCSF colleagues.

· FGM good practice examples

Ian Dean had not received any examples from members of the network but network members were asked to keep this action live and send in any examples as they occurred.
Action: all
· Consultation on elective home education
Mary Kuhn had drafted a response based on the discussion at the last network meeting.  Following approval by network members the response had been submitted.  The document had also formed the basis of a London Regional Partnership response and other Regional Partnerships had used it as a basis for theirs so there had been a good cascade effect from the work.

It was agreed that elective home education should be be kept under review by the network.  A further issue arising was that there was no way of tracking home educated children when whole families move on without informing anyone. This had happened in Hounslow, Waltham Forest, Enfield and Wandsworth.

Action:  MK to raise with DCSF 

3. 
Updates
There were no updates.
4. 
London Child Protection Procedures (Ian Dean, LSCB)

The London Child Protection procedures had been sent to every school via the local safeguarding boards.  However, there had been some problems with the deliveries due to health and safety issues with the size of the packages.  All deliveries should have been made by 30 September.  

Action:  Network members to contact Ian Dean if there are any problems with distribution in their area

5. 
DCSF Vetting and Barring Scheme Briefing (David Fugurally and Rachel Taylor, DCSF)

DCSF and Department of Health are working on policy and implementation of the legislation.  Home Office will be running the scheme.
Employees working in contact with children and vulnerable adults will be required to register with the scheme.  The objective is to analyse risk posed by individuals based on past offences.  
There will be two categories of activity – “regulated”  and “controlled”.   Regulated activity relates to direct contact with children or vulnerable adults, for example teaching or care work.  Controlled activity is in regard to indirect contact with children or vulnerable adults, for example working in an ancilliary capacity within an NHS, social care or education setting.  
The scheme will go through parliament in early 2008 and if approved, the ISA (Independent Safeguarding Authority) is to become a legal entity in mid 2008.  Around the same time all the lists  Protection of Children Act (PoCA), Protection of Vulnerable Adult (POVA) disqualification and Education List 99 will be integrated.  
The vetting and barring scheme will go live in Autumn 2008.  Information about the roll out will be in a consultation document that will be issued before the end of 2007.
Further details of the arrangements can be found on the Every Child Matters website.  http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/safeguarding/independentsafeguardingauthority/
A set of Fact Sheets are being circulated with these notes.
Issues raised in discussion:
· Concerns were raised regarding freelance or self-employed persons, such as chaperones, private tutors etc.  Parents would be able to find out if an individual registered with the scheme is barred, but if they are not registered no information would be available. DCSF will be encouraging parents to check that anyone they employ to work with their children is registered.

· Questions were raised over whether the scheme would include workers from other countries.  DCSF is looking at what can be done in terms of equating offences committed overseas into our legal system and sharing lists of offenders internationally but this is a complex area agreement will not be immediate. 

It was agreed that the Network would prepare a response to the consultation coming out later in the year and would spend some time on this at the next meeting.  

In the meantime training for local authority designated officers and safer recruitment leads was taking place on 3 October 2007.  Network members were aware of this.
Action:  MK to put consultation on the agenda for the next meeting

6 
Role of Government Office for London and DCSF in relation to Safeguarding (Alex Morgan, GOL)

Alex Morgan gave a presentation on the work of the Government Office for London.
7 
Honour Killings (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)

Ann Marie said that a review of a case in Merton had revealed patterns of behaviour which might have been early indications of risk to the young woman involved.   As a result of the review Merton will be drawing up recommendations/information about signs to look out for next academic year.  

In the meantime members were encouraged 

· to be vigilant in looking for incidents/behaviours which put together might indicate risk

· refer to the new London child protection procedures for information and guidance

· bring to the network information about any new research in this area they become aware of.
Action: all

8 
Child Pornography / new media (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)

Important to note that if the sent media contains images of minors then it is a serious offence and the sender, even if themselves a minor, will if convicted be added to the sex offenders register.

A case in Lewisham had involved explicit images of a Year 8 girl being sent around her school and published on YouTube.  Some boys have been arrested but the case is still ongoing.  
The image had not immediately been taken off YouTube because the fact of the image being these had been required for evidence.  In a Hounslow case there had also been problems as a result of police requirements relating to evidence.  

A related issue concerning evidence was that social services are unable to take up referrals – for example relating to FGM - without evidence of harm.  This means that schools following CP procedures are often very frustrated by the response from social services.  
Action: New media and its impact on safeguarding (for example, cyber bullying) to be substantive item for next meeting.

9 
CAF in schools (Ann Marie Howell, Merton)

There was general discussion and information sharing about progress in  implementing the CAF.  

Concerns were expressed about thresholds being unclear and different from borough to borough.  London Safeguarding Children Board plans to do some work on this issue.  Ian Dean will circulate meeting notes.
Action: Ian Dean

10. Self-harm in schools, particularly primaries (Jan Ashby-Keay, Enfield)

Jan suggested this item be deferred to next meeting by which time Enfield’s draft policyl will have been finalised.
Action: MK to bring forward to next agenda

11. AOB

Next network meetings 
· 29 November 2007  
· 30 January 2008

· 20 March 2008
All 10.30 – 12.00/12.30 

Network members asked to remember to confirm attendance for security and also for lunch numbers.











